
 

Thanksgiving is one of my favorite days of the year, because it causes us to take 
stock. What are we grateful for? We have the easy answers—for many of us, our 
families are right at the top. Perhaps where we live, our friends, a job or 
vocation we love—the “cream on the top” answers. 

Are we grateful for hardships? For our losses? For difficult relationships? Honestly, 
these are the places where learning occurs. If we glide through life with no 
difficulties, we learn absolutely nothing, and moreover, we never learn empathy 
for another’s problems. If we have a perfect life with a house and a dog, great 
kids and a job we enjoy, we will never know what it’s like for the family where 
one of the breadwinners suffers a job loss. Or for those whose jobs are soul-killing. 
If our kids are “perfect,” we can’t walk with our neighbor whose daughter is 
struggling with addiction. If we’ve never had a health scare, we find it hard to 
sympathize with those whose insurance premiums may prohibit them from even 
seeking appropriate health care. If we’ve never had a loved one whose beliefs 
feel completely antithetical to our own, we never learn compassion for a 
different point of view.  

Fortunately, we’re Presbyterians, and that means we belong to a church whose 
members have always cared about those who suffer. We contribute to mission, 
both through donations and showing up to help out. So, with great pleasure, I 
would like to announce a new mission initiative: $5K for PDA. 

Session was recently challenged after the disastrous season of disasters, why we 
haven’t given a substantial amount of money to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance? We have a dedicated fund which we haven’t used since I’ve arrived. 
Session wholeheartedly agreed and voted that we will send a $5,000 donation. 
We’re tying it into our Stewardship efforts, and will dedicate both our gift and 
our offerings on November 19, Gratitude Sunday. 

Many of you have already given to PDA, and we’re incredibly thankful for that 
generosity. If you would like to help us make an even bigger impact with our 
$5K for PDA donation, we’ll take it!  

When I was at Synod a few weeks ago, we spoke with a pastor of a 
Presbyterian church in Puerto Rico who told us of horrifying conditions there: not 
nearly enough food or water for the population; no chance of power returning 
for maybe months; a devastated infrastructure. And a lot of people who don’t 
understand that these people are fellow Americans who need help. Our PDA 
donations have and will continue to help our island sisters and brothers. 

Gratitude never means boasting about dodging a bullet, or lording it over the 
less fortunate. Gratitude means understanding that the ones who are suffering 
are blessed—in Jesus’ eyes. Gratitude is faithful stewardship in a compassionate 
community. So pray about your pledge, and pray for those who are suffering. 
And I will pray for all of you. Meanwhile, see you in church. 

 

      Love, 

      Leslie 
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WMT DATES: 

NOVEMBER 2017 

Sun, Nov 5 - 11am - *Daylight Saving Time Ends* 

    Worship with Pastor Leslie;  

    Intinction Communion 
 

Sun, Nov 12 - 11am  - Worship with Pastor Leslie 
 

Wed,Nov 15 - 6:30pm - Healing Worship with Pastor Leslie 
 

Sun, Nov 19 - 11am  - Worship with Pastor Leslie 
 

Sun, Nov 26 -  11am  -  Worship with Pastor Leslie 

WORDS FROM THE WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 

“Lift up your Hands Lift up your Hands Lift up your Hands Lift up your Hands 

in the sanctuary and in the sanctuary and in the sanctuary and in the sanctuary and 

praise the Lord.”praise the Lord.”praise the Lord.”praise the Lord.”    

Psalm 134:2Psalm 134:2Psalm 134:2Psalm 134:2    

SPECIAL UP-COMING EVENTS!    MARK YOUR CALENDARS….. 

~ Nov 4  -  Presbytery Advent Workshop: Check the Narthex for information 

~ Nov 5  -  Chowder Lunch right after worship sponsored by our Youth 

All are welcome to be an ACOLYTE.  Check with Janet 

Schurr for more information. 

Please, keep those announcements SHORT!  Utilize 

our message board, bulletin or GNG to pass along  

information.   

