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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
March 24, 2019                 11:00am 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 
Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Your glory and power, O God, surround us in the sanctuary. We lift up our hands and 
call on your name. We are your people, thirsty for the living water you alone can give. 
When we consider how you have helped us, giving us a spring that gushes up to 
eternal life, we cling to you, singing praises with joyful lips; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Prelude: 
 
Call to Worship:   
Everyone who thirsts:  
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
All who are hungry for righteousness:  
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
All who need the help of God:  
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so that you may live. 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:   “God of Grace and God of Glory”   #307 
      (Prayer Concerns Collected)   
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession 
The Scriptures call us to turn from sinful ways and return to God, who offers mercy and 
pardon. Trusting in that mercy, let us call upon God who is near. 
 
*Prayer of Confession           Unison 
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response to you. 
You set before us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to lesser things that 
cannot satisfy. You call us to attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge 
our own desires. Our ways are not your ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your  
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thoughts. Forgive us when we fall short of your claim upon our lives. Disturb our  
complacency and quicken our desire for a more fruitful life. Be patient, we pray,  
as we amend who we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be. We 
ask this in the name of our Savior, your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession         
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison   
God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way through, a 
way back to God. Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and 
are raised with him. With gratitude, in faith, we will walk the way of Christ. Amen. 
 
Kyrie Eleison           #579 
 
*Our Faithful Response:  “O for a Closer Walk with God”    #739 
 
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 55:1-13 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
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I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 For you shall go out in joy, 
    and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
    shall burst into song, 
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
    for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
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 Luke: 13:1-9 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 
Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or 
those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that 
they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 
dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 
you can cut it down.’” 

Sermon:            The Rev. Leslie Latham 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

*Affirmation of Faith:   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Response:  “When We are Living”      #822 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering: 
Disciples of Jesus, children of God, we often spend our money on that which is not true 
bread, and labor toward things that will never satisfy. In our offering, we give to things 
that are of God: bread for the hungry, good news for those who are oppressed, the 
ministries of the church that welcome strangers and sons and daughters alike. We 
bring before God a portion of all that God has so freely given to us. 
 
Offertory: 
 

*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
Receive, O God, the fruits of our labor and with these gifts accept the offering of 
our lives. Unite us with Christ that we may share in his ministry and glorify you. 
Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending: “O God, You Are My God Alone”    #696 
      (Psalm 63) 
*Benediction:   
 
*Postlude:    

* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s 
Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
 

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Bonnie Bringhurst, Marlene Tyrrell, Ruth Gebera, Deal 
Kowsky,  Moeller Family, Josh Haacker Family, and ChristChurch in New Zealand.   
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Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt, Tim, Pat & Bob Erisman, Alvin Marohn, Kris Yettra, 
Ruth Gebera, Judy Geerkin, Paul Card, refugees at the Mexican Border, Nadia,  Joey, Ruth 
Weber, and Doris Carlson. 
 

 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Ruth Weber; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; 
Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 
 

LITURGIST:  Bonnie Zimmer 
GREETERS:  Shirley Hagle & Bonnie Zimmer 
USHERS:      Team 3 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
Morning Prayers/Communion Service at 8:30am:  Sunday mornings during Lent,  
Pastor Leslie will hold a worship/communion service in the parlor.  All are invited.   
 

Potluck Luncheon & Meeting: TODAY right after worship. Please join the Ministry 
Team for a fun review of all the various ministry gifts we share as Greeters, Liturgists, 
Ushers, Acolytes, and Communion servers.  Bring your favorite dish to pass and place 
setting.  Any questions, contact Janet Haacker or Pat Loeswick.     
 

Memorial Easter Flower Sale:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter flowers to 
honor loved ones.  Orders will be taken on March 24, March 31, and April 7.  The cost 
will be $10.00.   
 

Distinguished Speakers Series:  Wednesday, March 27 at 7:00pm – The Mission and 
Outreach Team have invited Dr. Leeland Jones to speak on battling addiction.  He is an 
Addiction Counselor, Minister, and Author.  Narcan training will also be provided.   
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Welcome Spring Sale:  Wednesday, April 3 – Circle II Women’s Group is having their 
“Welcome Spring Sale” on Wednesday, April 3 from 10am-1:00pm.  Lunch will be served 
from 11am-12:30pm featuring Ham Noodle Casserole, fresh baked pie, and a beverage.  
Cost is $6.00.  Come and shop the Mini-boutique, thrift shop and plant sale.  Proceeds to 
benefit local charities.  Take-out is available for $6.50. 
 

Bible Study Class:  There has been a change in the day and time of the Bible Study 
Class.  They will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at 6pm.  The next class is 
scheduled for April 25 at 6pm.   
 

Deacons Tonawanda School Mission Project:  Thank you for your continued support 
with this ongoing mission project for the needy kids in the Tonawanda schools.  Either a 
monetary or clothing donation is acceptable.  A list of needed clothing items is posted in  
the Narthex.  There is also a tote in the Narthex where you can drop off any donations.  
Please see Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan with any questions.   
 

 March  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
24  
Lenten/Communion Worship 
8:30a 
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Potluck Luncheon Meeting 
12:15pm 

25  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

26  
 

27  
Circle II 9a 
 
Distinguished 
Speakers Series 
7p   
Dr. Leeland Jones 
& Narcan Training 

28  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

29  
UFO 7p 

30  
 

31  
Lenten/Communion Worship 
8:30a 
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

 
 
 

 April  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

2  
Deacons 1p 
 
Mission & 
Outreach Team 
6p 
 

3  
“Welcome 
Spring Sale” 
10:a-1:30p 
 
 

4  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p 
 
Worship Team 6p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

5  
UFO 7p 

6  
 

 


	DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE

