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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
February 25,  2018                 11:00am 

Second Sunday in Lent 
DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
God, your Son Jesus Christ bore the cross for our salvation and was raised from the 
dead for the redemption of the world. Give us the courage to take up our cross and 
follow him, that through his grace we may accept the cost of faithful discipleship and 
receive the joy of everlasting life with Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Moment for Mission:  One Great Hour of Sharing  
 

Prelude:   "When I Survey/Above All"       (Watts/Baloche) 
         
Call to Worship:  
We are met in the presence of God, 
And we do not meet alone. 
With the angels in the highest heaven, with the saints in every age, with the Church 
throughout the world, 
We gather to worship the Lord. 
Here with our hearts and our voices, 
God's holy name be praised. 
We are met in the presence of God, 
And we do not meet alone. 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:   “The God of Abraham Praise”    #488          
                                             (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Trusting in God’s promise of salvation, let us confess our sin and repent. 
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*Prayer of Confession: (please note time of silence is different this week) 
O God of life, eternity cannot hold you, nor can our little words catch the magnificence of 
your kindness. Yet in the space of our small hearts and in silence you can come close and 
repair us. 
 (Silence) 
O God of life, grant us your forgiveness 
For our careless thoughts, for our thoughtless deeds, for our empty speech and the 
words with which we wound. 
 (Silence) 
O God of life, grant us your forgiveness 
For our false desires, for our hateful actions, for our wastefulness and for all we 
have left unattended. 
 (Silence) 
O loving Christ, hanged on a tree yet risen in the morning, scatter the sin from our souls 
as the mist from the hills; begin what we do; inform what we say; redeem who we are. 
In you we place our hope, our great hope, our living hope, this day and 
forevermore. Amen. 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
Hear the good news: God deems as righteous all who trust that Jesus has been 
raised from the dead for our salvation. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                                       
*Our Faithful Response: “O Word of God Incarnate”    #327 
 

Time with Young Disciples 
 
Anthem:   “Jesus Loves Me”       (arr. Larson)  
    (The Ladies Choir) 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
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 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I 
am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make my covenant 
between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on 
his face; and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be 
the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come 
from you. 7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after 
you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to 
your offspring after you. 
 
15 God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 
 Mark 8:31-38 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 

Sermon:  “New Name, New Life”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith           (Unison) 
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal maker of life; 
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal maker of love; 
We believe, O Lord and God of all people, that you are the creator of the high 
heavens, that you are the creator of the skies above, that you are the creator of the 
oceans below. 
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We believe, O Lord and God of all people, that you are the One who created our 
souls and set their course; that you are the One who created our bodies from dust 
and from ashes, that you gave to our bodies their breath and to our souls their 
possession. 
God, bless to us our bodies; God, bless to us our souls. 
God, bless to us our lives; God, bless to us our belief.  
 

*Hymn:  “Standing on the Promises of God”      #69(Red) 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  (ecumenical version) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 

Invitation To The Offering 
What will it profit us to gain the whole world and forfeit our life? With all humility let us 
make our offering to God, trusting not in worldly gain, but in God’s sustaining grace. 
 
Offertory:    "My Faith Looks Up/You Are My All in All”    (Jernigan) 
 

*Doxology: 
Praise God who comes to seek the lost. 
Praise God who comes to heal and mend. 
Praise God who comes to pay the cost. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Friend. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:     
Almighty God, we thank you for the covenant you established with Abraham and 
Sarah, which you have opened to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Accept these 
offerings with the dedication of our lives, that we may be for the world a sign of 
your abiding love and a testament to your enduring promise. In Christ, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 
*Hymn of Sending:  “The Church of Christ in Every Age”    #421 
 

*Benediction 
  
*Postlude:   ”Take My Life/Sanctuary”    (Havergal/Scruggs) 

* Those who are able, please stand 
 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: 
  
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Jessica Haacker;  Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; 
Father Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary 
Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; 
Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; 
Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
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LITURGIST: Diane Charsley 
GREETERS:  John Faux 
USHERS:  Team 1 (Youth) 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Morning Prayers and Communion:  A short worship will be held each Sunday 
morning at 8:30am in the Parlor during Lent – Feb 25, March 4, March 11, March 18, 
and March 25.  
 
Soup and Study Night:  Starting on Wednesday, February 21, there will be a Soup and 
Study time in the parlor every Wednesday during Lent beginning at 6:00pm.  Sign-up in 
the Narthex to bring a soup or bread to share and plan to come for fellowship and  
Lenten study.  These sessions will meet – February 21, February 28, March 7, March 14, 
and March 21.   
 
Church Women United World Day of Prayer Celebration:  Join us right here at First 
Pres on March 2 at 1:00pm.  The topic is “All God’s Creation is Very Good!”  A program 
caring for population of the country of Suriname in South America.  See Donna Blinston 
for details/questions.   
 
Annual Congregational Meeting:  Sunday, March 4, right after worship.  Please mark 
your calendars.  Copies of the Annual Report are available to take today, and we ask 
that you bring that copy back with you on March 4.   
 
Deacons Tonawanda School Project:  Would you like to help with this Mission 
Project?  The Deacons will be collecting various clothing items for children in the 
Tonawanda School District.  More details will be available soon.   
 
Memorial Easter Flowers:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter Plants before 
and after worship on March 11 and March 18.  More details to follow. 
 
Church Directory Time:  Gather your whole family, including your pets, (or not, 
whatever your preference) and sign-up for a time to have your photograph taken. This is 
not restricted to church members, we want your friends of the church also.  This is being 
offered completely free, but there will be an opportunity (no pressure) to purchase 
additional pics if you choose.  The available times for sign-up are:  

April 26 – 2pm-9pm 
April 27 – 2pm-9pm 

 April 28  - 10am-5pm 
or you can sign-up on line at: 
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/ 
If you need more information or have questions, check with Betsy Crocker.   
 
 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/
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 February  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed    
25  
 
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Ladies’ Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
 

26  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

27  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

28  
 
Soup & Study 6p 

 
Annual Congregational 

Meeting: 
Sunday, March 4 after worship 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 March  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Choir 7:30p 

2  
UFO 7P 
 
Church Women 
United World Day 
of Prayer 
1:00p 

3  
 

4  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
 
Annual Congregational Mtg 12:00p 
 
FH Bells Rehearsal 1:00p 

5  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

6  
Deacons 1p 
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 
 

7  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 

8  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

9  
UFO 7P 

10  
 

11  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 

12  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

13  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

14  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 

15  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p(cake) 

16  
UFO 7P 

17  
 

18  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
H4W Warmup 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 

19  
 
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
CE Mtg 
Session 7p 

20  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

21  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 
 
Healing Service 6:30p 

22  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Choir 7:30p 

23  
UFO 7P 

24  
 

25 Palm Sunday 
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 

26  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

27  
 
 
 

28  
Circle II 9a 
 
 

29  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Potluck Dinner 6p 
 
Choir Warm-up 
6:45p 
 
Worship Service 
7:15p 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
8:30p 

30  
UFO 7P 
 
Good Friday 

31  
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