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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
April 14,  2019                 11:00am 

Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 
Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Gracious God, as we enter this Holy Week, strengthen us to move beyond the festive 
parade of palms and to follow Jesus into the way of the cross, that united with him and 
all the faithful, we may one day enter through the gates of righteousness into the 
eternal city, the New Jerusalem, where we may praise you with Christ and the Holy 
Spirit forever. Amen. 
 
Introit/Procession of the Palms: Choir 
 
Call to Worship:   
Blessed is Jesus, who comes in God’s name. 
Hosanna! The realm of God comes near. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of the Holy God. 
Hosanna! The realm of God comes near. 
Blessed are you, when you come in God’s name. 
Hosanna! The realm of God comes near. 
Come, let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:  “All Glory, Laud and Honor”    #196 
      (Prayer Concerns Collected)   
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession 
Let us confess our sin to our God, trusting that God’s steadfast love endures forever.  
 

*Prayer of Confession           Unison 
God of heaven and earth, we give you thanks for sending us Jesus Christ in your 
name. Even though we profess to follow him, we confess that in times of trial we 
too often deny him. Forgive us and heal us, we pray. Help us to put our faith not 
in the princes of this world, but only in the Prince of Peace. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
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*Time of Silent Confession         
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison 
It is the Lord who helps us; who will declare us guilty? Because of the grace we 
received in baptism, we have nothing to fear. Forgiven and freed, let us share the 
peace of Christ with one another. 
 
Passing of the Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Eleison           #579 
 
*Our Faithful Response:  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”     #197 
 
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 50:4-9a  
4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain 
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as 
those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did 
not turn backward. 6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those 
who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
 
7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8 he who vindicates me is 
near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 
Let them confront me. 9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
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 Luke 23:1-49 
23 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 2 They began to 
accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay 
taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” 3 Then Pilate 
asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” 4 Then Pilate said 
to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this 
man.” 5 But they were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout 
all Judea, from Galilee where he began even to this place.” 

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he 
learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was 
himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had 
been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about him and was 
hoping to see him perform some sign. 9 He questioned him at some length, but Jesus 
gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing 
him. 11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he 
put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back to Pilate. 12 That same day Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies. 

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 14 and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; and here I have 
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your 
charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has 
done nothing to deserve death. 16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him. 

18 Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for 
us!” 19 (This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken 
place in the city, and for murder.) 20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them 
again; 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to them, 
“Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I 
will therefore have him flogged and then release him.” 23 But they kept urgently 
demanding with loud shouts that he should be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 24 So 
Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man they 
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he 
handed Jesus over as they wished. 

26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great  
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number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating 
their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the 
days are surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide 
his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription 
over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah?  Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two. 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend 
my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had 
taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48 And when all 
the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they 
returned home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his acquaintances, including the women 
who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.   

Sermon:    “The Problem of Passion”    The Rev. Leslie Latham 
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

*Affirmation of Faith:   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Response: “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty”    #198 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 
God has given us his Child, Jesus the Christ, as the way of our salvation. Let us then 
give generously, as God has given to us. 
 
Offertory: 
 
*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
Holy One, we give you thanks for the great deeds of salvation that you have done 
and continue to do. Bless these offerings of thanksgiving that they may further 
your kingdom in this world; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
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ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 
*Hymn of Sending: “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”   #223 
 
*Benediction:   
 
*Postlude:    

* Those who are able, please stand 

 
 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s 
Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
 

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:   
 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt, Tim, Pat & Bob Erisman, Alvin Marohn, Kris Yettra, 
Ruth Gebera, Judy Geerkin, Paul Card,  Nadia,  Joey, Ruth Weber, Doris Carlson, Bonnie 
Bringhurst, Marlene Tyrrell, Ruth Gebera, and Deal Kowsky.   
 

 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Ruth Weber; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; 
Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going 
through,no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If 
you would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
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LITURGIST:  Janet Haacker 
GREETERS:   Nancy Dietrich 
USHERS:      Team 2 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Memory Lane:  The next Memory Lane group will meet on April 16 from 10:30am-
2:30pm.  There are many opportunities for you to help in volunteering and no monthly 
commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  If you know someone that 
may benefit from this program, please contact one of the Respite Committee members.   
 

Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, April 17 at 6:30pm – We will hold a 
service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will include communion.  This is a 
“come as you are” service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their 
lives, Presbyterian or otherwise.  Please join us in the sanctuary.   
 

Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday: There will be a Potluck dinner at 6pm 
followed by communion worship at 7:15pm.  Bring your favorite dish to pass and place 
setting.   
 

Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday: Please join us in the sanctuary for worship at 
10am.  There will be no Sunday School that day.   
 

Hunger Sunday:  April 21 – Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger 
Sunday.  Food and cash donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin 
Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the Narthex.  Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Distinguished Speakers Series – Wednesday, April 24 
The Mission and Outreach Team has invited Pat Loeswick to speak at 7pm.  She is a 
former Social Studies Teacher in Tonawanda and has presented various, interesting talks 
to the community.  This talk will feature an interesting story about the assassination of  
President McKinley.  This is a free event and open to the public; so tell your family and 
friends.   
 

Bible Study Class:  There has been a change in the day and time of the Bible Study 
Class.  They will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at 6pm.  The next class is 
scheduled for April 25 at 6pm.   
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