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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

June 17,  2018                 10:00am 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Father’s Day 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
God, you are the gardener of all creation. You planted this world with the seeds of your 
love and grow them with your faithfulness. We are your harvest; we find our meaning 
and sustenance in you. May our minds listen to you calling; may our hearts be attuned 
to your will; may our feet follow you in the world, through Jesus, the Word become 
flesh. Amen. 
 

Prelude:    "Blessed Be Your Name"        (Redman) 
      
Call to Worship:  
The children of God portray the wonder and beauty of your Spirit. 
They are like springs of water in a parched world. 
They flourish even amid the distortions. 
Their lives are rich and productive in a barren and desolate society. 
Help us, those of us who love you, O God, to prove to our disjointed world that you are 
in our midst. 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:  “The Church's One Foundation”   #442  
                                             (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Call to Confession 
When we gather to worship God, we remember that we are God’s people, but we have 
often preferred our way instead of God’s. Trusting God’s power to make us new 
persons in Christ, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
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Prayer of Confession:        Unison 
Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed teaches us that a little faith can 
produce great work in your kingdom. Yet we are too timid to bear the fruit of 
your righteousness, for we walk by sight and not by faith. Forgive us, Lord; we do 
not uphold the poor or the oppressed. We do not advocate for the powerless or 
the voiceless. We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of our neighbors. Renew 
us with the love of Christ so that we live no longer for ourselves, but for Christ 
who became the seed of your righteousness in us. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 

Declaration of Forgiveness:         Unison 
We who walk by faith and not by sight believe the good news—If anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! Praise be to God for the mercy and grace that forgives our sins. 
Alleluia. Amen! 
 

*Gloria Patri:             #579   
 

*Our Faithful Response:   "Awake My Soul and with the Sun"   #456 
                        

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Mark 4:26-34 
26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest  
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of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade.” 
33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34 he 
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 

 2 Corinthians 5:6-13 
6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for 
what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves 
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in 
outward appearance and not in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; 
if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 

Sermon:   “Seeing What Eyes Can’t”     Rev. Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith     (from Touch Holiness)      Unison 
God’s love frees me to be the person I am without having to become more 
attractive, more intelligent, more popular. 
God’s love frees me to live in confidence, not needing to be self-absorbed, but 
ready to listen and to hear the stories of others. 
God’s love frees me to take risks, to surprise even myself with courage, 
sometimes to fall flat on my face—but always to move onward with the 
knowledge that God is encouraging me. 
God’s love frees me to view the world not from the standpoint of wealth gained 
or ambition achieved, but from the perspective of relationships lived and human 
love shared. 
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God’s love frees me to put my sins behand me, to know that no sin is too great or 
too small to be left open and healed by God’s gentle touch. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Response:  “What Is the World Like”  (see insert) 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
God has provided us with all that we need. It is our privilege to give back to God. Let us 
return a portion of what God has so freely given to us. Let us now humbly bring our 
gifts to the Lord. 
 

Offertory:  "Jesus, Draw Me Close"       (Founds/Carpenter) 
 

*Doxology           #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Bless, O God, the gifts that we bring this day, that they may be a sign of our 
commitment to your kingdom and a pledge of our love for you and your world. 
Multiply the work done by our time, treasures, and talents, that your presence 
and compassion may be known in all the earth. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”    #142   
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:  "Open the Eyes of My Heart"       (Baloche) 
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.    
3.  
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:   
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger; Ruth Gebera; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; 
Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; 
Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman; 
Kris Yettra ; Judy Geerkin; Anna Dobrowski; and David Haines 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob 
Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 
 
LITURGIST: Lynn Weber 
GREETERS:  Bonnie Zimmer and Shirley Hagle 
USHERS:  Team 2 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Service of Blessing and Healing: June 20 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church 149 
Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing and 
wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open and 
welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please 
join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Memory Lane Respite Program:  Volunteers Needed  -  Our church is going to offer 
a respite program for family caregivers of people with memory impairment (dementia, 
Alzheimer’s) to get a much needed break.  Our program will run once a month, (the 3rd  
Tuesday of the month from 10:30am-2:30pm beginning Aug 21) and we are looking for 
dedicated volunteers to help out in various ways:  1 on 1 companion for guests, 
setup/clean up, crafts, food preparation, food serving, games, music, making phone 
calls, etc.  You do not have to volunteer every month; we will have sign-up sheets.  
There will be a 3-hour required training done at church by the Alzheimer’s Association 
on June 28 from 10am-1pm. More information is on the table in the Narthex and any 
questions can be directed to the respite care team: Kathy Greenawalt,Coordinator;  
Marilee Mathias; Janet Haacker; Judy Winters or Pastor Leslie Latham. Why not consider 
helping out with this exciting ministry? 
 
Circle II “Bag Sale”:  Saturday, June 23 from 10am-12pm.  Come and shop and fill a 
bag for only $2.00! 
 
VBS is going on the road again:  VBS at VIVÉ is coming this summer.  Helpers are 
needed to make this a special time for these children who have no home yet. Sign-up 
sheet is in the Narthex on the bulletin board.  Please consider volunteering some of your 
time for this worthwhile mission.  Any questions can be directed to Marla Maertin.   
 
Concert in the Park and Ice Cream Social:  Sunday, July 29 from 2pm-4pm at the 
Clinton Park Gazebo.  (In case of rain, the concert will be in our sanctuary).   More 
details to follow.    
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 June  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
17 
Worship 10a 
Outdoor Worship 
 (weather permitting) 
 
“Happy Father’s Day” 

18  
 
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Session 7p 
 

19  
 

20  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

21  
 
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 

22  
UFO 7P 

23  
 
Circle II  
Bag Sale 
10a-12p 

24  
Worship 10a 
 
Guest Pastor: 
Steven Jelensperger 
 
Classical Sunday 

25  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

26  
 

27  
Circle II 9a 

28  
 
Memory Care 
Respite Training 
10a-1p 
 
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p  
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 

29  
UFO 7P 

30  
 

 July  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
Worship 10a 

2  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

3  
 

4  
Office Closed 

5  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p  
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 

6  
UFO 7P 

7  
 

8  
Worship 10a 
 
Guest: Stephen Piortowski 
at the piano 

9  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

10  
 
 

11  
Circle II 9a 

12  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 
 
 

13  
UFO 7P 

14  
 

15  
Worship 10a 
 
Guest: Kurt Ebsary at the 
piano 

16  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 
 
 

17  
 

18  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

19  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 

20  
UFO 7P 

21  
 

22  
Worship 10a 

23  
 
AA 9a 
TOPS 6:30p 

24  
 

25  
 
Circle II 9a 

26  
 
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness Class 
6:30p 

27  
 
UFO 7P 

28  
 

29  
Worship 10a 
Mission Sunday 
 
Concert in the Park and 
Ice Cream Social 2pm 
Clinton Park Gazebo 

30  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

31  
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