
 
 

Administrative Assistant:   
Judy Winters 
Sexton:   Kevin Donovan 
Office Director of Christian Education:  
Shirley Hagle 
Youth Director:  William Welch IV 
 

 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
149 Broad Street 

Tonawanda, New York 14150 ~ 2111 
Church: (716) 692-1319  

E-mail:  church@firstprestona.org 
Pastor Leslie E-mail:  leslie@firstprestona.org 

Pastor Leslie Cell:  (716) 490-0420 
Web address:  www.firstprestona.org 

CCLI” License # 2839486
Pastor:  The Rev. Leslie Latham 
Ministers:  All Members of the Church  
Clerk of Session: Nancy Burns 
Church Treasurer: Tom Dugan 
Finance Secretary: Nancy Burns     
Minister of Music:  Kurt Ebsary              

mailto:church@firstprestona.org
mailto:leslie@firstprestona.org
http://www.firstprestona.org/


 

 
 
 

Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

March 15, 2020                 11:00am 
Third Sunday in Lent 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
The Fountain  by Denise Levertov 
Don't say, don't say there is no water 
to solace the dryness at our hearts. 
I have seen 
 

the fountain springing out of the rock wall 
and you drinking there. And I too 
before your eyes 
 

found footholds and climbed 
to drink the cool water. 
 

The woman of that place, shading her eyes, 
frowned as she watched -- but not because 
she grudged the water, 
 

only because she was waiting 
to see we drank our fill and were refreshed. 
 

Don't say, don't say there is no water. 
That fountain is there among its scalloped 
green and gray stones, 
 

it is still there and always there 
with its quiet song and strange power 
to spring in us, 
up and out through the rock. 
 

Prelude: 
 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 95:1-7 
O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise with 
songs of praise! 
For the Lord is a great God, and a great Ruler above all gods, 
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in whose hands are the depths of the earth and also the heights of the mountains. 
The sea belongs to God who made it, and the dry land, because God formed it.  
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For the Lord is our God, we are the people of God’s pasture, the sheep of God’s 
hand. O that today you would hearken to God’s voice! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:   “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  #475 
         (Prayer Concerns Collected)   
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Trusting 
in God’s overflowing grace, let us confess our sin.  
 

*Prayer of Confession 
Lord, you know who we are. You know everything we have done. We thirst for 
things that will never satisfy us. We commit ourselves to things that will never 
last. We worship things that will never bring salvation.  
 
Still, you offer us the gift of living water. Still, you offer us the gift of eternal life. 
Forgive us, O Lord, and give us this living water, so that we may never thirst 
again. 
Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness 
This is the good news of God’s grace: Though we were sinners, Christ died for us. 
Though we were enemies of God, God loved us.  
Once we were lost and dead—now Christ has become our life and salvation. In 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria:    “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”   #582 
 

Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Lessons: Scripture Lessons  
 Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 

the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The 

people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 

with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 

against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 

thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 

take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you 

on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses 

did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

 John 4:1-42 
4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples 

than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3 he left Judea and 

started back to Galilee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called 

Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and 

Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan woman came to 

draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy 

food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 

the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 

deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 

well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 

water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. 

The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 

said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.”  16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I 

have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had 

five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The 

woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but 

you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 

me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the  
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Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is 

called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 

who is speaking to you.” 

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one 

said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and 

went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have 

ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food 

to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought 

him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 

complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look 

around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is 

gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds 

true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 

labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him 

because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans 

came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more 

believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that 

we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

Sermon:    “Dehydrated”      The Rev. Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:    Adapted from the Confession of Belhar   Unison  
We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as 
the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another. We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the 
church of Jesus Christ. We believe that, through the working of God’s Spirit, it is a  
binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and 
sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain.  
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*Hymn of Response:   “The Water God Gives Us” (words on screen) 
Biblical Text:  John 4:5-42.  Tune: Welsh FolK melody, arr. Canaidau y Cyssegr, 1839  
Text: Copyright © 2011 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  All rights reserved.  
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering: 
See how the fields are ripe for harvest! Already, God is gathering fruit for eternal life. 
With rejoicing, let us offer our lives to the Lord. 
 

