LIVESTREAM WORSHIP

Baptism of the Lord
10:00 a.m. — Sunday, January 10, 2021

1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, TONAWANDA
Rev. Leslie Latham, Pastor

KENMORE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Kris deGuehery, Lay Reader

MARYVALE DRIVE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Dorothy Pearman, Pastor

GATHERING
WELCOME & CANDLE LIGHTING PRAYER
PRELUDE “As the Wind” Shirley Erena Murray/
Arranged/performed by Kurt Ebsary Swee Hong Lim

CALL TO WORSHIP

This is a day of new beginnings.

This is a time to remember how Jesus’ ministry began.
From the moment of his Baptism by John,

Jesus understood his call from God.
Lord, open our hearts and spirits to hear your call to us.

Give us wisdom and courage to follow you always. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

GATHERING SONG (page 5) “Baptized in Water” BUNESSAN

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

In the waters of baptism, O God,
you have cleansed and claimed us.
Forgive us for resisting your grace
and for denying your name.
We have followed our own paths,
and they have led us far from you.
Help us to live into our baptisms, to trust that all we need is you,
for you have marked us as your own, loving us without limit.
Wash us with your love again,
so that with clean hearts, we may go in the way of Jesus. Amen.

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics.
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SILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
GLORIA PATRI (page 5) “Glory Be to the Father” GLORIA PATRI
THE PEACE
THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
FIRST READING Acts 19:1-7
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
TIME WITH CHILDREN Debbie Katz
Center for Christian Growth
ANTHEM “Ring Joy” Kirsty Mitchell
KPC Joyous Bells
GOSPEL READING Mark 1:4-11

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

HYMN 259 (page 7)

“The God of Heaven”

PRAYERS & REMEMBRANCE OF OUR BAPTISM
(You are invited to have a bowl! of warm water ready to remember our own baptism.)

God is joined with humanity.

As Jesus is baptized,

we too are baptized into renewed life.
We discover the dignity of being human;
We are empowered to forsake the thrall of death.

God has sanctified creation:
The waters are blessed,

as are earth and sky and all creatures.
While humans threaten to destroy this world,
our Creator works to restore all creation.
We join with this God who has joined with us:

in upholding human dignity and working to renew our world,

in challenging the rule of death and claiming the dominion of life.

Rev. Dorothy Pearman

GLORY

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics.
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In the beginning, O God, your Spirit moved over the water,
and you created all that is, seen and unseen.
We give you thanks for the gift of water that sustains all life.

In the time of Noah, you destroyed evil in the water of the flood;
and by your saving ark, you gave a new beginning.
We give you thanks for new beginnings.

You led Israel through the sea,
out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.
We give you thanks for the gift of freedom and the gift of the land.

In the water of the Jordan our Lord was baptized by John

and anointed by your Spirit;
by the baptism of his death and resurrection,

Christ set us free from sin and death and opened the way to eternal life.
We give you thanks for our own baptism and the gift of eternal life.

The Lamb has come to lead us to springs of living water.

We give you thanks for the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

We pledge ourselves to be servants to others, to seek not our own good,
but to care for the hungry and thirsty people of the world.

We renew our baptismal covenant with you, O God,
praying for the strength to be faithful in all things,
to your glory and for the service of your people. Amen.

(At this time, you are invited to touch the water,
and make a sign of the cross on the forehead or wrist.)

THE LORD’S PRAYER Ecumenical

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

CHORAL AMEN (page 6) “Raise a Song of Gladness” JUBILATE DEO

CALL TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” Edwin Hatch/
Arranged/performed by Kurt Ebsary Robert Jackson
DOXOLOGY (page 6) “Praise to God the Father” DA N’ASE

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics.
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God of blessing and of curse, of life and of death,

grant that we might have ears to hear the word of life in Christ,

with all its stark demand.
Enable us to hear good news when Christ asks us
to give up our attachment to all earthly values,
and give us courage to do so.
May these gifts be used in this spirit,
that we may attain to your blessing. Amen.

SENDING

HYMN 24 (page 7) “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”

CHARGE
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE “Open My Eyes, That I May See”
Naomi Boyle, piano

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted by permission of:
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1

Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long
© 2015 Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY

Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship
Edited by Ruth C. Duck & Maren C. Tirabassi
© 1990 Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, OH

HOLY MANNA

Clara H. Scott

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics.
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Raise a Song of Gladness
Jubilate Deo
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The God of Heaven 259
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This rather telegraphic paraphrase of Psalm 29 effectively conveys the psalm’s recurring contrast between

the mighty voice of God heard in thunder and tempest and the awestruck response of creation. Above this
tumult, God reigns in peace, and the people of God sing praise.

TEXT: Michael Perry, 1973, alt. GLORY
MUSIC: Norman L. Warren, 1973

Irregular
Text and Music © 1973 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
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The crux of this text comes in the second stanza: if we dare to claim God-given abilities, we need also to
show God-like compassion for the human needs that confront us daily. The earthy shape note tune provides
a further reminder that we must not lose our heads in the clouds.

TEXT: Catherine Cameron, 1967, alt.

MUSIC: Attr. William Moore, 1825; harm. Charles Anders, 1969

Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company

HOLY MANNA
8.7.8.7.D
(alternate harmonization, 396)

Music Harm. © 1969 Contemporary Music I: Hymns (admin. Augsburg Fortress)



