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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
June 25, 2017                 10:00am 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 

Gathering Prayer:                                                                   

 God of the covenant, your compassion reaches beyond the mere making and 

keeping of promises. Teach us to listen to one another with your heart, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups who 

stand in special need of God’s love. 
 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship:  

 We have been called here to face God’s gracious way of living. We are to leave 

 the past behind us and walk into these new days of our ministry. 

 Sometimes we’d rather remember how things used to be. Sometimes we are 

 afraid to be disciples. 

 But this is a new day, and Jesus Christ is sharing freedom with us. It is a day to 

 put aside all fear, and to take courage in God’s loving call. 

 We will look to the new day, and we will set ourselves on the Jerusalem 

 road. We will strive for faithfulness, even at the cost of popularity, and we 

 will be disciples of our Christ, renewing and healing the world around us. 

   

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "At the Cross"                                            Red Hymnal # 95                                            

 (Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 
 

 

*Call to Confession: 

 The proof of God’s amazing love is this: that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 

may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Trusting in God’s faithfulness 

and compassion, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                          

 Holy God, Maker of all, 

 Have mercy on us. 

 Jesus Christ, Servant of the poor, 

 Have mercy on us. 

 Holy Spirit, Breath of life, 

 Have mercy on us. 

 Before God, with the people of God, I confess my brokenness: to the ways I 

 wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 

 May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in 

 love.  

 Amen. 

 Before God, with the people of God, I confess my brokenness: to the ways I 

 wound my life, the lives of others, and the life of the world. 

 May God forgive you, Christ renew you, and the Spirit enable you to grow in love.  

 Amen. 

*Time of Silent Prayer 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  

 God, who loves us, does not abandon or forsake us. Our Savior hears and answers 

 when we cry out from the wastelands of sin. Death cannot bind us, for the risen 

 Christ sets us free. 

 Hear the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                       # 84 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons: 

 Matthew 10:24-33 
24"A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master;25 it is enough for the disciple to 
be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26"So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.27 
What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the 
housetops.28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will  
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fall to the ground apart from your Father.30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted.31 So 
do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32"Everyone therefore who 
acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever 
denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

 Romans 6:1b-11 
Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to 
sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 
But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Sermon:  “Sinners at the Cross”                                                            Rev. Leslie Latham 

 

*Affirmation of Faith:                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 

           I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  

 

*Hymn of Response:   “We Know that Christ Is Raised”                                            # 495 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering: 

 Jesus Christ knows every breath we take: each one is a gift from the Spirit. God 

watches over, protects, and provides for us. Let us present our offerings of thanksgiving 

for the goodness of the triune God. 

 

Offertory  

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                         Doxology # 592 

 

*Sung Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                 

 To tend the earth is our entrusted duty, 

 For earth is ours to use and not abuse. 

 O gracious God, true source of all resources,  

 Forgive our greed that wields destruction’s sword. 

 Then let us serve as wise and faithful stewards 

 While earth gives glory to creation’s Lord. 
  Sung to the tune “Finlandia” (Be Still My Soul) 

From “Stewards of Earth,” by Omer Westendorf, World Library Publications 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Lift High the Cross”                                                                     # 371                                                                                

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

*Postlude 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.   

2.   

3.  

 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Debbie E. – health concerns; Wilma Bender – 

procedure at Mercy Hospital 

 

 

Continuing Prayers:  John Faux; Father Michael Ubeler;  Bill Carney; Scott Greenawalt; 

Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge 

Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; 

Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail 

Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola 

Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 

 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Sue Schurr 

GREETERS: Judy Geerkin, Kelsey and Kaitlyn Burns 

USHERS: Mary Ferro, Tom Dugan, Leslie Dugan, John Faux, Linda Barry 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if 

you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Flowers on the Communion Table 

Are to the Glory of God and in memory of Tom Geerkin. God has you in his 

arms; we have you in our hearts. Love, The Geerkin  Family 

 

Are You Interested in Becoming a Member of First Pres.?  

We are going to offer a membership class soon. Please contact Pastor Leslie if 

you are interested. Thanks! 

 

Display Case 

Bonnie Sibley has shared her Madame Alexander “Gone with Wind” series dolls 

that she has collected through the years. Please stop by and admire them. If 

you are interested in sharing something with our church family, please contact 

the church office. 

 

VBS is going on the road!  

To Jericho Road Ministries in Buffalo August 7 - 10 from 10AM - 12PM each 

day. Our theme is "A Stranger in a Strange Land". Abraham & Sarah, Ruth & 

Naomi, Jesus, Mary, & Joseph in Egypt, the Disciples are the stories. Crafts, 

games, music, snacks, and science are also included. Please see Marla Maertin 

if you would like to help. 

 

Adopt-A-Highway cleanup on Saturday, July 8 at 8:00am  

meet at Hebeler front parking lot. If you need directions, see Marilee. Rain date 

is Saturday, July 15.Remember: hard-soled shoes – no sandals, flip-flops, open 

toes. 

 

Youth Painting Trip!  

The youth will be painting the community garden fence on July 8th starting at 

noon. If you wish to help either contact Billy Welch or Nancy Rolando. 

 

We have some bittersweet news.  

Congratulations to Kathy Nolan, who's taking a new position at Wyndham Lawn 

in Lockport! Which means of course that she's leaving us. We are so grateful 

for her faithful service for the past 11 1/2 years, as she's helped keep body 

and soul together at First Tonawanda. Kathy will finish at the end of June. 

But, she's coming back to say farewell during the July 9th worship service at 

10 am with a reception to follow, so please make plans to be there! Words 

and hugs can't express our full gratitude, but at least they help. 

 

The administrative assistant position is open  

Information is available in the church office. Questions or interest please see 

Janet Haacker. 
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Youth Service 

The youth will be leading the Service on Sunday July 23rd! Hope to see you 

there! 

 

Pat and Doris Decillis 

Will be celebrating their 70
th

 wedding anniversary July 5
th

. If you would like to 

send them greetings their address is 116 N. 16
th

 Street, Paducah, KY 42001 

and their email is pjddjd@aol.com. 

 

 June  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25  
Worship 10a 
Classic Sunday  
Youth Zoo 

26  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

27  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

28  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 10:30a 

29  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

30  
UFO 7p 

Notes: 

 

 July  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
Worship/communion 
10a 

3  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

4 office closed 
 

5  
 

6 Leslie cont. ed. 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

7 Leslie cont. ed. 
UFO 7p 

8 Leslie cont. ed. 
Adopt a highway 8a 
Youth paint 
commumity garden 
fence 12p 

9  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 
Kathy Nolan farewell 
reception 

10  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

14  
UFO 7p 

15  
Adopt a highway 8a 
Rain date 

16  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 
Stephan Palermo 
anthem 

17  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

18  
 

19  
Healing service 
6:30p 

20  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

21  
UFO 7p 

22 Leslie mission 
 

23 Leslie mission 
H4W 9a 
Youth Worship 10a 
Belly dance demo 1p 

24 Leslie mission 
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

25 Leslie mission 
 

26 Leslie mission 
 

27 Leslie mission 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

28 Leslie mission 
UFO 7p 

29 Leslie mission 
 

30 Leslie mission 
Duet 9:30a 
Worship/guest Terry 
McIntyre 
Matt’s vocal team 
2:30-5:30p 

31 Leslie returns 
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

Notes: 

 


