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Order of Worship 
1st Sunday after Christmas  Chalk the House Blessing 

We Celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism & Holy Communion 
January 1, 2017                                                                     10:00 am 

 
Gathering Prayer: 
Later  
 after the angels, 
  after the stable, 
   after the Child, 
  they went back… 
   as we always must, 
  back to the world that doesn’t understand 
   our talk of angels and stars 
    and especially not the Child. 
We go back complaining that it doesn’t last. 
They went back singing praises to God! 
We do have to go back, 
 but we can still sing the alleluias!   
   ~Ann Weems; from Kneeling in Bethlehem 
 
Call to Worship:  
In this Christmas season of great joy, we praise the Lord; 
for in mercy and abundant steadfast love, God has become our Savior. 
Even in times of danger and threat, we praise God, who has set us free from fear and death 
through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of  our salvation. 
With all creation, in the midst of the congregation, we praise and put our trust in God alone. 
Let us worship our newborn King! 
 
Hymn:  “Love Has Come”                                                                                                            See insert 
 
Call to Confession: 
 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, through Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself to redeem us. Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 
Prayer of Confession: 
Silent prayer 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness. We 
confess that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our 
eyes to glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew our 
hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness  

Children of God, it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners.  
He is our Savior in all our distress, and it is his presence that saves us. We declare the good 
news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  



 

 

 
Song:  “God Claims You”  We will sing, “Alaric, Alaric, God claims you…”                                   STF # 2249 
 
The Sacrament of Baptism                                                         
 Alaric Philipp Hankinson 
 
Hymn:  “Song of Zechariah”                                                                                            # 602 
 
Prayer for Illumination  
Scripture Lessons: 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, because of all that the Lord has 
done for us,  and the great favor to the house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy,  according 
to the abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people,  children who will not deal 
falsely”; and he became their savior 9 in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved 
them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

 Psalm 148 
Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens, praise the LORD, in the heights.  
Praise the Lord, all you holy angels; praise the LORD, all heavenly hosts. 
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; praise the LORD, all you shining stars.  
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.  
Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created.  
The LORD made them stand fast forever and ever and gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,  
fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, obeying God’s will;  
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;  
wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and winged birds; 
kings of the earth and all peoples, rulers and all judges of the world;  
Young men and women, old and young together. 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for the name of the LORD only is exalted,and the splendor of the 
LORD is over earth and heaven.  
The LORD has raised up strength for the chosen people and praise for all loyal servants, the 
children of Israel, a people who are near to the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 
Hymn:  “Let Us Build a House”                                                                                      See insert 
  
We Chalk the House: 
The three Wise Men, 

C Caspar, 
M Melchior, 
B and Balthasar  

followed the star of God’s Son who became human, 
20 two thousand 
16 sixteen years ago. 

++ May Christ bless our home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen. 
C M B above the door also stands for Christus Mansionem Benedicat, Latin for “May Christ Bless this 
House.” 



 

 

“Chalking the door” or the doorstep may be used as a way to celebrate and literally “mark” the occasion. In the Old 
Testament the Israelites were told to mark their doors with the blood of the lamb on the night of the Passover to ensure that the 
angel of death would pass them by. Deuteronomy 6:9 says that we shall “write [the words of God] on your heart; and you 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house … and you shall write them on 
the door posts of your house and on your gates.” 

Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be helpful to your people; and grant that 
through the invocation of your most Holy Name all those who with it write the names of your saints, 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, may receive health of body and protection of soul for all who dwell in the 
homes where this chalk is used, we make this prayer through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Call to the Offering: 
God has satisfied us with goodness; come and share the blessing of the Lord. 
 
Offering 
 
Prayer of Dedication: 
In this season of giving, O God, we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring. May they be used in the service of your grace and truth dwelling 
among us. In Christ’s holy name we pray. Amen.  
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion: 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
                                     ***** 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna 

in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion: 
 God of all good gifts, hungering for your realm of justice and peace we feast on Christ, the 
bread who has come down from heaven. Thank you for this gift. Strengthen our bodies, nourish 
our hearts, and fill our minds that we may joyfully join you in your work in the world. Amen. 
 
Carol:  “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                                                              # 36 
 

Benediction 
Postlude 