***Have you noticed???  A new element to our WORSHIP Service… 

Each week “someone” will follow the Pastor & the Liturgist down the aisle at the 
beginning of the Worship with a pitcher of water for our BAPTISMAL FONT.   The 
water will be poured into the Font during the Prelude.  YOU could be that “someone.”  
A member of the WMT will be asking for your assistance.  Be ready and willing to 
accept the call! 
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WMT Co-Chairs:  Elder Shirley Hagle & Pat Loeswick 
 

Members:  Jane Crossan, Janet Haacker, Marla Maertin, Laura Marohn, 
Janet Schurr 
 
Special Worship Coordinator: Peggy Brown 
 
Spiritual Advisor: Pastor Leslie                                                 

SHARE YOUR GIFT AS AN USHER 
If you are interested in being AN USHER, just once every 5 weeks, please talk to any 
Worship Team member or Nancy/ Brian Burns. 

Worship Assistants 

Greeters: November 

5 Andrea,Ryan&Renee Tasevski 
12 Nancy Dietrich 
19  Shirley Hagle/Bonnie Zimmer 
26  John Faux 

Liturgist: November 

5    Lynette Ryan 
12  David Charsley 
19  Nathan Harrington 
26      Diane Charsley 
 

Ushers: November 
5   Mary Ferro, Tom Dugan, Leslie Dugan, John Faux, Linda Barry 
12 Randy Marohn, J. William Haley, Bonnie Zimmer, John Greth, Larry Rayner,  
19 David Holovics, Brian Burns, Diane Charsley, Alvin Marohn, Laura Marohn 
26  Youth 

Service of Blessing and Healing 

On the third Wednesday of the month, we offer a special worship 
service for Blessing and Healing.  We offer anointing prayer, 
communion (gluten free option available), and a Stephen Minister 
offers individual prayer to those who wish.  The service is 
open and welcome to all.  Please see Pastor Leslie if you 
have questions.  The next service wil be held on: 

 Wednesday, November 15 at 6:30pm  
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Music calendar ~  
November 

 
2 -   6:30pm - H4W planning 

       7:30pm - Choir rehearsal 

5 -  10:30am - Choir warm-up 

9 -    6:00pm - H4W rehearsal 

        7:30pm - Choir rehearsal 

12 - 9:00am - H4W warm-up 

16 - 6:00pm - H4W rehearsal 

       7:30pm - Choir rehearsal (cake nite) 

19 - 12:30pm - FHB rehearsal 

23 - No rehearsals 

26 - 10:30am - Choir warm-up 

        12:30pm - FHB rehearsal 

30 - 6:00pm - H4W rehearsal 

         7:30pm - Choir rehearsal 

                    

 Our Reformation Celebration service was wonderful! We learned the reasons for the 
Reformation and how it affected Martin Luther's ideology. Thank you to the Choir, Hearts 4 
Worship, the First Harmony Bells, Bell Ensemble, and Bell Quartet for making the music 
portion beautiful! Thank you also to the music people and the Worship Team for the lovely 
reception and to Pastor Leslie for making lunch! 

  Since this is the month of thankfulness, I would like to say I am very grateful to all the 
singers and musicians who make all of our services special. Without them, we couldn't sing 
along, or enjoy relaxing and listening to their beautiful music. Each one is incredibly 
talented and enthusiastic about our music program here. 

And thank you to all of YOU in the congregation who support us, both spiritually and/or 
financially. We couldn't sing or play without the music that is purchased with the money you 
provide. And we wouldn't sound as lovely without the prayers and encouragement from 
everyone in this church.   

THANK YOU! 

 

Music Notes ~ November 
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Out Lynette’s Window 

  Oh how my Mother ‘put on the dog’ for Thanksgiving dinner. 
 

About 2 days before the Thursday, out came the leaves to the dining room table.  It 
was huge, could seat 12.  Then  we would  polish the table and chairs, find the 
blanket that went under the table cloth and resurrect all the ‘good’ glasses, china, 
and silverware.  The turkey platter appeared and we actually used a gravy boat and 
ladle.  Mother’s best damask linen came out first.  She ironed with care the 
intricately patterned tablecloth, but I got to do the napkins, yes really honest-to-
goodness cloth napkins that matched the tablecloth.  As many women know, days 
and hours of preparation culminates in only an hour or so to eat.   

What a fuss.  However, my parents truly were grateful for an abundant life.  
Married at the beginning of The Depression, they knew what it was like to ‘make 
do’ or go without.  My mother said she went for weeks with never seeing any cash. 

