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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
April 7,  2019                 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

We Welcome Michael Donovan into our community 
We Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 
Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Creator God, you have formed us as your own, so whether we are weeping or laughing, 
dreaming or shouting for joy, we are always coming home to you. For all this and more, 
we thank you in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
Prelude: 
 
Call to Worship:   
As people formed by God, we give praise to God: 
Dry ground in the sea, rivers in the desert, Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 
As people restored by God, we give praise to God: 
Dry ground in the sea, rivers in the desert, Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 
As people pressing on in faith, we give praise to God: 
Dry ground in the sea, rivers in the desert, Christ among us— 
God is doing a new thing! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:  “Lift High the Cross”     #826 
      (Prayer Concerns Collected)   
 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
*Call to Confession 
Trusting the grace promised to us in Jesus Christ, let us confess our sins before God 
and one another. 
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*Prayer of Confession           Unison 
Holy Lord Jesus, even when we have witnessed miracles, we still don’t know how 
to believe in you. When we see extravagance, we cry foul, even if it is for you. 
Forgive our lack of trust, and open our hearts to your lavish grace and mercy. 
Help us prepare for our own responsibility for your death, as we continue onto 
Jerusalem and your cross. But before then, let us take part in anointing you as the 
Holy One, our own Savior. Cleanse our hearts, O Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Time of Silent Confession         
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison 
The apostle Paul reminds us that we do not make ourselves righteous. Our 
righteousness comes through faith in Christ, who has made us his own. 
Hear the good news! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. The old life has passed 
away—and a new life has begun. Forgetting what lies behind, and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, we press on toward the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
Kyrie Eleison           #579 
 
*Our Faithful Response:  “A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar””   #201 
 
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 43:16-21  
16 Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea,  a path in the mighty waters, 
17 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  
18 Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do  
a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the  
wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the  
ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,  to give drink to my  
chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my  
praise. 
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 John 12:1-8 
1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he  
had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and  
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume  
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was  
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the  
one who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three  
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared  
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to  
steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she  
might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, but you do 
not always have me.” 

Sermon:    “Lavish”       The Rev. Leslie Latham 

Reception of New Member, Mike Donovan 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

*Affirmation of Faith:   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
The Sharing of the Peace 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
And also with you. 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 
As people of the New Creation, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God through our 
tithes and our offerings. 
 
Offertory: 
 



 

 
 

4 

 
*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
O God, all that we have comes from you. Receive this offering and with it the 
offering of our lives, for we return to you only what you have so graciously given. 
Use us for the sake of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
Hymn Before Communion:   “We Come as Guests Invited”    #504 
 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (see insert) 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 
Sharing the Bread and Cup (The congregation will walk down the center aisle, take the bread, dip 
it into the cup and eat.) 
 
Prayer after Communion         Unison 
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. May this food 
strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 

 
ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 
*Hymn of Sending: “I Danced in the Morning”     #157 
 
*Benediction:   
 
*Postlude:    

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s 
Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
 

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Deal Kowsky recovering from surgery; Mike 
Delorenzo’s family in his recent passing, and 13 year-old girl with mass on her spine and lung 
who is going for tests. 
 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt, Tim, Pat & Bob Erisman, Alvin Marohn, Kris Yettra, 
Ruth Gebera, Judy Geerkin, Paul Card,  Nadia,  Joey, Ruth Weber, Doris Carlson, Bonnie 
Bringhurst, Marlene Tyrrell, Ruth Gebera, and Deal Kowsky.   
 

 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Ruth Weber; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; 
Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going 
through,no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If 
you would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 
LITURGIST:  Billy Welch 
GREETERS:   Cheryl Yurek & Family 
USHERS:      Team 1 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Morning Prayers/Communion Service at 8:30am:  Sunday mornings during Lent,  
Pastor Leslie will hold a worship/communion service in the parlor.  All are invited.   
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Memorial Easter Flower Sale:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter flowers to 
honor loved ones.  This is the last day to order.  The cost will be $10.00.   
 

Raiders of Niagara Theater Company is pleased to announce an exciting new show 
that will touch both your mind and heart: Life and Love in Buffalo.  Showtimes April 5, 6, 
12, 13 at 7:30 pm. Please see Mike Donovan for tickets. 
 

Memory Lane:  The next Memory Lane group will meet on April 16 from 10:30am-
2:30pm.  There are many opportunities for you to help in volunteering and no monthly 
commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  If you know someone that 
may benefit from this program, please contact one of the Respite Committee members.   
 

Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, April 17 at 6:30pm – We will hold a 
service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will include communion.  This is a 
“come as you are” service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their 
lives, Presbyterian or otherwise.  Please join us in the sanctuary.   
 

Thursday, April 18 – Maundy Thursday: There will be a Potluck dinner at 6pm 
followed by communion worship at 7:15pm.  Bring your favorite dish to pass and place 
setting.   
 

Sunday, April 21 – Easter Sunday: Please join us in the sanctuary for worship at 
10am.  There will be no Sunday School that day.   
 

Hunger Sunday:  April 21 – Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger 
Sunday.  Food and cash donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin 
Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the Narthex.  Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Distinguished Speakers Series – Wednesday, April 24 
The Mission and Outreach Team has invited Pat Loeswick to speak at 7pm.  She is a 
former Social Studies Teacher in Tonawanda and has presented various, interesting talks 
to the community.  This talk will feature an interesting story about the assassination of  
President McKinley.  This is a free event and open to the public; so tell your family and 
friends.   
 

Bible Study Class:  There has been a change in the day and time of the Bible Study 
Class.  They will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at 6pm.  The next class is 
scheduled for April 25 at 6pm.   
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Deacons Tonawanda School Mission Project:  Thank you for your continued support 
with this ongoing mission project for the needy kids in the Tonawanda schools.  Either a 
monetary or clothing donation is acceptable.  A list of needed clothing items is posted in  
the Narthex.  There is also a tote in the Narthex where you can drop off any donations.  
Please see Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan with any questions.   
 

 
 April  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
7  
Lenten/Communion 
Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship/Communion 
11a 

8  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

9  
 

10  
Circle II 9a 
 
 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

12  
UFO 7p 

13  
 

14  
Lenten/Communion 
Worship 8:30a 
 
Palm Sunday 
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

15  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 CE Mtg 6p 
Session 7p 
 
 
 

16  
Memory Lane 
10:30a-2:30p 

17  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

18  
Maundy Thursday 
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p 
 

Potluck 6p 
Communion Worship 
7:15p 

19  
UFO 7p 

20  
 

21  
Easter Sunday 
 
Worship 10a 

22  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Office Closed 

23  
 

24  
Circle II 9a 
 
Distinguished 
Speakers Series 7p 
Pat Loeswick 

25  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 6:30p 
Bible Study Class 6p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

26  
UFO 7p 

27  
 

28  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
 

29  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

30  
 

 

 May  2019 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

“Month of May 
Sale” 
10:00a-1:30p 

2  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
Worship Team 6p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

3  
UFO 7p 
 
Church Women 
United  
May Friendship 
Breakfast 9:30a 
St. Paul’s UCC 

4  
PW Women’s Spring Gathering 
Kenmore Pres Church 10:30a 
“God With Us/Humor is 
Healing”   
Cost $7.00 for Lunch 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/June-2019
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