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GATHERING 

WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING  

CANDLELIGHT PRAYER  Catherine of Siena 

You are a fire always burning but never consuming;  
you are a fire consuming in your heat all the soul’s selfish love;  
you are a fire lifting all chill and giving light.  
In your light you have made me know your truth.  
You are the light beyond all light  
who gives the mind’s eye supernatural light  
in such fullness and perfection  
that you bring clarity even to the light of faith.  
In that faith I see that my soul has life,  
and in that light receives you who are Light. 

PRELUDE  “When Morning Gilds the Skies” Joseph Barnby  
 Naomi Boyle, piano Arr. John Carter 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

Even when we encounter folks who are mean, dishonest, hateful, 

 we are called to respond with that love which is true and sincere. 

God calls us to love all people as if they were our sisters and brothers,  
 for God seeks to weave us into one family,  

 tearing down all the barriers between us. 

No matter how weary we become from our loneliness, our struggles, our service, 
 God challenges us to be patient, to rejoice,  and to never stop praying. 

Why should we do all things?  Because we are God’s people, 

 called to lives which are different,  and which make a difference! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

You know us, Watching God.   

You know who we are,  
 people who find it easier to hold on to all we do that is wrong,  
  rather that clinging to goodness.   

You know what we do, when we ignore the poor,  
 or refuse to live at peace with others.   
You know why we do all these things,  
 for we continue to set our minds on all those temptations  
  which insinuate themselves into our lives. 

You do indeed know us all too well, Steadfast Love.   

Yet, you continue to be patient with us  

 and forgiving towards us. 
Yet, you would embrace as we turn towards you in repentance, 
 rather than washing your hands of us.   
Yet, you would continue to call us to follow Jesus Christ,  
  our Lord and Savior, 
 so we might find our life with you.   

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

This is the good news for us, my friends.   

God remembers us and forgives us, so we might live as people of love and hope. 

We will sing our praises to the One who has made us whole.   

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE PEACE 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

EPISTLE READING Romans 12:9-21  

This is the Word of the Lord.   

 Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16:21-28  

 This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON   Rev. Dorothy Pearman  

HYMN 753 (pages 4-5) “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” ST. FRANCIS 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 RESPONSE: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                        

LORD’S PRAYER  Ecumenical 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY “I Worship You, Almighty God” Sondra Corbett-Wood 
 Emma Haupt, piano  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

May the gifts we offer, Loving God, feed those who are hungry,  

 as you have fed us with your Word.  

May these gifts give those who thirst for hope  

 a cup which is overflowing.   

May our gifts be used to welcome all those who are your children,  

 our sisters and brothers in this life.  Amen. 

SENDING 

HYMN 550 (page 6) “Give Praise to the Lord” LAUDATE DOMINUM 

CHARGE  

Take the love of God into the world. 

 We will be genuine in sharing this with everyone we meet. 

Take the grace of Jesus into your communities. 

 We will share the joy of those who rejoice;  

  we will mingle our tears with those who weep. 

Share the Spirit’s community with all this week. 
 We will welcome everyone, especially those who feel alone and afraid. 

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE “We Will Go Out with Joy”  Andrew Donaldson/ 

  Hilary S. Donaldson  
  Arr. Kurt Ebsary 

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted by permission of: 

Lectionary Liturgies (lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com), © Thom M. Shuman 
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