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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

December 8,  2019                 11:00am 
2nd Sunday of Advent  

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
O come, green shoot of Jesse, free 

Your people from despair and apathy; 
Forge justice for the poor and meek; 

Grant safety for the young ones and the weak. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear; 
God’s chosen one, Immanuel, draws near. 

 

Prelude    
 
Call to Worship:    
This is the season of holy waiting. 
We wait for the One on whom the Spirit of the Holy God rests. 
We watch for the One who judges with righteousness and decides with equity. 
We wait while the night begins to glow with the light of day. 
Come, let us walk in the light of God! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:  “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  #82   
     (Prayer Concerns Collected)  

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle :  Alvin & Laura Marohn & Nathan Harrington 

Congregation sings: 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, 
Shine through the darkness, Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your Church gathered today. 
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The Light shines in the darkness,  
But the darkness has not overcome it.  
During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily strength. 
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  
We grow weary when fear overshadows faith.  
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  
We grow weary when destructive actions erupt in the world around us.  
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  
For all of us feeling weary this Advent season:  
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we 
act, and the grace of Christ as we speak. 

 

*Call to Confession 
A voice is crying out in the wilderness: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
O God we offer you our repentance. We replace holy days with holidays. We hurry 
past opportunities to give the gifts of kindness and honesty. We do not prepare 
the place for your birth in our lives. We do not listen to angels in our dreams, or 
forgive those dearest to us, or welcome the poor and the stranger into our hearts 
and homes. Accept our humble apologies and guide us to your everlasting grace.  
Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness   
The reign of God has come near; the repentant will be judged with righteousness.  We 
are forgiven.  
Be filled with hope, believing in the power of the risen Christ to bring us to new 
life. Rejoice and believe.  
  

* Gloria: “Halle, Halle, Halle”        #591 
 

*Our Faithful Response:    “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”  #163  
 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 11:1-10 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be 
the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live 
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze,  
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the 
adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be 
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
 Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  

   “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of 
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 



 5 

 

Sermon:   “Maybe You Need a Haircut”    The Rev. Leslie Latham 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:    From Romans 15:4-13 (excerpts)     Unison 
Whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction so that we could 
have hope through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
scriptures. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with each other, similar to Christ Jesus’ attitude.  That way you can 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ together with one voice. 

So welcome each other, in the same way that Christ also welcomed you, for God’s 
glory. I’m saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for 
the sake of God’s truth, in order to confirm the promises given to the 
ancestors, and so that the Gentiles could glorify God for his mercy. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in faith so that you overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

*Hymn of Response:  “Isaiah the Prophet Has Written”    #77 
 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
 be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
 our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver  
 us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 

 

 Invitation to the Offering: 
God is ever faithful and has blessed us with so much. With grateful hearts, let us offer 
back to God what we have, with love and thanksgiving. 

  

Offertory:   
 

*Praising God’s Goodness – Doxology       #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
God of wisdom, may this offering serve as a powerful witness to this world in 
need.  Guide us as we administer the gifts that you have given us for the building 
of your kingdom. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
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ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending: “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”    #378   
 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s Sanctuary - at 
the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319. 
 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.   
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Nancy Bassett and Family of Lucille Dziomba. 
 
Continuing Prayers: Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin; Paul Card; Nadia; 
Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; 
Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga, Michael, Maras Family, Katie, DeSain & Fluellen Families, Brett, Diane and Bob 
Eshelman and family, and Mary and Norma Bender.      
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris Carlson;  Alice 
Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.  
  
Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, seeking to learn 
what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, no matter where you may be on 
your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you would like more information,   please call Judy in 
the church office @ 692-1319 
 
LITURGIST:   Janet Haacker 
GREETER:   Janet Schurr and Sue Schurr 
USHERS:       Team 4 
  

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. Simply 
call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a loved 
one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

The Worship Team would like to thank the following people who helped in the “Hanging of the 
Greens”  -  Brian Burns, Nancy Burns, Kelsey Burns, Kaitlyn Burns, Pastor Leslie Latham, Mike 
Donovan, Shirley Hagle, Pat Loeswick, Al Marohn, Laura Marohn, and Jane Crossan.   
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Advent Sunday Early Morning Communion/Worship 
During the Advent Season, Pastor Leslie will hold special communion/worship services in the parlor at 8:30am 
on December 1, December 8, December 15, and December 22.  This is a meaningful way to enter into the 
Advent Season of love.  
 

