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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
April 9, 2017                 11:00am 

Palm Sunday 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Gathering Prayer:                                                          (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 We rise, O God, awakened by your Word, to live another day.  Lead us in your path. 

Show me the steps to take toward greater faith.  Hold us in your care as we move 

through this Holy Week  where the shadows deepen even in the daylight.  Hosanna! Save 

us now, dear God! Amen. 

 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups 

who stand in special need of God’s love.  

 

Prelude:  "Festival March on St. Theodulph"                                                       (Hughes) 

 

Introit: "Hosanna! Blessed Is He that Comes"                                                    (Hopson) 

The Choir with Joya  and Stefan Palermo, handbells 

 

Call to Worship: Written by Rev. Drew Ludwig 

Jesus was beloved by the poor and the outcast 

but he was a threat to people with power. 

Jesus stood against the Temple, 

so he was a threat to the Sadducees. 

Jesus healed on the Sabbath and ate with sinners, 

so he was a threat to the Pharisees. 

Jesus took the titles of “Lord,” “Son of God,” and “King.” 

Those were the Caesar's titles: so he was a threat to the government. 

Jesus came without violence 

yet he disturbed the peace. 

Jesus came proclaiming the Kingdom of God 

and the kingdoms of this world were frightened. 

Lord, help us to love your Kingdom more than the kingdoms of this world.  

For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                                         # 88 

 (Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 

 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Call to Confession: 

       Let us face this day of palms and Jesus’ passion with honesty, confessing our sin 

before God. 

 

*Prayer of Confession: 

The Lord is God, and God has given us light. God has answered our prayer and become 

our salvation. 

We join the festal procession with branches in hand. We rejoice at the coming of 

our king! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the house of 

the Lord. 

We bless and praise you Lord, from the safety of this place. But we confess: we 

will not go where you are going. 

We admire you, but are scared to follow you. We stand at the roadside, with hearts like 

stones.  

Even they must cry out, but they are heavy with what they know: that when your 

adversaries gather, we will flee from you. When accusations mount, and insults 

shame you, our shame will be our turning back. Oh, the ways we will betray you. 

Our times are in your hand, O God. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. Deliver us.  Amen. 

Time for Silent Prayer 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  

Your God has come to you, humble, in the form of a slave, to free you from the weight 

of sin and death. Jesus’ obedient suffering has released you.  

Our sins are forgiven, in the name of the one who is exalted beyond what we can 

comprehend: Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 
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*Our Faithful Response:  “Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!”                      # 91       

 

Time with Young Disciples 

 

Anthem:  "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna"                                                                          (Lau) 

The Choir 

 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons: 

Responsive Reading 

  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29       

Give thanks to the LORD, who is good; whose mercy endures forever.  

Let Israel now proclaim, "The mercy of the LORD endures forever.”  

Open for me the gates of righteousness, I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the 

LORD.  

“This is the gate of the LORD, those who are righteous may enter.” 

I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have become my  salvation.  

The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief  cornerstone.  

This is the LORD’S doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

This is the day which the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it!  

Hosanna, LORD, hosanna! LORD, send us now success.      

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; we will bless you from the 

house of the LORD. 

God is the LORD; who has shined upon us; form a procession with branches up to  the 

horns of the altar. 

“You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt you.” Give 

thanks to the LORD, who is good; whose mercy endures forever. 

 

The Passion 

Scripture Lessons: 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord GOD has given me  the tongue of a teacher,[a]that I may know how to sustain 

 the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear  to listen as 
those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,   and I was not rebellious, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+50%3A4-9a&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18667a
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 I did not turn backward. 6 I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to 

those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.7 The 
Lord GOD helps me;  therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 

like flint,  and I know that I shall not be put to shame;8 
 he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries?    Let 

them confront me. 9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;    who will declare me guilty? 

 Matthew 27:11-54 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests 

and elders, he did not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many 
accusations they make against you?” 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 

charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
Barabbas or Jesus? 
15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 
anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 

Jesus[a] Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want 
me to release for you, Jesus[b] Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”[c] 18 For he 

realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting 

on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent 
man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.” 20 Now the 

chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
killed. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release 

for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?”[d]All of them said, “Let him be crucified!” 23 Then he 

asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be 
crucified!” 

Pilate Hands Jesus over to Be Crucified 
24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 

took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood;[e] see to it yourselves.” 25 Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood 

be on us and on our children!” 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging 
Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Mock Jesus 
27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters,[f] and 
they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 

on him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put 
a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 

Jews!” 30 They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After 
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 

led him away to crucify him. 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled 
this man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he 
tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his 

clothes among themselves by casting lots;[g] 36 then they sat down there and kept watch 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24143a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24144b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24144c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24149d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24151e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24154f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24162g
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over him. 37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is 

Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right 
and one on his left. 39 Those who passed by derided[h] him, shaking their heads 40 and 

saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If 
you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 In the same way the chief priests 

also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42 “He saved others; 
he cannot save himself.[i] He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross 

now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants 

to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted 
him in the same way. 

The Death of Jesus 
45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land[j] until three in the afternoon. 46 And 

about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, 

they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, 
filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others 

said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”[k] 50 Then Jesus cried again 
with a loud voice and breathed his last.[l] 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs 
also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and 
appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were keeping 

watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and said, 

“Truly this man was God’s Son!”[m] 

 

Sermon:                                                                                         The Rev. Leslie Latham                                                                         

           

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  Philippians 2.5-11 Common English Bible 

 Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: Though he was in the form of 

God, he did not consider being equal with God something to exploit. But he 

emptied himself by taking the form of a slave  and by becoming like human beings. 

