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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

March 25,  2018                 11:00am 
 

Order of Worship for Palm/Passion Sunday 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 
Gathering Prayer:                                                              
God of salvation, our Lord entered his passion to raise us to life. In this holiest of weeks, 
help us to walk the way of the cross, that we may be raised in a resurrection like his and 
dwell forever in you, Eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
(Friends, please take time this week to read Mark 11:1-11, Jesus’ triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem. ~Pastor Leslie) 
 
Prelude:   "Festival March"          (Hughes) 
 
Call to Worship:  
Change is coming, for God’s plans are unfolding. Jesus comes to save us from our sin! 
Hosanna! The realm of God comes near. 
We know those who welcome Jesus today will soon cry, “Crucify him!” 
Even so, Jesus comes. The realm of God comes near. 
Blessed are you, when you come in God’s name. 
Hosanna! The realm of God comes near. 
Come, let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:   “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   #8                                                     
                                             (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One whose mercy 
is everlasting. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 
We confess that we have sinned, and although we would like to deny it, we have 
forsaken you. We are horrified by the suffering we cause—to you, ourselves, and 
the world you have created. Open the gates of your forgiveness and restore us in 
your love, for the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
The Lord God helps us; we will not be disgraced. The Lord God helps us; who can 
declare us guilty?  Sisters and brothers, beyond the shadow of doubt, our sins are 
forgiven. By the mercy of Christ, let us stand together forgiven and free. 
 

*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                        
We Welcome New Members 
 Andrea Tasevski, Brian Burns, & Terry DeLuca 
 

*Our Faithful Response:  “All Glory, Laud and Honor”    #88 
 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Anthem:  “Ain’t No Rock Gonna Shout for Me!”   (Williams/Larson) 
   (The Choir) 
 

Hymn: “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”       #89 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—    wakens my ear  to listen as 
those who are taught. 5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward.6 I gave my back to those who struck me,  and my cheeks to 
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face  from insult and spitting. 
7 The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;8

 he who vindicates me is 
near. Who will contend with me?     Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? 
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Let them confront me. 9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
All of them will wear out like a garment;  the moth will eat them up. 
 Mark 15:1-47 
15 As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to 
Pilate. 2 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say 
so.” 3 Then the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate asked him again, “Have 
you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 5 But Jesus made no 
further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they 
asked. 7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed 
murder during the insurrection. 8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for 
them according to his custom. 9 Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for 
you the King of the Jews?” 10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 
priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
release Barabbas for them instead. 12 Pilate spoke to them again, “Then what do you wish 
me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify 
him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 
“Crucify him!” 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 17 And they clothed him in a 
purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. 18 And they 
began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They struck his head with a reed, spat 
upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. 20 After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 
21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it 
was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. 22 Then they brought Jesus to 
the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). 23 And they offered him 
wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him, and divided his 
clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. 
25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the 
charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two 
bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in 
three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 In the same way the chief 
priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying,  
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified 
with him also taunted him. 
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33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 At 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which 
means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  When some of the bystanders 
heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 36 And someone ran, filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed 
his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” 
40 There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. 41 These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and 
there were many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day 
before the sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was 
also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked 
for the body of Jesus. 44 Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning 
the centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 45 When he 
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. 46 Then 
Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, 
and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against 
the door of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the 
body was laid. 

Sermon:  “From Palms to Pilate”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
who, though he was in the form of God,  
 did not regard equality with God  
 as something to be exploited,  
but emptied himself,  
 taking the form of a slave,  
 being born in human likeness.  
And being found in human form,  
 he humbled himself  
 and became obedient to the point of death—  
 even death on a cross.  
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Therefore God also highly exalted him  
 and gave him the name  
 that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus  
 every knee should bend,  
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess  
 that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
 to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Jesus gave himself for the life of the world. With humble hearts bowed in awe, let us offer 
ourselves and our gifts to God. 
 

Offertory:    "The Precious Blood of Jesus”     (Broughton) 
 

*Doxology           #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Holy God, we give thanks for your saving love made known to us in the life, death, 
and resurrection of Christ. Bless these gifts that they may bring life on earth as in 
heaven; in Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”     #92 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:   "Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”    (Wilson) 
* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  Mary - friend of Sue Schurr who passed away. Prayers for Mary’s family, friends, and           
especially Lori. 
2.   
3.  
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Melissa Erikson (having her first baby); Rick (cardiac 
testing); Kris Yettra (Leslie’s sister-in-law with cancer); Judy Geerkin (tests on Monday);  
Mandy Jones (John Faux’s friend missing from home); and Peggy (Sally’s sister with cancer 
and who recently fell). 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly 
Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; 
Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; 
Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; 
Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Sue Schurr 
GREETERS:  John Faux 
USHERS:  Team 2 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Maundy Thursday Potluck and Service:  Thursday, March 29 – Join us for a potluck 
dinner at 6:00pm followed by a communion worship service  at 7:15pm.  Please bring a 
dish to pass.   
 

Deacons Tonawanda School Project:  Would you like to help with this Mission 
Project?  The Deacons will be collecting various clothing items for children in the 
Tonawanda School District.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on what 
clothing items are needed and how you can donate.   
 
Informational Town Hall Meeting:  Come to the Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, April 
22 at 12:30pm in the parlor.  Learn about the free respite program for people with 
dementia our church is considering as a community ministry.  Lauren Ashburn from the 
Alzheimer’s Association will present information, with time for questions.  Find out how 
you can use your gifts as a volunteer.  SAVE THE DATE. 
 
Church Directory Time:  Gather your whole family, including your pets, (or not, 
whatever your preference) and sign-up for a time to have your photograph taken. This is 
not restricted to church members, we want your friends of the church also.  This is being 
offered completely free, but there will be an opportunity (no pressure) to purchase 
additional pics if you choose.  The available times for sign-up are: April 26 – 2pm-9pm; 
April 27 – 2pm-9pm; April 28 - 10am-5pm; or you can sign-up on line at: 
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/. If you need more 
information or have questions, check with Betsy Crocker. 
 
Easter Sunday Worship:   Sunday, April 1 at 7:00am at Elmlawn Cemetery and also at 
10:00am in our Sanctuary.  Please note, there will be no Sunday School that day.   
 

Welcome Spring Sale:  Circle II Women’s Group is having their “Welcome 
 Spring Sale” on Wednesday, April 4 from 10am-1:30pm.  Lunch will be served from 
11am-1pm featuring sloppy joe plate, fresh baked pie, coffee, tea, or punch.  Cost is 
$6.00.  Come and shop the Mini-boutique, thrift shop and plant sale.  Proceeds to 
benefit local charities.   
 
Central Branch Meeting on Wed. April 11 at 6pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church. 
“What can We do to help?”  Rev. Leslie Latham will speak about her recent Synod trip to 
Puerto Rico. A light meal will be provided. See the bulletin board in the Narthex for more 
details.    
 
Presbyterian Women of WNY Spring Gathering:  Saturday, April 21 at First United 
Presbyterian Church of Silver Creek.  Joseph Pillittere from West Valley Demonstration 
Project will be the guest speaker, “Building Community Through Witnessing for 
Creation.”  Lunch will be served for $7.00. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in 
the Narthex.  For questions/information, see Jane Crossan.     
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