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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
December 30, 2018                 11:00am 

 
1st Sunday After Christmas 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 
Gathering Prayer:                                                              
O God, into a realm of clerics and kings you sent your child to teach the wise and show 
the world what power there is in love.  Keep us vigilant to hear the voices of those who 
speak your truth.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.   
 
Prelude:   
 
Call to Worship:   
Let us sing with gladness, 
For the love of God has come to dwell on earth. 
Let us shout with joy, 
For the grace of God is at work in our lives. 
Let us praise God, the giver of all blessings, 
For the very heart of God is given to us. 
Let us call out to God, 
For redemption is God’s gift to us. 
Let us worship the Newborn King! 
 
*Carol:    “The First Nowell”        #56 
     (Prayer Concerns Collected)       

 
AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

*Call to Confession 
Because we have passed through the waters of baptism, we dare to bare our souls before 
God and reveal the bitterness that dwells in our hearts.  Trusting in God’s grace, let us 
confess our sin. 
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*Prayer of Confession        Unison 
God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with your 
presence, yet we often miss the marvels you place before us.  Forgive our dullness  
and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, that we might be  
witnesses to your good news and proclaim your extravagant love; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen.   
 
*Time of Silent Confession 
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison  
Beloved of God, the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting – it  
cannot be contained, but must be poured out. Believe this good news: in Jesus 
Christ, our sin is forgiven.  Let us live as a people set free. 
 
Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be to the Father”        #579 
 
Carol:   “What Child is This?”         #53 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, 
and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made 
to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 
26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and 
with the people. 
 
 Colossians 3:12-17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your  
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hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 
  
 Luke 2:41-52 
41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 
day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at 
his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; 
and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father 
and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you 
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house? 50 But they did 
not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
 

Story:       Elder Pat Loeswick   

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:  Apostles’ Creed       Unison 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into  
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he  
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Carol:  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”        #38 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering 
With grateful hearts, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.   
 
Offertory: 
 
*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
Loving God: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  Receive the 
gifts we offer in union with Christ’s gift for us.  Clothe us with compassion, 
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, that we may be Christ for others.  In his 
name we pray.  Amen. 

 
ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 
*Carol: “Joy to the World!”         #40 
 
*Benediction:   
 
*Postlude:    

* Those who are able, please stand 
 
 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2. 
3.  
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  George Hunter, Jessica Cameron, Dawn Ramirez, and 
Rick Jeanneret. 
 
 



 6 

 

 
 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt, Tim, Pat & Bob Erisman, Alvin Marohn, and Kris 
Yettra. Ruth Gebera, Paul Card, refugees at the Mexican Border, and Nadia. 
 

 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; 
Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 
LITURGIST: Pat Loeswick 
GREETERS:   
USHERS:  Team 3 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
Annual Epiphany Concert:  Please join us on Sunday, January 6 at 6pm at St. Francis 
Church for a wonderful night of music featuring our own choir and hand bell choir along 
with other local church choirs and musical ensembles.  This year’s concert will be 
dedicated to the memory of Marla Maertin.  This is a free concert and open to the public.   
 
Adopt-A-Chair:  The church is collecting funds to purchase new, comfortable folding 
chairs to be used in the parlor with the round tables.  The cost is $20.00 each and 
checks can be made payable to 1st Presbyterian Church and indicate on the memo line, 
“chairs.”  Tom and Leslie Dugan have graciously offered to pick up the chairs at Sam’s 
Club.  Any questions, see Laura Marohn or Leslie Dugan. 
 
Memory Lane:  The next Memory Lane will meet on January 15.  There are many 
opportunities for you to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary 
donations are greatly appreciated.  If you know someone that may benefit from this 
program, please contact one of the Respite Committee members. 
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Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, January 16 @ 6:30pm at First 
Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted 
to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" 
service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or 
otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Memorial Flowers:  Starting on January 1, 2019, the cost of the memorial flower 
arrangements has increased to $35.00.  This is due to the rising cost of materials.  
Contact Laura Marohn for details or to schedule a date for your memorial flower 
arrangement.   
 
Distinguished Speaker Series:  Mission and Outreach Committee are restarting this 
program on Wednesday, January 23 at 7pm in the Parlor.  Come and meet Amy Betros 
from St. Luke’s Mission.  She Will talk about her faith journey and how she came to start 
her mission at St. Luke’s Church in Buffalo. 
 
Church Directories are available:  If you had your picture taken for our directory, you 
are entitled to a copy of the church directory.  You can pick up your copy in the church 
office.  If there is no one there to give you a copy, please make sure that you cross off 
your name on the list that is located in the box.   
 
Basket Raffle and Chili Sale:  Saturday, February 23 from 12pm-3pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  Mission and Outreach Committee will be hosting a Basket Raffle and chili sale to 
benefit the mission trip to Lares in Puerto Rico.  Donations of baskets are needed to 
make this event a success.  Please contact Betsy Crocker for additional information.   
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 January  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

Office Closed 
2  
 

3  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

4  
UFO 7P 

5  
 

6  
Sunday School 9:30a  
New Beginnings 
Worship in Parlor 
9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Epiphany Concert 6p 
St. Francis Church 

7  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

8  
Deacons 1p 

9  
 

10  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
Worship 6p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

11  
UFO 7P 

12  
 

13  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship/Communion 
11a 

14  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

15  
Memory 
Lane 10:30a 

16  
Healing 
Service 6:30p 

17  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

18  
UFO 7P 

19  
 

20  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 

21  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Office Closed 

22  
 

23  
Distinguished 
Speakers 
Series 7p 
Amy Betros 
from St. 
Luke’s 
Mission 

24  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

25  
UFO 7P 

26  
 

27  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
Bible Study 12:15p 

28  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
CE Mtg 6p 
Session Mtg 
7p 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

1 
UFO 7P 

2 

 
 

  December  2018   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

30 
  
Worship 11a 
  
No Sunday School 
  

31 
AA 9a 
 TOPS 6:30p 
  
Office Closed 

  

  


	DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE

