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GATHERING 
WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING  

CANDLELIGHT PRAYER  Litany of Affirmation 
from Advent Longing for the Light of Healing, Presbyterian Church USA  

Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation:     
If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me,  
And the light around me will be night,”  
Even the darkness is not dark to God,   
and the night is as bright as the day.  
The God who promised never to leave us or forsake us 
has come to us in Jesus Christ 
who binds up the brokenhearted,  
heals all our infirmities, 
and relieves our burden of sin. 
So arise, shine; for your light has come, 
And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.   
Thanks be to God! 

PRELUDE  “Softly and Tenderly” Will L. Thompson   
 Naomi Boyle, piano Arr. Cindy Berry  

CALL TO WORSHIP    

From the moment we open our eyes each morning, 
until we close them at night, God is with us.  
 There is no one like you, our God! 
In times when we are surrounded with struggles, 
in all the surprising places we find hope, Jesus is with us.  
 There is no one like you, our Brother! 
When we feel orphaned by the world, 
when we are welcomed into faith’s family, 
the Holy Spirit is with us.  
 There is no one like you, Witnessing Spirit! 

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

HYMN (pages 4-5) “You Are the Seed” ID Y ENSEÑAD  

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Insolently we turn against you, God of truth.   

When we follow those desires that control us;  

when we live for ourselves, shutting off the gifts of those around us;  

when we think we do not need to share love, hope, peace with others,  

we show how we have joined that league of sinners who ignore your way of life. 

Yet, you have chosen to adopt us as your children,  

 God-who-stands-with-us,  

forgiving us and making us inheritors with Jesus of your grace and joy.   

So lead us by the Spirit, that we might follow Jesus Christ,  

 our Lord and Savior,  

into creation which groans for love and healing.     

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

In sorrow so deep we cannot find our way out, God cradles us in comfort; 

in moments so shadowed we trip over our fears, God lights the way for us; 

in joy which cascades into our souls, God fills us with healing. 

Even when we cannot see it, God's hope is all around us,  

 surrounding us with peace and healing.   

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen. 

THE PEACE 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 28:10-19a   

This is the Word of the Lord.   

 Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43  

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON   Rev. Dorothy Pearman 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

 

 

HYMN 713 (page 6) “Touch the Earth Lightly” TENDERNESS 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 RESPONSE: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

LORD’S PRAYER  Traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY “Majesty” Jack W. Hayford 
  Emma Haupt, piano 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Your steadfast love is but one of the many gifts you pour into us.   
Our offerings are but a part of the ways  
 in which we can serve you and your people.   
Bless them, and bless us, to ministries of healing and hope.  Amen.  

SENDING 

HYMN 250 (page 7) “In the Bulb There is a Flower” PROMISE    

CHARGE  

Go forth as God's people. 
 We will greet everyone as one of the family. 
Go forth as followers of Jesus. 
 We will serve everyone we meet,  
 especially those who have been thrown aside by the world. 
Go forth with the gifts of the Spirit in you. 
 We will be that hope which everyone longs to see. 

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE “Open the Eyes of My Heart”  Paul Baloche 
 Emma Haupt, piano   

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted by permission of: 

Westminster/John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word ® Worship Companion. Copyright 2015. 

Thom M. Shuman (lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com) 



Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 19, 2020   4 

 



Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 19, 2020   5 

 

 



Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28, 2020   6 

 



Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28, 2020   

 

 


