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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
September 16,  2018                 11:00am 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
We welcome Kurt Ebsary as our musician 

 
DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
It says in the Bible, O God, that you created the world through your Word. Your Word is 
powerful! And so are our words. They can heal, create a smile, be a declaration of love; 
but they can also hurt and destroy a sense of self-worth. Give us your wisdom, God of 
the Word, so that as a church and as individuals, we use our words to build up and not 
to destroy. Amen. 
  

Prelude:    
         
Call to Worship:  
Be rich in faith, says the God who gives us life. 
We trust in God, who is faithful to us. 
Be strong in spirit, says the God who carries us through life. 
We trust in God, who surrounds us with love. 
Be generous to one another, says the God of abundant grace. 
We trust in God, who is the giver of every gift. 
Be steadfast in your lives, says the God of wisdom. 
We trust in God, who endures forever. 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:   “Open My Eyes, That I May See”    #324                                                   
                                            (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Let us use our voices to declare those things we have said and done that have 
separated us from God, and from each other, that we may experience God’s mercy and 
receive God’s forgiveness. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                      Unison 
God who loves us, you have always given us what we need. You have taken care 
of us, even when we could not take care of ourselves. You give us life and breath. 
Why do we still doubt you? Why do we still go our own way, rebelling against 
you? Why do we insist on getting our own way? God, we have hurt ourselves and 
others by being so fiercely independent. Give us courage enough to place our 
trust in you. Through the constant presence of the Spirit, we pray. Amen.  
 

*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  Ps. 19:7–8 

The law of the Lord is perfect, and it revives the soul; the decrees of the Lord are 
sure and make wise the simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, and it enlightens the eyes.  
Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ, the living Word, we are forgiven. Live in 
peace! 
 

*Passing of Peace:   
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
And also with you. 
 
*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 

                                    
*Our Faithful Response:  “Lift High the Cross”      #371 
 

Time with Young Disciples   
 As the children gather, let us sing #2233, “Where Children Belong” 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Proverbs 1:20-33 
20 Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. 21 At the busiest 
corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:22 “How long, O simple 
ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 
and fools hate knowledge? 
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23 Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; 
I will make my words known to you. 24 Because I have called and you refused, 
I  have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 25 and because you have ignored all 
my counsel and would have none of my reproof, 26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when panic strikes you, 27 when panic strikes you like a storm, and your 
calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. 
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but will 
not find me. 29 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, 30 
would have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, 31 therefore they shall eat 
the fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. 
32 For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; 
33 but those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of 
disaster.” 
 Mark 8:27-38 
27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he sternly 
ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 

34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for 
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world 
and forfeit their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 
the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 

Sermon:       The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
 
*Hymn of Response:  “Though I May Speak”      #335 
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith           Unison 
 Jesus Christ is Lord!  Alleluia, Amen! 
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
God has given us the sun and made us stewards of all creation. God has given us our 
lives and our very beings. Let us give to God, from what God has given us. 
 

Offertory:          
*Praising God’s Goodness:   Doxology       #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
God of wisdom, may this offering serve as a powerful witness to this world in 
need. Guide us as we administer the gifts that you have given us for the building 
of your kingdom. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “The Summons (Will You Come and Follow Me)”  #2130 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
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New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Ruth Gebera, Jon Apple, Martina Luzuriaga,  
Rev. Roosevelt Haynes, Rev. Dick Young, and Carol .   
 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger; Ruth Gebera; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; 
Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; 
Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman;  
Kris Yettra ; Judy Geerkin; Anna Dobrowski; David Haines; and Lauren Mauer. 
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob 
Palfi; Wilma Bender; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Nancy Rolando 
GREETERS:  Tom and Leslie Dugan 
USHERS:  Team 3 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

We would like to thank Kurt Ebsary for sharing his gifts with us today. 
 
The flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of my Sweetheart Don’s 81st birthday on September 18, given by Shirl 
Hagle.   
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Memory Lane Respite Program:  Our next respite program will be held on September 
18 from 10:30am-2:30pm.  There are many opportunities to help in volunteering or 
donating items, with no monthly commitment.  There is a tote in the Narthex with a list 
of items that are being requested.  Monetary donations are also much appreciated – 
check can be made payable to the church and write “Memory Lane” in the memo line.  If  
you know of anyone suffering from dementia and would like more information about this 
program, please contact the respite committee: Kathy Greenawalt, Janet Haacker, 
Marilee Mathias, Pastor Leslie Latham or Judy Winters. 
  
Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, September 19 @ 6:30pm First 
Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted 
to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" 
service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or 
otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Tonawanda School Mission Project:  School is back in session and the Deacons are 
teamed up with the Tonawanda Elementary Schools again to provide much needed 
clothing to needy children.  Either a monetary donation or clothing donation is 
acceptable.  There is a tote in the Narthex where you can drop off donations.  See Jane 
Crossan or Leslie Dugan with any questions.  Thank you for your continued support.   
 
Presbyterian Women’s Fall Gathering:  All Presbyterian Women of the church are 
invited to the PW Fall Gathering on Saturday, September 29 at Maryvale Presbyterian 
Church in Cheektowaga.  Registration is at 10:30am.  The topic is “God is With Us in 
Times of Trouble.”  The cost for lunch is $7.00.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  Any 
questions, see Jane Crossan.   
 
Communion Workshop:  Saturday, October 6 from 10am-12noon.  For anyone wishing 
to take/serve communion, come and learn the meaning of communion and help make 
the bread that will be served on October 7.  Sign-up with Pastor Leslie.  All ages are 
invited!   
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon:  Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14 at 12:15pm. 
The Deacons are sponsoring a Sub Sandwich Luncheon right after church.  Bring a can 
of beef stew, chili, baked beans or hearty soup for donation to Hearts For The Homeless.  
Monetary donations are also welcome and will be used for the Mission Trip to Puerto 
Rico.  Watch for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex.   
 
Office Hours for Secretary: Judy Winters will be in the church office Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:00am-3:00pm and will have flexible hours on Monday 
and Friday.  If you need to stop in at the church on Monday or Friday, please call first.   
 
New Bible Study Class:  The Christian Education Committee is offering a Bible Study, 
“God’s Promise, I Am With You,” beginning in October.  If you are interested in joining 
this study, we will meet after church on September 30 to decide on a day and time to 
meet.  Any questions, see Nancy Bassett. 
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 September  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
16  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 

17  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 
CE Mtg 6p 
Session 7p 

18  
 
 
Memory Lane  
10:30a-2:30p 

19  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

20  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 

21  
 
UFO 7P 

22  
 

23  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 

24  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

25  
 

26  
Circle II 9a 

27  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
St. Francis 
Resource Fair 

28  
 
UFO 7P 

29  
 
PW Fall 
Gathering 
10:30a 

30  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
Mission Sunday 

 

 October  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

2  
 
Deacons 1p 
 

3  
Circle II  
“Octoberfest 
Sale” 10a-1:30p 

4  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 

5  
UFO 7P 

6  
Communion 
Workshop 
10am 
All Ages 
Invited 

7  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
World Communion Day 

8  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

9  
 

10  
Circle II 9a 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship 3p 

12  
UFO 7P 

13  
 

14  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon 
 12:15pm 

15  
 AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p  
 
CE Mtg 
Session 7p 

16  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30a-2:30p 

17  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

18  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 

19  
UFO 7P 

20  
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