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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
June 18, 2017                 11:00am 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 

Gathering Prayer:                                                                   

 A fish cannot drown in water. A bird cannot fall in the air. God is not dissolved in 

fire—for there it receives its brilliant sheen. This gift is given to everything: To live with 

its own nature. How can we oppose who we are? We are inclined toward God and must 

go through all things into God. Come, sisters and brothers, let us incline toward God.  

~Mechthild of Magdeburg, c.1212-1282  
 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups who 

stand in special need of God’s love. 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship:  

 Come, O Holy Spirit. Come as Holy Fire and burn in us. 

 Come as Holy Wind and cleanse us within. Come as Holy Light and lead us in 

 the darkness. 

 Come as Holy Truth and dispel our ignorance. Come as Holy Power and enable 

 our weakness. 

 Come as Holy Life and dwell in us. Convict us, convert us, consecrate us, 

 until we are set free from the service of ourselves, to be your servants to the 

 world. Amen. 

   

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "Sing Praise to God"                                                    # 483                                            

 (Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 

 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 

 Let us turn to the one who brings light into darkness, confessing to God and one 

another the truth about our lives. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 

 Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep 

to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer 

bear. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future in which 

we can be changed. Amen. 

*Time of Silent Prayer 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  

 People of God, servants of Christ, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, you are clothed, 

 fed, and sheltered by the Holy One who knows your every fiber. Be assured of 

 God’s desire that your prayers for mercy are heard and have been answered.  

 In the name of the holy Trinity and in the wisdom of God, our sins are 

 forgiven.  

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “The God of Abraham Praise”                      # 488 

 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Lessons: 

 Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 
1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the 
heat of the day.2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran 
from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.3He said, "My lord, if I find favor 
with you, do not pass by your servant.4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 
yourselves under the tree.5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 
you may pass on-since you have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have said."6And 
Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes."7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it.8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he 
had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 
9They said to him, "Where is your wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent."10Then one said, "I 
will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son." And Sarah was 
listening at the tent entrance behind him.11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it 
had ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, 
"After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?"13The LORD said to 
Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?'14Is 
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anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah 
shall have a son."15But Sarah denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, 
you did laugh." 1The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had 
promised.2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had 
spoken to him.3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.4And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.5Abraham was 
a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.6Now Sarah said, "God has brought 
laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me."7And she said, "Who would ever have said 
to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age." 

           Matthew 9:35-10:15 
35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness.36When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd.37Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;38 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." 10:1Then Jesus 
summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
cure every disease and every sickness.2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, 
also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus;4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 5These twelve 
Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of 
the Samaritans,6but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.7As you go, proclaim the good 
news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.'8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 
cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment.9Take no gold, or silver, or 
copper in your belts,10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers 
deserve their food.11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and stay there 
until you leave.12As you enter the house, greet it.13If the house is worthy, let your peace come upon 
it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your 
words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town.15Truly I tell you, it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town. 
 

Sermon:                                                                                                 Rev. Leslie Latham 

 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

           I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of  

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  
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*Hymn of Response:   “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”                                 # 326 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 Giving thanks, we open our hearts and share our possessions for the work of the 

church. 

 

Offertory  

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                         Doxology # 592 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 We give you thanks, Holy God, that you have known us like a loving mother, 

that you have sought to unlock our prisons of worry, that you have made this earth 

to be our haven, filled with creatures and plants you clothe and cradle just as you 

care for us. May our lives and our offerings become nurture for this world, in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  “The Summons”                                                                  STF # 2130                                                                                

*Benediction 

*Postlude 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.   

2.   

3.  

 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  

 

 

Continuing Prayers:  John Faux; Father Michael Ubeler;  Bill Carney; Scott Greenawalt; 

Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge 

Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; 

Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail 

Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola 

Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 

 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Alvin Marohn 

GREETERS: Andrea, Ryan & Renee Tasevski 

USHERS: Mary Ferro, Tom Dugan, Leslie Dugan, John Faux, Linda Barry 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if 

you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Thank you!  

To Steve Piortowski for sharing his gifts with us today. 

 

Are You Interested in Becoming a Member of First Pres.?  

We are going to offer a membership class soon. Please contact Pastor Leslie if 

you are interested. Thanks! 

 

Display Case 

Bonnie Sibley has shared her Madame Alexander “Gone with Wind” series dolls 

that she has collected through the years. Please stop by and admire them. If 

you are interested in sharing something with our church family, please contact 

the church office. 

 

Service of Wholeness and Healing  

June 21 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will 

hold an evening service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will include 

communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open and welcoming to all 

who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in 

the sanctuary. 

 

VBS is going on the road!  

To Jericho Road Ministries in Buffalo August 7 - 10 from 10AM - 12PM each 

day. Our theme is "A Stranger in a Strange Land". Abraham & Sarah, Ruth & 

Naomi, Jesus, Mary, & Joseph in Egypt, the Disciples are the stories. Crafts, 

games, music, snacks, and science are also included. Please see Marla Maertin 

if you would like to help. 
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 July  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
Worship/communion 
10a 

3  
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

 

4 office closed 
 

5  
 

6 Leslie cont. ed. 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 

7 Leslie cont. ed. 
UFO 7p 

8 Leslie cont. ed. 
 

9  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 

10  
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 

14  
UFO 7p 

15  
 

16  
H4W 9a 
Worship 10a 
Stephan Palermo 
anthem 

17  
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

 

18  
 

19  
Healing service 
6:30p 

20  
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 

21  
UFO 7p 

22 Leslie mission 
 

23 Leslie mission 
H4W 9a 
Youth Worship 10a 
Belly dance demo 1p 

24 Leslie mission 
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

 

25 Leslie mission 
 

26 Leslie mission 
 

27 Leslie mission 
A.A. 9a-11a 

Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 

28 Leslie mission 
UFO 7p 

29 Leslie mission 
 

30 Leslie mission 
Duet 9:30a 
Worship/guest Terry 
McIntyre 
Matt’s vocal team 
2:30-5:30p 

31 Leslie returns 
A.A. 9a-11a 

TOPS 6:30p 

 

Notes: 

 

 June  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

18 Marla off 
Worship 10a 
Steve Piortowski 

19  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
Session 7p 

 

20  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

21  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Healing service 
6:30p 

22  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

23  
UFO 7p 

24  
 

25  
Worship 10a 
Classic Sunday  

26  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

27  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

28  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 

29  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

30  
UFO 7p 

Notes: 


