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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

September 30,  2018                 11:00am 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

We welcome Kurt Ebsary as our Musician 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
*Oración de Gratitud 

Es maravilloso, Señor, tener los brazos abiertos cuando hay tantos mutilados. 
Mis ojos ven cuando hay tantos sin luz. 

Mi voz canta, cuando hay tantos que enmuceden. 
Mis manos trabajan, cuando hay tantos que mendigan. 

Es maravilloso volver a casa cuando hay tantos que no tienden donde ir. 
Es maravilloso amar, vivir, sonreir y soñar 

Cuando hay tantos que lloran, odian y se revuelven en pesadillas. 
Es maravilloso tener un DIOS en quien creer, 

Cuando hay tantos que no tienen consuelo ni tampoco tienen fé. 
Es maravilloso, Señor, sobre todo 

Tener tan poco que pedir y tanto que agradecerte. Amén. 
 

*Prayer of Gratitude 
It is a wonderful thing, O Lord, to have open arms  

when so many bear grievous injuries. 
My eyes see when so many have no light. 

My voice lifts in song, when so many are silenced. 
My hands work, when so many must beg. 

It is a wondrous thing to return to my home 
When so many have nowhere to go. 

It is a wonderful thing to love, smile, and dream 
When so many weep, hate, and suffer recurring nightmares. 

It is a wonder to have a GOD in whom I believe, 
When so many have neither comfort nor faith. 

It is a wonderful thing, O Lord, above all  
To have so little I seek and so much for which I give thanks. 

 

Prelude:    
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Call to Worship:  
Holy Spirit, open us now to God’s presence and will. Give us a new vision of community that 
transcends race, gender, and culture. 
We who once were no people, are now your people, a living community of women, men 
and children. Give us one heart and soul. Set us free to have all things in common. 
We invoke you, Spirit of unity—transform our divisions, reshape our vision. Reconcile our 
people. 
Help us to hear your call to heal the wounded creation, to cultivate and enhance it. You 
have called us to be agents of transformation. May it be so! 
As we gather for worship, helps us hear your word of love and justice clearly. Give us the 
power and courage to act on behalf of the “least” in all we do, in service to you. 
Come, let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:    “What Does the Lord Require of You?”    #2174 
                                              (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
Psalm 124          
If the LORD had not been on our side–let Israel now say–  
if the LORD had not been on our side, 
 when enemies rose up against us,  
then they would have swallowed us up alive, 
 in their fierce anger against us; 
then the flood would have swept us away, 
 the torrent would have gone over us;  
then the raging waters would have gone over us.  
Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth! 
We have escaped as a bird from the snares of the fowlers, 

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.  
*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Passing of Peace:   
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
And also with you. 
                           
Anthem:     “The Broken”          Bebo  Norman 
  (Stephan Palermo) 
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LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 James 5:13-20 
13 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing 
songs of praise. 14 Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church 
and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 The 
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 
committed sins will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective. 17 Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

19 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought 
back by another, 20 you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering 
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 Esther 7:1-6; 9-10; 9:20-22 
1 So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 On the second day, as 
they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen 
Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, 
O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the 
lives of my people—that is my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men 
and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this 
damage to the king.”5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where 
is he, who has presumed to do this?” 6 Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked 
Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 
 
9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very 
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at 
Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” 10 So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the 
king abated. 
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20 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 enjoining them that they should keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, 
year by year, 22 as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as 
the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning 
into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for 
sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 
 

Sermon:  “The Prayerful Suffering”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed       Unison 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
         
*Hymn of Response:  “There Is a Line of Women”  -  See Insert or screen 
 (Text. John L. Bell; Sung to the tune AURELIA: The Church’s One Foundation) 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Today and every day, we see signs of God’s grace and abundance. But we also know that 
there is suffering and need in the world. Give freely of what you have been given, as a witness 
to God’s actions in the world. 
 