My father was the one who prepared the turkey.  Every year he would make the 
turkey ‘dance’ for us.  Mother turned her eyes away and scowled at my father.  
Mother’s aversion to chicken and turkey became known to me as an adult.  Her pet 
rooster, Rudy, was killed, cooked and served for dinner without her knowledge.  
She was only six years old and was eating, when they told her.  She became sick, 
ran from the table and never ate chicken or turkey again.  Not being hungry was 
my grandparent’s goal.  Child psychology was not in vogue.   

Thanksgiving is about family and God’s goodness to his people.   

I think the thing Mother was most grateful for at Thanksgiving was she never had 
to fix or eat chicken or turkey again.   

Happy Harvest Home, however you give thanks.  (Psalm 65:1) 
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Women’s News 

Please remember items you no longer need are still accepted.  
Please be sure they are in re-usable and clean  condition. 

Classic Bag Sale:  
Saturday, Dec 2  
10am-12pm.   

Fill a grocery bag for $2.00.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

To our Church Family 

Who Celebrate 

Their Birthday in 

November.   

Thank God for You! 

Birthday Fun 

November 
 
11  Kellsie Nolan 
14  Kevin Bennett 
21 Nancy Burns 
23 Jon Apple 
28 Jean Marquette 

Circle II 
Birthdays 

2  Mary Ann Rados 

10 Janet Schurr 

15  Shirley Hagle 
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A Stephen Ministry Message by Janet Haacker 

Season of BLESSINGS 

This li�le note comes to you for the 

Season of THANKSGIVING & into the Season of LIGHT 

In November we sit at a table filled with blessings & we pause to reflect & remember all the 

things we are thankful for - all the happiness & joy that we take for granted each day. Yet 

some�mes, coun�ng blessings can be hard - especially when you are going through a rough 

�me. A �me when you don’t necessarily feel thankful! A �me when happiness & joy seem 

to belong to others - not you. 

Then comes Christmas! What a wonderful �me of the year! Lights just seem to shine 

everywhere! People are joyful & merry! But some�mes the LIGHT in our own heart seems 

dim & we don’t seem to feel the “spirit of the season”. We don’t have that feeling of 

“wonder” in our hearts. Not only are the lights faint, but our hearts are heavy making it 

impossible for us to share in the LOVE this season offers. 

God knows the heaviness of our hearts. He knows our hurts, disappointments & the pain 

we go through. That’s exactly the reason He sent His Son, Jesus, to be our guide; our LIGHT. 

 Stephen Ministers are here to be Jesus’ representa�ve to assure you of His love! We have 

heard His call & are equipped to help you again find His LOVE, comfort & peace as a non-

judgmental, confiden�al, loving friend that will listen & pray & sit beside you as the LIGHT 

again returns & grows stronger in your heart & life! 

Please call Pastor Leslie (490-0420) or Janet Haacker (694-4290) for a confiden�al 

conversa�on & an introduc�on to this ministry for YOU! 

  

Annual Ecumenical Thanksgiving Day Worship & Community Dinner 

On November 23, Chris�ans from the Kenmore-Tonawanda 

communi�es will gather together at 11am for worship, followed by a 

delicious, homemade Thanksgiving meal.  This will be held at Kenmore 

United Methodist Church, 32 Landers Road, Kenmore.  All are 

welcome.   
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Stewardship  Sunday ~ November 19 

Our 2017 Stewardship Theme is centered on Generosity, and focused on 1 Timothy 6:18-19 

and 2 Corinthians 8:9. 

 

In 1 Timothy, Paul reminds the church at Ephesus that they are “to do good, to be rich in 

good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a 

good founda�on for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.”   

Our generosity should be based on the generosity that God has shown to us. God’s 

abundance is our opportunity to be channels through which God’s generosity can flow and 

God’s love can be shared. 

 

Are we as generous as we could be, as we should be?  We invite you to think about God’s 

generosity in your life and your own generosity in return. 

 

Giving is an essen�al part of our life as Chris�an stewards: meant to be prac�ced generously 

and joyfully.  Faithful generosity makes the world a beJer place. 

 

As the Session creates our opera�ng budget for each year, we base it on the financial giving 

of our previous year, as well as the pledge cards that we receive.   

 

Will you financially support the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church?  Will you 

give generously in response to God’s generosity?  We encourage you and your family to 

spend some �me this week thinking about living generously and taking hold of the life that 

really is Life!  

