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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

June 4, 2017                 10:00am 

Day of Pentecost 

We Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

We Ordain and Install Disciples as Ruling Elders and Deacons 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

"The celebration of Pentecost beckons us to keep breathing. It challenges us to keep ourselves 

open to the Spirit who seeks us. The Spirit that, in the beginning, brooded over the chaos and 

brought forth creation; the Spirit that drenched the community with fire and breath on the day 

of Pentecost: this same Spirit desires to dwell within us and among us." 

From ThePaintedPrayerbook.com, by Jan Richardson  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Gathering Prayer:                                                          (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 Holy Spirit, making life alive, 

Moving in all things, root of all created being, 

Cleansing the cosmos of every impurity, anointing wounds. 

You are lustrous and praiseworthy life, 

You waken and re-awaken everything that is. 

~Hildegard of Bingen 

 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups 

who stand in special need of God’s love.  

 

Prelude:  "Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide"                                                                 (Hughes) 

 

Introit: "Holy Spirit"                                                                                (Getty/Townend) 

The Choir 

 

Call to Worship: from Psalm 104 

God, when you send your Holy Spirit all creation takes shape. 

Your breath renews all of life! 

May your goodness and glory last forever, 

And may you take great joy in all the works you fashion. 
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We will sing to the Lord as long as we live, 

And praise God while we have breath in our bodies. 

Let us worship God! 

 

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "As the Wind Song”                                          See screen 

 (Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 

 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

Call to Confession 

Let us invite the Spirit in so that we can begin to pray. 

 

*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                Unison  

Forgiving God, we confess that we have failed to allow the flames of your Holy 

Spirit to rekindle warmth and love among us.  We have fostered division and failed 

to seek reconciliation.  We have claimed privilege and position at the price of those 

whom you love, and counted ourselves as your most treasured. Through the 

rushing winds of your Spirit, revive and refresh us, we pray, and by your purifying 

fire  cleanse us for life in community, that we and all your children might live fully  

the lives for which you created us. Amen.  

   

*Declaration of Forgiveness:   

This is good news! Spirit—in you—in me—groans, sighs, too deep for words. We are 

forgiven. 

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”                             # 129 

 

Time with Young Disciples 

 

Anthem:  "Ever in Joyful Song"                                                                                (Berry) 

The Choir 

 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayer for Illumination 



 

 

 

3 

 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 104:24-35                                                            See insert 

On Pentecost we celebrate the Spirit’s descending on all, which can be a bit unruly! 

Please choose one color: red, green or blue, and read those verses. The liturgist will 

read the purple verses. Let the Spirit move! 

 

Scripture Lessons: 
  John 20:19-23 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained.” 
 Acts 2:1-21 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there 

were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these 
who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 

belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But 
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 14 But Peter, standing with the 

eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will 

pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and 

your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon 
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the 

moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
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Sermon:                                                                                          The Rev. Leslie Latham                                                                         

           

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith:  Confession of Belhar (Excerpts)  

 We believe that God has entrusted the church with the message of 

reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the salt of 

the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 

peacemaker. We believe that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a 

special way the God of the destitute, the poor, and the wronged. We believe that 

God calls the church to follow him in this; for God brings justice to the oppressed 

and gives bread to the hungry. We believe that God frees the prisoner and restores 

sight to the blind. We believe that God supports the downtrodden, protects the 

stranger, helps orphans and widows, and blocks the path of the ungodly. We 

believe that for God, pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the 

widows in their suffering. 

 

Ordination and Installation of Officers 

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 As on the Day of Pentecost, by God’s grace the church today can do wonders and 

signs as it shares its time, talent, and treasures.  Let us now present our gifts and be 

blessed by giving. 
 

Offertory:  "Holy Spirit, Truth Divine"                                                                  (Hegarty) 

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                        Doxology # 592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 Gracious God, bless these gifts we bring as tokens of our gratitude for all 

that you’ve given to us.  Bless now, by your Spirit, both gift and giver, that both 

may be a blessing through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

*Hymn before Communion:  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                      # 514 
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The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper:  “The Lord’s Supper for Pentecost”      See insert  

                                                         

*Hymn of Sending:  “Spirit”                                                                                     # 319 

                                                       

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude:  "Spirit of God"                                                                                      (Smith) 
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
 

 

 

 

WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.   