Offertory: 
 

*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
O Lord, you are our God; we are the people of your pasture, the sheep of your 
hand. As you have fed us by your mercy, may it be our daily bread to do your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”    #65 
 

*Benediction:   
     

*Postlude:   
* Those who are able, please stand 
 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
 

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
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New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: 
 
 
Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin;  
Paul Card; Nadia; Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie 
Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga; Michael; Maras Family; Katie; 
DeSain & Fluellen Families; Brett, Diane and Bob Eshelman and family; Mary and Norma 
Bender; Nancy Bassett; Humphrey Family; Kay Knight; Michael Harrington; Yurek family; 
Bruce Gillette; Oliver; and Kindra Greenawalt. 
 
 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; 
Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.  
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST:  Billy Welch 
GREETER:    Shirley Hagle & Bonnie Zimmer 
USHERS:      Team 3 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Coffee Hour - NEW LOCATION:  Beginning Sunday, March 22nd, Coffee Hour will now be held in the 
parlor.  See you there! 
 

Morning Prayers and Communion Service:  Sunday mornings at 8:30am in the Parlor 
Sunday mornings during Lent, Pastor Leslie will hold a worship service with communion beginning on 
March 1st at  8:30am.  All are invited.  (March 1, March 8, March 15, March 22, March 29, and April 5.)   
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Soup & Studies:  Wednesday evenings during Lent at 6pm in the Parlor 
Please join us for soup and studies at 6pm beginning on Wednesday, March 4. We will be reading:  
Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life.   We will meet on Wednesday evenings 
during Lent (March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1.)  So sign-up to make your favorite soup or dessert to 
share as we learn and grow together.   
 

Memorial Easter Flowers:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter flowers to honor loved ones 
before and after worship on March 15.  The cost per plant is $10.00.  This is the last day to order your 
plant.   
 

Adult Bible Study:  TODAY:  Sunday, March 15 – 12:15pm 
The Adult Bible Study with Nancy Bassett will meet right after worship on March 15.   The next book is 
Carved in Stone, about the Ten Commandments.  All are welcome to attend.  Please call Nancy 
Bassett (716-648-0581) if you wish to join the class.  Feel free to bring a lunch or snack for yourself.    
 

Hunger Sunday:  March 15 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash donations are 
welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the 
Narthex.  There is a list posted of the things that the food pantry is in need of most;  please check the 
list.  Many thanks to Donna and Bruce Blinston  for dropping off  all the donations each month.    
 

Memory Lane Respite Program:   Tuesday, March 17 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held from 10:30am-2:30pm. There are many opportunities 
for you to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly 
appreciated.  If you know of someone that may benefit from this program, please contact one of the 
Respite team members. If you would like to volunteer, stop by and see what the program is all about 
or contact Mike Donovan.  Fun for all! 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:   Wednesday, March 18 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm.  
This is a “come as you are” service, includes communion, is open and welcoming to all who seek 
wholeness in their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 

Service Trip to VIVÉ:  Saturday, March 28 at 9:30am 
The Mission and Outreach Team will be visiting VIVÉ and doing odd jobs to help support this mission.  
Everyone is invited to come along and help.  Meet in the church parking lot.  For more details, contact 
Betsy Crocker.  

Circle II “Welcome Spring Sale”- Wednesday, April 1 from 10am-1pm 
Come to the first sale of the year on Wednesday, April 1 from 10am-1pm.  Lunch will be served from 
11am-12:30pm featuring Sloppy Joe, fresh baked pie, and a beverage for $6.00.  (Take-out is available 
for $6.50.)  Come and shop the Mini-boutique, Thrift Shop, and Plant Place.  Proceeds to benefit  local 
charities.     