      

      ~ Diane Charsley 
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Deacon’s Notes 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

The Deacons will be assembling fruit baskets for our 

Homebound on Saturday, November 18 at 9:30am. 

Baskets will be available for pick up on Sunday,  

November 19.  Please consider signing up to deliver a  

fruit basket.  See Jane Crossan for details. 

 

Hunger Sunday    Nov 19  

Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is 
Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash donations are 
welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin 
Cities Community Outreach.  Thank you for your 
support!   

Christmas Poinsettias 

Memorial Poinsettias add beauty and joy to our Sanctuary 
at Christmas.  The Deacons will be selling Memorial 
Christmas flowers before and after church on November 
26, December 3, and December 10.  More details will 
follow. 
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Glory Bee 

                       Youth Usher:  Nov 26 at 11am 

                    CE Mee0ng:  Nov 14 at 7pm   

(please note: Parents & Teachers are always welcome at the mee0ng) 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 

Christmas Caroling  -  December 3 

Angel Tree Gifts  -  December 10 

Sunday School Pageant  -  December 17 at 11am 

  

More details to follow 

 

Jeremy Bearfield ~ 11/10 

 
Thanksgiving Dinners:  The Youth Group will be delivering Thanksgiving 
dinners from the Salvation Army to homebound residents in Tonawanda and 
North Tonawanda on November 23 at 9am.  Adults are needed to drive and help 
deliver.  Please contact Billy Welch for details.   

Ministry Team Chairs, Deacons, Church School, Presbyterian Women & Circle 
groups – it is your responsibility to submit announcements and/or information on 
events or meetings to the office by the following date if you wish them to be 
published:  December Gazette articles must be in by:   

November 15, 2017 @ 9am 

Announcements for the weekly bulletin must be submitted to the office by Tuesday 
before  Noon , preferably by email, to be included in the following Sunday’s bulletin. 
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 November  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
ALL SAINT’S DAY 
 
Happy Holiday 
Sale 
10a-1:30p 
  
Girl Scouts Leader 
Mtg 8p  
  

2 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Worship Team 

2:30p 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
  
H4W  Meeting 6p 
Choir 7:30p 

3 
UFO 7p 

4 
Chowder Prep 
6:30p 
 
Advent Workshop 
North Pres Church 
9:30a-11:30a 

5 
Sunday School 
9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship/
Communion 11a 
Youth Chowder 
Sale12:15p 
 

6 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
  

7 
  
Deacons 1p 
  
Adult Bible Study 
7p 

8 
Circle II 9:30a 
  
 

9 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
  
H4W 6p 
Choir 7:30p 

10 
UFO 7p 

11 
  

12 
H4W 9a 
Sunday School   
9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 

13 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
  

14 
  
CE Mtg 7p 
  
Adult Bible Study 
7p 

15 
Circle II 9:30a 
  
  
Healing Service 
6:30p 

16 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
  
H4W 6p 
Choir 7:30p 
(Cake Nite) 

17 
UFO 7p 
  

18 
  

19 
Sunday School 
9:30a 
Worship 11a 
FHB 12:30p 

20 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

Session 7p 

21 
  
Adult Bible Class 
7p 

22 
Circle II 9:30a 
  
 

23 
THANKSGIVING 
 
Office Closed 
 
Youth Deliver  
dinners to 
homebound 9a 

24 
Office Closed 
  
UFO 7p 

25 
  

26 
Sunday School 
9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
FHB 12:30p  

27 
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
  

28 
 
  

29 
Circle II 9:30a 
  
 

30 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
  
H4W 6p 
Choir 7:30p 

Notes: 



Elders 

 Class of 2018 

Nancy Rolando, Shirley Hagle, Sue Schurr, Laura Marohn 

Class of  2019 

Linda Barry, Diane Charsley, Dave Holovics, Pat Loeswick 

Class of 2020 

Betsy Crocker, Tom Dugan 

Deacons 

Class of 2018 

J. William Haley, Theresa Rayner  

Class of  2019 

Donna Blinston, Jane Crossan, Leslie Dugan, Roderick MacLeod, Lynette Ryan 

Class of 2020 

Judy Geerkin, Alvin Marohn, Marlene Tyrrell 
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