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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
February 12, 2017                 11:00am 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

Youth-led Worship! 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 

Gathering Prayer:                                                                   

 God of blessing, you call us to be one with you and your creation in love, 

faithfulness, and truth. Help us to carry out the vows we make: to adore you with our 

whole heart, to live in mutual support of one another, and to love as if your reign has 

fully come. Amen. 

 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups who 

stand in special need of God’s love. 

 

Prelude:  "Come, Now is the Time to Worship"                                           (Doerksen) 

 

Call to Worship:  

 You’re blessed when you stay on course, walking steadily on the road revealed 

 by GOD. 

 You’re blessed when you follow his directions, doing your best to find him. 

 That’s right—you don’t go off on your own; you walk straight along the road he 

 set. 

 You, GOD, prescribed the right way to live; now you expect us to live it. 

 Oh, that my steps might be steady, keeping to the course you set; 

 Then I’d never have any regrets in comparing my life with your counsel. 

 I thank you for speaking straight from your heart; I learn the pattern of your 

 righteous ways. 

 I’m going to do what you tell me to do; don’t ever walk off and leave me. 

 Let us worship our God! 

   

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "God of Wonders"                                     

Hearts 4 Worship 

(Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 

 At this time let us confess our sins to God, for his forgiveness and freedom. 

 

*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 

 Holy God, we confess that we bow down before other gods; we have turned 

our hearts away from you. Our worship of work and devotion to consumerism 

disorders our love of you and each other. Forgive us, God, and mend what is 

broken, that we may be one with you. Amen. 

*Time of Silent Prayer 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  

 Disciples of God, we gather today to confess our sins; by his mercy we are forgiven. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 

 

*Passing of the Peace: 

           The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

           And also with you. 

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “Trust and Obey”                            Red Hymnal # 454 

 

Time with “Mature” Disciples 

 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Lessons: 

 Matthew 5:21-37 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and 
‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry 

with a brother or sister,[a] you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult[b] a brother or 
sister,[c] you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23257a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23257b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23257c
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the hell[d] of fire. 23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that 

your brother or sister[e] has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the 
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister,[f] and then come and offer your 

gift. 25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court[g] with 
him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and 

you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny. 

Concerning Adultery 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you 
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her 

in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is 
better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into 

hell.[h] 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.[i] 

Concerning Divorce 
31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of 
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman 

commits adultery. 
Concerning Oaths 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not 

swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not swear by your 
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, 

No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.[j] 

     

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey 

the commandments of the LORD your God[a] that I am commanding you today, by loving 

the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless 

you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you 
do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to 

you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing 
the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today 

that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 
and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding 

fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the 
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

Meditation 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23257d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23258e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23259f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23260g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23264h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23265i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23272j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%0930%3A15-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-5725a
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith: from The Brief Statement of Faith 

 In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one 

triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in 

God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.   In sovereign love God created the world 

good and makes everyone equally in God's image male and female, of every race 

and people, to live as one community.  But we rebel against God; we hide from our 

Creator.  Ignoring God's commandments, we violate the image of God in others 

and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death 

to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God's condemnation.  Yet God acts 

with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of Abraham 

and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.  Hearing their 

cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, 

God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake 

her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is 

faithful still. With believers in every time and place,  we rejoice that nothing in life 

or in death  can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be 

to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*Hymn of Response:  “O Word of God Incarnate”                                                       # 327 

 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 People of God, the Lord has given us everything we have. Let us praise the Lord 

and give back. 

 

Offertory:   "Make Me a Servant"                                                                              (Willard) 
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*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                         Doxology # 592 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 Holy God, we offer you these gifts with thanks, so that together we may plant 

and water the seeds of your new world.  May we be your faithful servants as we 

cultivate your love, knowing that in all we accomplish, it is you who gives the 

growth. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Love the Lord Your God”                                                                                    

Hearts 4 Worship 

*Benediction 

*Postlude:  "The Solid Rock"                                                                                  (Bradbury) 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.  Scott Greenawalt 

2.   

3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Rev. Hal Tyson – Mcauley; Diane Eshelman  

Continuing Prayers: Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty 

Kolnacki; Judy Geerkin; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; 

Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail 

Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner;  Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola 

Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber; Joan 

Loeswick;  
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Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 

LITURGIST: Peggy Brown 

GREETER: Mary Ferro 

USHERS: David Holovics, Brian Burns, Diane Charsley, Alvin Marohn, Laura Marohn 

COFFEE HOUR:  Chili and mini golf 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if you 

or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

You are invited to a Chili Cook Off and Putt Putt Contest: At First Presbyterian 

Tonawanda NY TODAY at 12:15pm; Enter your favorite pot of Chili in the contest or pay 

$5 and sample as many as you like.  (kids under age 10  are free); Bring  your putters 

and test your skills on our indoor putt putt course set up throughout the building No 

putter? No problem!  We’ll have extras!  
 

Service of Wholeness and Healing: February 15th @ 7pm we will hold an evening 

service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a 

"come as you are" service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their 

lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary.  
 

Mardi Gras, also known as Fat Tuesday or Shrove Tuesday Feb. 28th is the day 

before Ash Wednesday, March 1st this year. On Tuesday, it's traditional to eat pancakes 

as a final treat before the fasting of Lent. A lesser known tradition, at least in Protestant 

circles, is the burning of last year's palms (from Palm Sunday), to create ashes for the 

next day.  We're gathering to burn ashes on Tuesday at 6:00 pm--OUTSIDE, so dress 

warmly and in clothes that are okay to get smoky. If you have palms from last year, 

bring them! Then we'll gather inside and pig out on pancakes. Bring friends and family. 

Questions? Please call Leslie at 692-1319. 
 

Ash Wednesday – Wed, February 10th : Pot Luck dinner at 6p ~ bring a dish to pass 

and your own place setting; Worship at 7:15p  
 

Annual Congregational Meeting will be in the Sanctuary, after worship March 5th. 
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 February  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

12  
 
H4W 9a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Youth leading 
Worship 11a 
Chili and mini golf 
12:15p 

 

13  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

14  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

CE 7p 
 

15  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Healing service 
6:30p 
 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 
  

 

16  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p  
(cake night) 

17  
UFO 7p 

18  
 

19  
H4W 9a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 

20 office closed 
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

21  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

22  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 
  

 

23  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Bell ensemble 7p 
 
Choir & H4W 7:30p 

24  
UFO 7p 

25  
 

26  
H4W 9a 
Choir & H4W 9:15a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
Hymn Auction 
12:30p 

 

27  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
Session 6:30p 

28  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

Burning of the palms 
6p 
Pancake supper 

Notes: 

 March  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 
Circle II 9:30a 
Potluck supper 6p 
Soloist 6:45p 
Worship 7:15p 

2  
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Worship mtg. 6p 
H4W planning 6:30p 
Bell ensemble 7p 
Choir 7:30p 

3  
 
CWU 1p 
World Day of Prayer 
First Pres. Tona 
 
UFO 7p 

4  
 

5  
 
Morning prayers 
8:30a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship / 
Communion 11a 
Congregational 
meeting 
 

6  
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
 

7  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

Deacons 7p 

8  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Soup supper 6p 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 
 

9  
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Bell ensemble 7p 
Choir 7:30p 

10  
UFO 7p 

11  
 

 

 

 


