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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

April 1 ,  2018                 10:00am 
Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection of the Lord 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Radiant God of light and love, you fill our hearts with joy this day by raising Christ to 
new life. Receive us as we come to find you even in the places of death. Send us forth 
shining with Christ’s resurrection in our lives. Amen! 
 

Invocation 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Prelude:   "The Risen Lord”         (Rogers) 
         
Call to Worship: 
Be glad and rejoice forever— 
No one will hurt or destroy on God’s holy mountain. 
God is creating a new heaven and a new earth. 
God began with one resurrection. 
God puts an end to death. 
God began with one life. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
  
*Opening Song of Praise:   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”   #113        
      (Prayer Concerns Collected)                                              
                                            

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Unison Opening Prayer: 

Loving God, we know because of Christ that love is stronger than hatred, 
forgiveness is stronger than revenge and compassion is stronger than legalism. 
We know that humility can defeat domination and that obedience can defeat  
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selfish ambition. We are an Easter people, redeemed by the sacrificial gift of love 
of God through Jesus Christ. We are an Easter people filled with joy and peace in 
knowing our Savior, Jesus Christ. We are an Easter people, trusting Christ as we 
journey through life participating in God’s sovereign plans that continue to 
unfold.  We are an Easter people filled with hope. AMEN and AMEN. 
 

Anthem:  “Behold the Lamb”         (Rambo) 
  (The Choir) 
 

Passing of the Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
                                   
*Our Faithful Response:  “Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna!”    #104  
     (First Harmony Bells & Organ) 
  

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Anthem:  "O Praise and Worship the King!”     (arr. Edwards) 
   (First Harmony Bells) 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Jeremiah 31:1-6 
At that time, says the LORD, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall 
be my people. 2 Thus says the LORD: The people who survived the sword  found grace in 
the wilderness; when Israel sought for rest, 3

 the LORD appeared to him from far away, I 
have loved you with an everlasting love;  therefore I have continued my faithfulness to 
you. 4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall 
take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 5 Again you shall 
plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters shall plant, and shall enjoy 
the fruit. 6 For there shall be a day when sentinels will call in the hill country of Ephraim: 
“Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.” 
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 John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 
first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 

 
Sermon:  “This Is No Joke!”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the  

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he  
descended into hell; the third day he arose again from the dead; he ascended into  
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy  
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection  
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Hymn:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”       #123 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
With compassion for our needs, the Risen One stands beside us, calling our names. Let 
us, with that same mercy, bring forth tithes and offerings to relieve the suffering of this 
world and to proclaim far and wide the good news of resurrection life. 
 

Offertory:    "The Day of Resurrection”      (Glynncannon) 
 

*Doxology           #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Holy God, you shower us with gifts so abundant, we cannot measure them all. You 
give us life itself and the power to befriend our companions in this world. Bless 
these gifts for the sake of those in need, in the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

*Hymn before Communion:  “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”  #121 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 

“The Lord’s Supper for Easter”  (Insert) 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “The Day of Resurrection”     #118 
 

*Benediction 
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*Postlude:   "Thine Is the Glory”      (Handel) 

* Those who are able, please stand 
 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2. 
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Melissa and Scott Erikson (birth of Charles Paul);  
Larry & Theresa Raynor (going to be grandparents, blessings to Paul & Lindsay); Anne Thorpe 
(recent passing); safe travels for Katie and family; and prayers for family to work on 
forgiveness.   
 

Continuing Prayers:  Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly 
Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; 
Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; 
Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; 
Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman; Kris Yettra (Leslie’s sister-in-law with cancer); Judy Geerkin; 
Mandy Jones (John Faux’s friend missing from home); and Peggy (Sally’s sister with cancer 
and who recently fell). 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Sue Schurr 
GREETERS:  Laura & Alvin Marohn and Nathan Harrington 
USHERS:  Team 3 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Children’s Easter Craft:  Today during worship, the children will be invited to make an 
edible craft with Miss Joya.  This will take place right after the First Harmony Bells 
Anthem.   
 
Welcome Spring Sale:  Circle II Women’s Group is having their “Welcome 
 Spring Sale” on Wednesday, April 4 from 10am-1:30pm.  Lunch will be served from 
11am-1pm featuring sloppy joe plate, fresh baked pie, coffee, tea, or punch.  Cost is 
$6.00.  Come and shop the Mini-boutique, thrift shop and plant sale.  Proceeds to 
benefit local charities.   
 
Central Branch Meeting on Wed. April 11 at 6pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
“What Can We Do to Help?”  Rev. Leslie Latham will speak about her recent Synod trip 
to Puerto Rico. A light meal will be provided. See the bulletin board in the Narthex for 
more details.    
 
Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, April 18 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian 
Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing 
and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open 
and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. 
Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Presbyterian Women of WNY Spring Gathering:  Saturday, April 21 at First United 
Presbyterian Church of Silver Creek.  Joseph Pillittere from West Valley Demonstration 
Project will be the guest speaker, “Building Community Through Witnessing for 
Creation.”  Lunch will be served for $7.00. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex.  For questions/information, see Jane Crossan.     
 
Informational Town Hall Meeting:  Come to the Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, April 
22 at 12:30pm in the parlor.  Learn about the free respite program for people with 
dementia our church is considering as a community ministry.  Lauren Ashburn from the 
Alzheimer’s Association will present information, with time for questions.  Find out how 
you can use your gifts as a volunteer.  SAVE THE DATE. 
 
Church Directory Time:  Gather your whole family, including your pets, (or not, 
whatever your preference) and sign-up for a time to have your photograph taken. This is 
not restricted to church members, we want your friends of the church also.  This is being 
offered completely free, but there will be an opportunity (no pressure) to purchase 
additional pics if you choose.  The available times for sign-up are: April 26 – 2pm-9pm; 
April 27 – 2pm-9pm; April 28 - 10am-5pm; or you can sign-up on line at: 
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/. If you need more 
information or have questions, check with Betsy Crocker. 
 
Deacons Tonawanda School Project:  Would you like to help with this Mission 
Project?  The Deacons will be collecting various clothing items for children in the 
Tonawanda School District.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on what 
clothing items are needed and how you can donate.  There’s also a box in the Narthex 
where you can put your donations. 
 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/
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 April  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Easter Sunday 
 
Sunrise Worship 7:00a   
Elmlawn Cemetery 
 
FHB warm-up 9a  
Choir warm-up 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 10a 
 
 

2  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

3  
 
 
Deacons Mtg 
1p 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

4  
Circle II  
“Welcome Spring Sale” 
10a-1:30p 

5  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
No Rehearsals 

6  
UFO 7P 

7  
 

8  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a-Holy Humor Sunday 
Kurt Ebsary at the Piano 

9  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

10  
 
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

11  
Circle II 9a 
 
Central Branch Mtg 
6pm - Westminster  
Presbyterian Church 

12  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
 
Choir 7:30p 
 

13  
UFO 7P 

14  
 

15  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

16  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 
CE Mtg 
Session 7p 

17  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

18  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 6:30p 

19  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
H4W rehearsal 6:30p 
Choir rehearsal 
7:30p (cake) 
 

20  
UFO 7P 

21  
PW Women’s 
Spring 
Gathering 
10:30am 
1st United 
Pres Church 
in Silver 
Creek 

22  
H4W Warm-up 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Town Hall Meeting 12:30p 

23  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

24  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

25  
Circle II 9a 

26  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Choir 7:30p 
 

27  
UFO 7P 

28  
 

29  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

30 
 AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p  
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