
 
 
 



 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

December 15,  2019                 11:00am 
3rd Sunday in Advent  

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
O come now, living water, pour your grace 
And bring new life to ev’ry withered place; 

Speak comfort to each trembling heart; 
“Be strong!” Fear not, for I will ne’er depart. 

 

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear; 
God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. 

 

Prelude    
 

Call to Worship:    
This is the season of holy waiting. 
We wait for the time when the desert will bloom abundantly. 
We watch for the day when all God’s people will come together with singing. 
We wait while the dawning light appears on the horizon. 
Come, let us walk in the light of God! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   #88 
     (Prayer Concerns Collected)  

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle :  Circle II Family: 
    Janet Schurr, Mary Ferro, and  
Bonnie Sibley 

Congregation sings: 
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, 
Shine through the darkness, Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your Church gathered today. 
 
 
 

Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses,  
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!  
Grant us vision to behold your glory.  
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!  
Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice. 
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!  
Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace.  
We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!  
For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst:  
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we 
act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 

 
*Call to Confession 
A voice is crying out in the wilderness: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
Holy God, we confess that we do not walk in your light. We hurt and destroy one 
another and neglect the poor and hungry. We let evil grow among us and fail to 
bear good fruit. Forgive us, God of grace. Awaken us to your Word, so that we 
may be ready to welcome you with joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness   
The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. The people of God will return with 
joy and singing. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.  
  

* Gloria: “Halle, Halle, Halle”        #591 
 
*Our Faithful Response:    “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” #107 
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LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak 
hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  “Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall 
become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not 
even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up 
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall 
be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,  and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. 
 
 Matthew 11:2-11 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.” 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 



 5 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 

 
Sermon:   “Great Expectations”     The Rev. Leslie Latham 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:    Luke 1:47-55       Unison 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my savior, 
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all 
generations will call me blessed; you, the Almighty, have done great things for 
me and holy is your name. You have mercy on those who fear you, from 
generation to generation. You have shown strength with your arm, and scattered 
the proud in their conceit, casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting 
up the lowly. You have filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise 
of mercy, the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children 
forever. My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my 
savior. 
 

*Hymn of Response:  “When Hands Reach Out”     #302 
 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver  
 us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 
  

 Invitation to the Offering:  
 Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly,  
 and fills the hungry with good things.  
  

Offertory:   
 

*Praising God’s Goodness – Doxology       #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
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Eternal God, as we wait for the fulfillment of your reign, use these gifts 
and the gifts of our lives to bring justice to those who are oppressed, to set free 
those who are in prison, to lift up those who are bowed down, and to uphold 
those who are vulnerable. Amen. 
 

  
ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”    #123   
 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s Sanctuary - at 
the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319. 
 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  Scott Bradley – Pastor Leslie’s cousin who suffered a heart attack 
2.   
3.   
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Joy for the Humphrey Family and prayers for Judy Geerkin’s upcoming 
medical test.   
 
Continuing Prayers: Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin; Paul Card; Nadia; 
Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; 
Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga, Michael, Maras Family, Katie, DeSain & Fluellen Families, Brett, Diane and Bob 
Eshelman and family, Mary and Norma Bender, Nancy Bassett, and Family of Lucille Dziomba.      
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris Carlson;  Alice 
Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.  
 
 
Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, seeking to learn 
what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, no matter where you may be on 
your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you would like more information,   please call Judy in 
the church office @ 692-1319 
 
LITURGIST:   Sue Schurr 
GREETER:   Yurek Family 
USHERS:       Team 1 
  

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. Simply 
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call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a loved 
one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
 
 
 
 
The flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in memory of 
our parents’ birthdays – Russell, Rosemary, and Chuck, given by Laura and Alvin.  
 
Advent Sunday Early Morning Communion/Worship 
During the Advent Season, Pastor Leslie will hold special communion/worship services in 
the parlor at 8:30am on December 1, December 8, December 15, and December 22.  
This is a meaningful way to enter into the Advent Season of love.  
 

Hunger Sunday:  December 15 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash 
donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community 
Outreach.  Drop off box is in the Narthex.  Thank you for your support.   
 

Ecumenical Blue Christmas:  Monday, December 16 at 7pm 
There will be an Ecumenical Blue Christmas service on Monday, December 16 at 7pm at 
The Church of Nativity at 1530 Colvin Blvd, Town of Tonawanda.  All are invited to 
participate in this worship service.   
 

Memory Lane Respite Program:  Tuesday, December 17 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held from 10:30am-2:30pm.  There are many 
opportunities for you to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary 
donations are greatly appreciated.  If you would like to volunteer, stop by and see what 
the program is all about or contact Mike Donovan.  Fun for all! 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:  Wednesday, December 18 at 6:30pm 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of the month at 
6:30pm.  This is a “come as you are” service, includes communion, is open and 
welcoming to all who seek wholeness in their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise.  Please 
join us in the sanctuary.  
 

Session Meeting:  Sunday, December 22 at 12:15pm 
There will be a brief Session Meeting on Sunday, December 22nd right after worship.  
There will be no regular Session Meeting on Monday, December 16.   
 

Christmas Eve Communion Service:  December 24 
Please join us at the Christmas Eve Worship/Communion Service on Dec. 24 at 8pm.   
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 December  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
15  
Advent Worship 8:30a 
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a  
 
Hunger Sunday 
 
 

16  
AA 9a 
 
 
 

17  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30am-2:30pm 

18  
Healing Service 
6:30p 

19  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p  
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

20  
UFO 7p 

21  
 

22  
Advent Worship 8:30a 
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
Session Mtg: 12:15p 
 
 

23  
AA 9a 
 

24  
Office Closed 
 
Worship 8p 

25  
Office Closed 

26  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p  
 

27  
UFO 7p 

28  
 

29  
Worship 11a 
 
No Sunday School 

30  
AA 9a 
 

31  
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