2.   

3.  

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  

 

Continuing Prayers:  John Faux; Father Michael Ubeler;  Bill Carney; Scott Greenawalt; 

Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge 

Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; 

Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail 

Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola 

Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
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LITURGIST: Mackintosh Barker 

GREETERS: Jane Crossan and Ruth Gebera 

USHERS: David Holovics, Brian Burns, Diane Charsley, Alvin Marohn, Laura Marohn 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. Simply 

call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a loved 

one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

MUSIC 4 MEALS: Concert is HERE TODAY at 7:00PM. Come and support our Food 

Pantry and TCCO (Twin City Community Outreach)! 

 

Joyful June Sale: First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, NY 14150; 

June 7, 2017; Our 45th Anniversary Sale Celebration ~ Thrift shop, mini boutique 

and plant place open 10 am to 1:30 pm; Special Summer Buffet Luncheon ~ @ 11 am 

– 1 pm; cost $7.00; proceeds to benefit local charities. 

 

Chasing the Dragon Screening on June 7:  What do a high school athlete and a 

middle-aged truck driver have in common? They are the face of the opioid addiction 

epidemic. They’re the people, along with the perceived “ghetto addicts,” that are 

dying from heroin and opiate overdoses. According to law enforcement statistics, 

most addictions start from LEGAL prescriptions—from sports injuries to repetitive 

muscle pain. The most common overdoses today? 30-40 year-old white men from the 

suburbs. On Wednesday, June 7, at 7:00 pm, we’re hosting a screening of Chasing 

the Dragon, a film produced by the FBI that confronts the horrors of the heroin and 

opioid plague that is hitting us hard not only in Buffalo, but in the Tonawandas as 

well. The film is graphic, because it depicts the hard edge of drug use and addiction. 

Viewer discretion is advised. Please feel free to invite friends and neighbors. We’ll 

have a short debriefing session afterwards; FBI agent Brian Burns is scheduled to 

attend and can answer questions. 

 

Are You Interested in Becoming a Member of First Pres.? We are going to offer a 

membership class soon. Please contact Pastor Leslie if you are interested. Thanks! 

 

VBS is going on the road! To Jericho Road Ministries in Buffalo August 7 - 10 from 

10AM - 12PM each day. Our theme is "A Stranger in a Strange Land". Abraham & 

Sarah, Ruth & Naomi, Jesus, Mary, & Joseph in Egypt, the Disciples are the stories. 

Crafts, games, music, snacks, and science are also included. Please see Marla 

Maertin if you would like to help. 
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 June  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

4  
Choir 9:30a 
 
Worship/communion 
10a installation of 
officers 
Concert rehearsal 4p 
Choir 6p 
Music 4 Meals 
concert 7p 

 

5  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

6  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

Deacons mtg. 7p 

7  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Joyful June sale 
 10-1:30p 

Movie ~ Chasing the 
Dragon 7p 

8  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

9  
UFO 7p 

10  
 

11  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 
 
Matt’s vocal team 
2:30-5:30p 

12  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
CE 7p 

13  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

14  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Work day and lunch 

15  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Bells to PA 

16  
UFO 7p 
 
Bells to PA 

17  
Bag Sale 10-12p 

18 Marla off 
Worship 10a 
Steve Piortowski 

19  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
Session 7p 

 

20  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

21  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Healing service 
6:30p 

22  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

23  
UFO 7p 

24  
 

25  
Worship 10a 
Classic Sunday  

26  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

27  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

28  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 

29  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

30  
UFO 7p 

Notes: 

 

 July  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
Worship/communion 
10a 

3  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

4 office closed 
 

5  
 

6  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

7  
UFO 7p 

8  
 

9  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 

10  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

14  
UFO 7p 

15  
 

16  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 

17  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

18  
 

19  
Healing service 
6:30p 

20  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

21  
UFO 7p 

22  
 

23  
H4W 9a 
Youth Worship 10a 
Belly dance demo 1p 

24  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

28  
UFO 7p 

29  
 

 