Offertory:    
 

*Praising God’s Goodness:   Doxology       #592 
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*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                          Unison 
Blessed be the LORD, for God is good, and God’s love endures forever. Our Creator, help 
us to mirror your goodness through this offering, in the world. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:   “God , You Spin the Whirling Planets”    #285 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Prayers for safe arrival of baby Oliver Rayner and baby of Hannah 
Vechchio; Judy Geerkin (recent fall); Sheryl (Friend of Janet Haacker diagnosed with breast cancer); victims of 
recent school shootings, teachers,  students, and law enforcement personnel. 
 
Continuing Prayers:  Jon Apple, Ruth Gebera, Ruth Weber,  Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; 
Gerry Tyrrell; Father Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger;  Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; 
Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; 
Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman; Kris Yettra ; Judy Geerkin; Anna Dobrowski; David Haines; and 
Lauren Mauer. 
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Wilma Bender; Lillian Simon; 
Joy Welch; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, seeking to 
learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, no matter where you 
may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you would like more information,   please 
call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 



 

 
 

6 

 
LITURGIST: Janet Haacker 
GREETERS:  Lucille Rowley 
USHERS:  Team 1 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. 
Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a 
loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
We would like to thank Kurt Ebsary for sharing his gifts with us today. 
 
Tonawanda School Mission Project:  School is back in session and the Deacons are teamed up with the 
Tonawanda Elementary Schools again to provide much needed clothing to needy children.  Either a monetary 
donation or clothing donation is acceptable.  There is a tote in the Narthex where you can drop off donations.  
See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan with any questions.  Thank you for your continued support.   
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon:  Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14 at 12:15pm. The Deacons are 
sponsoring a Sub Sandwich Luncheon right after church.  Bring a can of beef stew, chili, baked beans or 
hearty soup for donation to Hearts For The Homeless.  Monetary donations are also welcome and will be used 
for the Mission Trip to Puerto Rico.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.   
 
New Bible Study Class:  The Christian Education Committee is offering a Bible Study, “God’s Promise, I Am 
With You,” beginning in October.  If you are interested in joining this study, we will meet after church TODAY, 
September 30, to decide on a day and time to meet.  Any questions, see Nancy Bassett. 
 
Octoberfest Sale and Luncheon:  Circle II Women’s Group will hold their “Octoberfest Sale and Luncheon” 
on Wednesday, October 3 from 10am-1:30pm.  Lunch will be served from 11am-1pm featuring homemade 
goulash, fresh baked pie, and a beverage for a cost of $6.00.  Take out is also available for $6.50.  Come and 
shop the Mini-Boutique, Crafts, Thrift Shop, and Plant Place and relax and have a delicious lunch.  Proceeds to 
benefit local charities.   
 
Hunger Sunday:  Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash 
donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach.  Next one is 
October 21st.  Thank you for your support!   
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 September  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
23  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 

24  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

25  
 

26  
Circle II 9a 

27  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
St. Francis 
Service Fair 
 4p-7p 
 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 
 

28  
 
UFO 7P 

29  
 
PW Fall 
Gathering 
10:30a 
 
Edmonds/Frye 
Wedding 1p 

30  
Adopt-A-Highway 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
Mission Sunday 
 
Bible Study Meeting 12:15p 
 

 

 October  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

2  
 
Deacons 1p 
 

3  
Circle II  
“Octoberfest 
Sale” 10a-1:30p 

4  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

5  
UFO 7P 

6  
 

7  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
World Communion Day 

8  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Office Closed 

9  
 

10  
Circle II 9a 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

12  
UFO 7P 
 
 

13  
 
 

14  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon 
 12:15pm 

15  
 AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p  
 
CE Mtg 6p 
 
Session 7p 

16  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30a-2:30p 

17  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

18  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

19  
UFO 7P 

20  
 
 

21  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Sunday School Teacher 
Meeting 10:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
Hunger Sunday 

22  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

23  
 

24  
 
Circle II 9a 

25  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

26  
UFO 7P 

27  
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