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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
March 18,  2018                 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Mission to NYC Report 

 
DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Holy God, by the cross and resurrection of Jesus, you lift the suffering world toward 
hope and transformation and open the way to eternal salvation. As we move ever 
closer to the passion of Christ, may your law of love be written on our hearts as he 
draws all people to himself revealing your love for the world. Amen.  
 

Prelude:   "There Is A Fountain”        (arr. Nix) 
         
Call to Worship:  
Change is coming, for God’s plans are unfolding. God can come to us in surprising 
ways when we least expect it. 
God’s self-revelation happens anywhere, anytime. The wind blows where it will. 
We should not be surprised since God chose to come in human flesh in Jesus Christ.  
Born in a stable and living the life of a carpenter’s son, Jesus ultimately helps us to see 
and receive the love of God. 
Christ continues to be incarnate in our lives, offering us love, forgiveness and a 
purpose. 
None of us could ever imagine that God would go to such lengths to show us the 
height, depth and breadth of God’s love. 
Christ was even willing to give up his life for us.  
 
*Opening Song of Praise:   “In Christ Alone”      (Tomlin) 
     (Hearts4Worship) 
                                              (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Let us pray for the cleansing of our hearts, confessing our sins to the One whose mercy  
is everlasting. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 
Surprising God, you constantly come to us in ways we could not imagine. You came 
in human flesh in Jesus Christ. You can cause a crocus to blossom in the desert and 
a boy’s lunch to feed thousands. Your presence in our lives is limited only by our 
own capacity to see and understand. Help us to recognize your guiding, comforting 
presence, digging deeper in our Christian journey to understand the meaning of 
Christ’s incarnation. In his name we pray, Amen.  
 

*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
Sisters and brothers, by the faith of Christ, our sins are forgiven. May we delight 
in the joy of our salvation.  
 

*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                                       
*Our Faithful Response:  “My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout” 
      (words on screen) 
 

Time with Young Disciples 
 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say  
to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
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 John 12:20-33 
20 Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever 
serves me, the Father will honor. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die. 

Sermon:  Report from NYC Mission Team 
 

 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into  
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy  
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection  
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Anthem:  “How Can I Keep From Singing?”      (Tomlin) 
   (Hearts4Worship) 
 
*Hymn:  Be Thou My Vision          #339 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
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The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical version) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and takes on new life, it remains just a 
single grain. With grateful hearts, let us bring the fruit of our lives to God. 
 

Offertory:    "Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”     (arr. Courtney) 
         
*Doxology 

Praise God who comes to seek the lost. 
Praise God who comes to heal and mend. 
Praise God who comes to pay the cost. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Friend. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Dear God, we offer you these gifts that they might build up the work of your 
kingdom.  Make us living witnesses to the way of your righteous reign. For the 
glory of your son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

  
ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Christ Beside Me”       #2166 
 

*Benediction 
  
*Postlude:   "Be Thou My Vision”      (arr. Berry) 
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Sharon Meer; Anna, Matt, Gus, & Ellie.   
 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge 
Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; 
Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael Grant; 
Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; 
Bob Erisman 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Pat Loeswick 
GREETERS:  Lucille Rowley and Ruth Gebera 
USHERS:  Team 1 (Youth) 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

The flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in memory of 
our daughter and sister, Deborah Ferro, on the anniversary of her birthday on 
March 1st and on the first anniversary of her passing on March 21, 2017, given 
by Mary Ferro, Laurie Ferro, and Mary Jo Cifelli. 
 



 

 
 

6 
 
 
 
Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, March 21 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian 
Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing 
and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open 
and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. 
Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Morning Prayers and Communion:  A worship/communion service will be held each 
Sunday morning at 8:30am in the Parlor during Lent – March 18, and March 25.  
 
Soup and Study Night:  Starting on Wednesday, February 21, there will be a Soup and 
Study time in the parlor every Wednesday during Lent beginning at 6:00pm.  Sign-up in 
the Narthex to bring a soup or bread to share and plan to come for fellowship and  
Lenten study.  One more night of fellowship and Lenten study – March 21.   
 
Maundy Thursday Potluck and Service:  Thursday, March 29 – Join us for a potluck 
dinner at 6:00pm followed by a communion worship service  at 7:15pm.  Please bring a 
dish to pass.   
 
Deacons Tonawanda School Project:  Would you like to help with this Mission 
Project?  The Deacons will be collecting various clothing items for children in the 
Tonawanda School District.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on what 
clothing items are needed and how you can donate.   
 
Memorial Easter Flowers:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter Plants before 
and after worship on March 18.  This is the last day to purchase the flowers to honor a 
loved one.  The cost is $10.00. 

 

Informational Town Hall Meeting:  Come to the Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, April 
22 at 12:30pm in the parlor.  Learn about the free respite program for people with 
dementia our church is considering as a community ministry.  Lauren Ashburn from the 
Alzheimer’s Association will present information, with time for questions.  Find out how 
you can use your gifts as a volunteer.  SAVE THE DATE. 
 

Church Directory Time:  Gather your whole family, including your pets, (or not, 
whatever your preference) and sign-up for a time to have your photograph taken. This is 
not restricted to church members, we want your friends of the church also.  This is being 
offered completely free, but there will be an opportunity (no pressure) to purchase 
additional pics if you choose.  The available times for sign-up are:  

April 26 – 2pm-9pm 
April 27 – 2pm-9pm 

 April 28  - 10am-5pm 
or you can sign-up on line at: 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/ 
If you need more information or have questions, check with Betsy Crocker.   
 
 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/
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Welcome Spring Sale:  Circle II Women’s Group is having their “Welcome Spring Sale” 
on Wednesday, April 4 from 10am-1:30pm.  Lunch will be served from 11am-1pm 
featuring sloppy joe plate, fresh baked pie, coffe, tea, or punch.  Cost is $6.00.  Come 
and shop the Mini-boutique, thrift shop and plant sale.  Proceeds to benefit local 
charities.   
 

Easter Sunday Worship:   Sunday, April 1 at 7:30am at Elmlawn Cemetary and also at 
10:00am in our Sanctuary.  Please note, there will be no Sunday School that day.   
 March  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
18  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
H4W Warmup 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 

19  
 
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
CE Mtg 
Session 7p 

20  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

21  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 
 
Healing Service 6:30p 

22  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Choir 7:30p 

23  
UFO 7P 

24  
 

25 Palm Sunday 
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
New Member Reception after worship 
 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 
 

26  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

27  
 
 
 

28  
Circle II 9a 
 
 

29  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Potluck Dinner 6p 
 
Choir Warm-up 
6:45p 
 
Worship Service 
7:15p 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
8:30p 

30  
UFO 7P 
 
Good Friday 

31  
 

 

 April  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 Easter Sunday 
 
Sunrise Worship 7:30a   
Elmlawn Cemetary 
 
FHB warm-up 9a  
Choir warm-up 9:30a 
 
No Sunday School 
 
Worship/Communion 10a 

2  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

3  
 
 
Deacons Mtg 
1p 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

4  
Circle II  
“Welcome Spring Sale” 
10a-1:30p 

5  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 

6  
UFO 7P 
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8  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

9  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

10  
 
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

11  
Circle II 9a 

12  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
 
Choir 7:30p 

13  
UFO 7P 

14  
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