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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

July 15,  2018                 10:00am 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

We welcome Kurt Ebsary as our musician 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:   
Holy Trinity, yours is the justice that calls power to account. Yours is the love that calls 
sinners to repent. Yours is the mercy that forgives us and grants us eternal life. Lead us 
in the truth about the Beloved, and set us free to rejoice with all our might over the 
great mystery you have revealed: that you are bringing all things into harmony through 
Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Prelude:    
 

Call to Worship:  
Praise be to God who reigns above the heavens. 
Praise be to God who dwells within our hearts. 
Let the majesty of creation worship in reverence. 
Let each woman, man and child pray in faith. 
Praise be to God! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”  #478 
                                            (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
*Call to Confession: 
We are not always faithful to our call to be Christ’s Body in the world, but God is always 
faithful toward us. With confidence and hope, together, let us confess our sins to God. 
 

*Prayer of Confession:        Unison 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, you are the God of glory. We confess that we often forget 
that your holiness is dangerous. We take our impurities for granted, make 
excuses for the sins we commit, and expect you to overlook the harm we cause,  
while still demanding justice from others. We do not deserve your mercy. Forgive 
us, and return us to a right relationship with you for the sake of your Son, Jesus  
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Christ. You made us for the purpose of praising you; enliven us with the Holy 
Spirit so that we can fulfill our calling in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
   
*Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:        Unison 
God forgives us and redeems us so that we might have new life. Take hold of 
God’s forgiveness and live life abundantly, knowing that in Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri:             #579  
 

Our Faithful Response:  “This Is My Father’s World”  #293 
  

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 David and all the 
people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on the 
cherubim. 3 They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of 
Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the 
new cart 4 with the ark of God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5 David and all the 
house of Israel were dancing before the LORDwith all their might, with songs and lyres 
and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city 
of David with rejoicing; 13 and when those who bore the ark of the LORD had gone six 
paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14 David danced before the LORD with all his 
might; David was girded with a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel 
brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. 16 As 
the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal daughter of Saul looked out of 
the window, and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised 
him in her heart. 
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17 They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David 
had pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before 
the LORD. 18 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of 
well-being, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of hosts, 19 and distributed 
food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each 
a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back 
to their homes. 

 Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John 
the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at 
work in him.” 15 But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of 
the prophets of old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, 
has been raised.” 

17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison 
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 18 For 
John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 And 
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected 
him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to 
him. 21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodia came 
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me 
for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her 
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the 
baptizer.” 25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give 
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; 
yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse 
her. 27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. 
He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to 
the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

Sermon: “When the Powerful Are Left in Charge”   The Rev. Leslie Latham 
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

*Affirmation of Faith      
The Holy Spirit builds one church, united in one Lord and one hope, with one  
ministry around one table. The Spirit calls all believers in Jesus to respond in 
worship together, to accept all the gifts from the Spirit, to learn from each other’s  
traditions, to make unity visible on earth. Amen. 
—from Our Song of Hope, st. 17 (Reformed Church in America) 
 

*Hymn of Response:  “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”    #341 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
With tithes and offerings give thanks to the Lord; God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
 

Offertory:   
 

*Doxology           #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                      Unison 
We return to you, O God, the gifts you have given, that this money, and our lives, 
might bear witness to the good news of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:   “Lord I Lift Your Name on High”    #2088 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:   
* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church.  Baby Changing Tables - in both rest 
rooms of Church School Building. 
 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.   
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:   
 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger; Ruth Gebera; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; 
Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; 
Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman; 
Kris Yettra ; Judy Geerkin; Anna Dobrowski; David Haines; and Lauren Mauer;  
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob 
Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 

 
Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 
 

LITURGIST:  Marilee Mathias 
GREETERS:   Judy Geerkin and Kelsey & Kaitlyn Burns 
USHERS:  Team 2 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
We would like to thank Kurt Ebsary for sharing his gifts with us today. 
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Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, July 18 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian 
Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing 
and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open 
and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. 
Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
VBS Volunteer Meeting:    A meeting for those who would like to help at VBS will be 
held on Thursday, July 19 at 7pm. 
 
VBS is going on the road again:  VBS at VIVÉ is coming this summer.  July 23-July 26 
from 10am-11:45am  Helpers are needed to make this a special time for these children 
who have no home yet. The children speak French, Russian, and Portuguese.  If you 
speak any one of those languages, won’t you consider volunteering, it would be a BIG 
help. Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex on the bulletin board.  Please consider volunteering 
some of your time for this worthwhile mission.  Any questions can be directed to Marla 
Maertin.   
 
Old Fashioned Sunday in the Park and Ice Cream Social:  Sunday, July 29 from 
2pm-4pm we are hosting a free band concert in the Clinton Park Gazebo featuring 
Harmonic Edge Barbershop Quartet and Parkside Avenue Brass Band.  There will also be 
free ice cream cones.  We will need volunteers for set up, clean up, and ice cream 
helpers.  We will also need a few people to distribute flyers on July 22 at 2pm to area 
neighborhoods.  Any questions, can be directed to Marla Maertin.  (In case of rain, the 
concert will be in our sanctuary).    
 
Presbyterian Women’s Annual Summer Luncheon:  August 1 at 12 noon at The 
Hide-A-Way Restaurant.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex and payment is due by July 15.  
For more information, contact Laura Marohn.   
 
Borrowing Church Property:  Just a reminder that the Session has recently adopted a 
new church policy in regards to members who borrow church property.  We are asking 
members to complete the Facility Borrowing Form which can be obtained in the church 
office.  This request will then by reviewed by a Property Committee person and then you 
will be notified.  In this way, we can better track our church property as well as satisfy 
our church insurance requirements.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact Tom Dugan.   
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 July  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
15  
Worship 10a 
Worship Outdoors 
 
Guest: Kurt Ebsary at the 
piano 

16  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
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18  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

19  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 
VBS Meeting for 
Helpers 7p 

20  
UFO 7P 

21  
 

22  
Worship 10a 
Commissioning of  
VBS Helpers 
 
Hand out concert flyers 
at 2pm 

23  
VBS at Vivé 
10a-11:45a 
 
AA 9a 
TOPS 6:30p 

24  
VBS at Vivé 
10a-11:45a 
 

25  
VBS at Vivé 
10a-11:45a 
 
 

26  
VBS at Vivé 
10a-11:45a 
 
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 

27  
 
UFO 7P 

28  
 

29  
Worship 10a 
Mission Sunday 
 
Chair Set Up in Park 1p 
Ice Cream Set Up in Park 
1:45p 
 
Concert in the Park and 
Ice Cream Social  2pm 
Clinton Park Gazebo 

30  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

31  
 

 

 August  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

Circle II 9a 
 
Presbyterian 
Women’s 
Luncheon 
12:00p at the 
 Hide-A-Way 
Restaurant 

2  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p  
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 

3  
UFO 7P 

4  
 

5  
Worship 10a 

6  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

7  
Deacons 1p 

8  
Circle II 9a 

9  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 

10  
UFO 7P 

11  
 

12  
Worship 10a 

13  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

14  
 
 
 

15  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

16  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p  
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 

17  
UFO 7P 

18  
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