When he found himself in the form of a human, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God highly 

honored him  and gave him a name above all names, so that at the name of Jesus 

everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow and every tongue 

confess that  Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

*Hymn of Response:  “I Danced in the Morning”                                        Vs. 1-4 # 302 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24166h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24169i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24172j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24176k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24177l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24181m
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Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 Let our hosannas to the one who brings liberation take form in our tithes and 

offering. 

 

Offertory:  "In the Cross of Christ I Glory"                                                      (Broughton) 

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                          Doxology # 592 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 God of all good gifts, we thank you for showing us how to care for each 

other. May these gifts lead to great feasting for those who have no banquets set 

before them. May these gifts build shelters and places of prayer for those who are 

homeless. May these gifts proclaim your desire that all your creation live in peace. 

Give us grateful hearts, O God, in the name of the one who came to draw all 

people to himself, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                                              # 98 

                                                   

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude:  "Jesus, Lead Thou On"                                                                          (Manz) 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.   

2.   

3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Bill Bearfield ~ knee replacement; Kathy Evans; Joanne 

~ may God embrace her during her final days; Todd ~ cancer free! and safe travels; John Faux – 

cataract specialist; Judy, Bill Bearfield’s sister ~ hospital; 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt; Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Diane Eshelman; 

Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Judy Geerkin; 

Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie 

Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul 

Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ 

McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber; Joan 

Loeswick;  

 

 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 

LITURGIST: Sue Schurr 

GREETERS: Jane Crossan and Ruth Gebera 

USHERS: David Holovics, Brian Burns, Diane Charsley, Alvin Marohn, Laura Marohn 

COFFEE HOUR:  Jane Crossan & Nancy Dietrich 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if you 

or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Attention High School Seniors: The Jack Haacker Memorial Scholarship Applications are 
available in the church office. The completed application should be returned to the office by 
TODAY. 
 
Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thurs, April 13th – 6:00pm – Pot Luck dinner; please bring a dish to pass and your 

own utensils; Worship at 7:15p First Presbyterian church 149 Broad Street 

Fri, April 14th – Good Friday service from noon-3 pm at N. Presbyterian Church, NT 

Sun, April 16th – Easter Sunrise Service, 7:30 am at Gratwick Park  

Sun, April 16th - 10am – EASTER; Worship with Pastor Leslie; NO Sunday school 

 

Service of Wholeness and Healing ~ April 19th @ 7pm First Presbyterian Church 149 

Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing and wholeness. 

This is a "come as you are" service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their 

lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 

 
River Keepers: Riverside clean-up in North Buffalo April 22, 2017 from 10:00am to 1:00pm. 
We will meet at the church to car pool at 9:30am. If you need to leave early, you can drive 
yourself. Adults and children welcome to join us. 
 
April 23rd Holy Humor Sunday is appropriate for a day focused on joy and we’re relaxing 
the rules a bit. You are encouraged to come in your pajamas, especially since we’re going to 
have a pancake breakfast immediately following the service. The pancake breakfast is 
sponsored by our Session to help raise money for our Kitchen Remodeling Project. Adults 
$7.00, Kids $5.00 and kids under 5 eat free. The kazoo band from earlier days may also 
resurrect. Above all, come prepared to sing and laugh!  
 
Spaghetti Supper: Sunday May 7th following worship.  Pre-order tickets will be available 
starting April 9th. Adults $7.00, youth 12-18 $5.00 and children under 12 are free. Proceeds 
will benefit the youth mission trip for summer 2018. There is a dessert sign up in the narthex.  
Please see Billy Welch if you are able to help or donate. 
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 April  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
Clean up day 9a 

2  
Morning prayers 
8:30a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship / 
Communion 11a 
Session webinar 
12:30p 
Bell duet 12:30p 
FHbells 6:30p 
Deacons sell flowers 

3  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

4  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

Deacons mtg. 7p 

5  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 
Welcome Spring sale 
10-1:30p 
Soup Supper 6p 
 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 
 

6  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Worship mtg. 6p 
H4W planning 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

7  
UFO 7p 

8  
 

9 Palm Sunday 
Morning prayers 
8:30a 
H4W 9a 
Choir & bells 9:15a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
Bell cleaning 12:15p 
FHbellls 6:30p 
 

Scholarships due 

10  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

11  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

CE 7p 

12  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 
 

13  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Potluck 6p 
Choir 7p 
Maundy Thurs. 
Worship 7:15p 
Choir 8:30p 

 

14  
UFO 7p 
 
Good Friday 
worship 12-3p 
North Pres. 
Church NT 

15  
 

16 Easter 
Sunrise worship 
7:30a Gratwick park 
FHBells 9a 
Choir 9:30a 
Worship 10a 

17  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

18 Leslie vacation 
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

19 Leslie vacation 
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Healing service 
6:30p 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 

 

20 Leslie vacation 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p cake 
night 

21  
UFO 7p 

22  
River keepers 10-1p 

23  
H4W 9a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Worship  “Holy 
Humor” 11a 
Pancake breakfast 
“Joseph” bell 12:30p 

 

24  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
 
Session 7p 

 

25  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

26  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Hebrew scripture 
class 7-8:15p 

 

27  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Choir 7:30p  

28  
UFO 7p 
 
Wedding 
rehearsal 4:30p-
6p 

29  
Wedding 2p 
 
Girl scout set up for 
tea 10-12p 

30  
Sunday school 9:30a 
Worship  Taize` 
music 11a 
“Joseph” bell 12:30p 
 

 
Girl scout Mother 
daughter tea 12-4p 

Notes: 

 


