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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
February 9, 2020                 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Was it light? Was it light within?  
Was it light within light?  
Stillness becoming alive, yet still? 
 

A lively understandable spirit  
Once entertained you. 
It will come again.  Be still.  Wait. 

-Theodore Roethke 
 

Prelude: 
 

Call to Worship:   
Sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth.  
Jesus said: You are the light of the world. 
Let our light shine, giving glory to God.   
Let us worship God.  
 

*Opening Song of Praise:   “This Little Light of Mine” 
         (Prayer Concerns Collected)   

1. This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

2. Hide it under a bushel? NO! I'm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

3. Won't let Satan blow it out, I'm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 

4. Take this light around the world, I'm gonna let it shine (3 times) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
*Call to Confession 
In the light of Christ, we see the darkness of our world and of our hearts. Trusting in 
God’s saving love, let us confess our sin. 
 

*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
Almighty God, we confess that we have been led astray by the idols of our world. 
We have depended on our possessions and have not placed our trust in your 
grace. We have carelessly consumed the gifts you offer and have failed to be 
faithful stewards of the earth’s resources. We have sought security in the might 
of the sword rather than the strength of your Holy Spirit. Forgive us, we pray. 
Lead us to true repentance that we may serve you faithfully. Through Christ we 
pray. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison  
Hear the good news: Christ unmasks the idols of our world and frees us from 
slavery to all that would oppress us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

Gloria:    “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”       #591 
 

*Our Faithful Response:  “A Little Bit of Salt” (to the tune of “The God of Abraham Praise”)  
 

A little bit of salt will quickly show its worth; 
A little bit of faithfulness will change the earth. 
God, make us worth our salt — a church that's glad to be 
The change that you desire in each community. 
 

A lamp that's in a house gives safety, warmth and light; 
It's set upon a table where it shines so bright. 
God, make your church a light that bravely takes a stand 
To bring your love and justice into all the land. 
 

When worship leads us out to love and serve the poor, 
To welcome in the refugee at our own door, 
O God, then we'll be called "repairers of the breach," 
And we your church will be "restorers of the streets." 
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It's tempting to remain well-hidden, quiet, bland — 
Yet, God, you make us salt and light to change this land. 
You send us out to love, to build and to repair, 
Till peace and justice flourish here and everywhere. 
 
 

Biblical References: Matthew 5:13-16, 25:31-46; Isaiah 58:1-12 
Tune: Traditional Hebrew melody ("The God of Abraham Praise") 
Text: Copyright © 2017 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

   
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 58:1-12 
Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their 
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know 
my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3 “Why do 
we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.  4 Look, you fast only to 
quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make 
your voice heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow 
down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to 
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see 
the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go 
before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will 
answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  If you remove the yoke from among 
you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
like the noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched 
places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 
water, whose waters never fail.  12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
streets to live in. 
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 Matthew 5:13-20 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 
to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.17 “Do not think that I 
have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 
fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one 
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Sermon:   “Salt and Light”       The Rev.  Leslie Latham 

 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:            Unison 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
 heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer      Unison 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering: 
People of God, the Lord has given us so much. Let us praise the Lord through our gifts 
for the uplifting of God’s kingdom. 
 

Offertory: 
 

*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
Receive, O God, the fruits of our labor and with these gifts accept the offering of 
our lives. Unite us with Christ that we may share in his ministry and glorify you. 
Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending: “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”  #757 
 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Family and friends of Cheryl Yurek 
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Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin;  
Paul Card; Nadia; Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie 
Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga, Michael, Maras Family, Katie, 
DeSain & Fluellen Families, Brett, Diane and Bob Eshelman and family, Mary and Norma 
Bender, Nancy Bassett, Humphrey Family,  Kay Knight, Michael Harrington, and family and 
friends of Cheryl Yurek.  
 
 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; 
Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.  
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 
LITURGIST:  Diane Charsley 
GREETER:    Lynn Hyland 
USHERS:      Team 2 
 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
Soup & Bread Luncheon:  Sunday, February 9 at 12:15pm 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, February 9th.  There will be a Soup & Bread Luncheon held right after 
worship.  The cost is only $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for youth (ages 5-10), and kids under 5 eat free.  Take 
advantage of the low cost and bring a friend or two.  Sign-up to make a pot of your favorite soup and 
you eat free!  Please RSVP on the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.     
 

Adult Bible Study:  Sunday, February 16 – 12:15pm 
The Adult Bible Study with Nancy Bassett will meet right after worship on February 16.  The class will 
be discussing the last lesson in the book about God being with us.  The next book is Carved in Stone, 
about the Ten Commandments.  All are welcome to attend.  Call Nancy Bassett (716-648-0581) if you 
wish to join the class and have not let her know.  Feel free to bring a lunch or snack for yourself.    
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Hunger Sunday:  February 16 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash donations are 
welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the 
Narthex.  There is a list posted of the things that the food pantry is in need of most;  please check the 
list.  Many thanks to Donna and Bruce Blinston for dropping off  all the donations each month.  Thank 
you for your support.   
 
Memory Lane Respite Program:   Tuesday, February 18 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held from 10:30am-2:30pm. There are many opportunities 
for you to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly 
appreciated.  If you know of someone that may benefit from this program, please contact one of the 
Respite team members. If you would like to volunteer, stop by and see what the program is all about 
or contact Mike Donovan.  Fun for all! 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:   Wednesday, February 19 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm.  
This is a “come as you are” service, includes communion, is open and welcoming to all who seek 
wholeness in their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 

Ash Wednesday Potluck and Worship Service:  Wednesday, February 26 
There will be a Potluck Dinner on Wednesday, February 26 at 6pm; so bring a dish to pass and enjoy 
some fellowship.  The dinner will be followed by a communion/worship service at 7:15pm.   
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation:  Sunday, March 1 – 12:00pm 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 1 – The Annual Meeting will take place right after worship.  
Copies of the Annual Report will be available on February 16 and February 23.  Please take one copy 
per family and don’t forget to bring it back with you on March 1.   
 

Church Women United of the Tonawandas:  Friday, March 6 at 1pm 
All women are invited to attend the “World Day of Prayer Celebration” on March 6th at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 61 Payne Avenue, N. Tonawanda.  The topic is:  “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” in 
honor of the country of Zimbabwe.  Contact Donna Blinston with any questions.   
 

Deacons Tonawanda School Mission Project 
The Deacons are continuing to partner with the Tonawanda Elementary Schools to provide much 
needed clothing to the children in need.  This is an ongoing mission project and the Deacons would 
like to thank the people that have donated so generously.  With the cold weather here, the schools 
would appreciate the warmer clothes suitable for the winter months.  There is a designated tote in the 
Narthex to place your donation.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on how you can 
donate and what items are needed.  Cash donations are also appreciated.   
 