Christmas Memorial Flowers:  Today is the last day to purchase your memorial flower.  The Deacons will be 
selling flowers before and after worship today. The cost is $10.00.    
 

Tonawanda City Schools Holiday Party Food Drive 
Please help the Deacons collect food for those children in need right here in our own city.  Bags will be filled 
with particular food items and will be given to the kids at the holiday party to take home to have during their 
Christmas break.  Tickets will be handed out with specific items that are needed. Cash donations are also 
welcome.  Food and donations need to be here by December 8.  See Jane Crossan for more information.   
 

Presbyterian Women’s Annual Christmas Tea:  Sunday, December 8 
All women of the church are invited to attend right after worship.  Come and enjoy yourself with lots of treats 
and fellowship. (Men are welcome too).  
         
Charlie Brown Mitten Tree 
Our Charlie Brown Mitten Tree will be accepting your beautiful handmade or purchased hats, mittens or 
scarves.  These warm items will be distributed to children in need in Tonawanda.  All items need to be on the 
tree by December 11th.  Watch for the Charlie Brown Tree in the Narthex.   
 

Annual Cookie Exchange & Open House:  Saturday, December 14 – 1pm-3pm 
You’re all invited to Pastor Leslie’s house for her Annual Cookie Exchange & Open House.  Feel free to bring a 
dozen cookies to exchange.  There will be plenty of food and beverages to go around.  
The address is:  51 Rockne Road, Tonawanda. 
 

Worship Circle:  Sunday, December 15 at 9:30am  
This event is likely to be cancelled.  Sunday School will still be held as usual.  Watch for details. 
 

Adult Bible Study Class:  Sunday, January 19 at 12:15pm 
The Bible Study Class will not be held in December.  The next class will be on January 19 at 12:15pm.  Feel free 
to bring a lunch or something to snack on.  Any questions, contact Nancy Bassett.   
 

Hunger Sunday:  December 15 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash donations are welcome and 
proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the Narthex.  Thank you for 
your support.   
 

Ecumenical Blue Christmas:  Monday, December 16 at 7pm 
There will be an Ecumenical Blue Christmas service on Monday, December 16 at 7pm at The Church of Nativity 
at 1530 Colvin Blvd, Town of Tonawanda.  All are invited to participate in this worship service.   
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Memory Lane Respite Program:  Tuesday, December 17 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held from 10:30am-2:30pm.  There are many opportunities for you 
to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  If you 
would like to volunteer, stop by and see what the program is all about or contact Mike Donovan.  Fun for all! 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:  Wednesday, December 18 at 6:30pm 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm.  This is a 
“come as you are” service, includes communion, is open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness in their 
lives, Presbyterian or otherwise.  Please join us in the sanctuary.  
 

Session Meeting:  Sunday, December 22 at 12:15pm 
There will be a brief Session Meeting on Sunday, December 22nd right after worship.  There will be no regular 
Session Meeting on Monday, December 16.   
 

Christmas Eve Communion Service:  December 24 
Please join us at the Christmas Eve Worship/Communion Service on Dec. 24 at 8pm.   
 

 December  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
8  
Advent Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
PW Christmas Tea 12:15p 

9  
AA 9a 
 

10  
Deacons 1p 

11  
 

12  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p  
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

13  
UFO 7p 

14  
 

15  
Advent Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a  
 
Hunger Sunday 
 
 

16  
AA 9a 
 
 
 

17  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30am-2:30pm 

18  
Healing Service 
6:30p 

19  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p  
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

20  
UFO 7p 

21  
 

22  
Advent Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
Session Mtg: 12:15p 
 
 

23  
AA 9a 
 

24  
Office Closed 
 
Christmas Eve 
Worship  8p 

25  
Office Closed 

26  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p  
 

27  
UFO 7p 

28  
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