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GATHERING 

PRELUDE  “Carillon de Westminster” Louis Vierne  

GREETING 

This is the day that the Lord has made.  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

GOSPEL READING John 20:1-18 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God.  

CALL TO WORSHIP    

Rejoice and be glad:  

 This is the day that the Lord has made! 

Rejoice and be glad:  

 Heaven and earth will never be the same! 

Christ is risen!   

 He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen!   

 He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen!   

 He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

HYMN (page 6) “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” EASTER HYMN   

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS  

We come on this day, Dispeller of fears, 

 walking through the shadows of our lives.   

Too often, we believe our foolishness is hidden from you;  

too often, we stand before the open door of hope,  

 wondering if we dare enter.   

Uncertain of the good news offered to us,  

we would rather return to the comfort of our familiar ways  

 rather than trusting in you. 

Yet you come, as persistent as Mary at the tomb, Joy of our hearts, 

 to open the gates of hope, so we might walk in the gardens of hope; 

you come, to open the gates of grace, 

 so we might plant peace in the wilderness of the world; 

you come, to open the gates of resurrection, 

     so we might know our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

This is the day of resurrection and new life.   

This is the day God offers us steadfast hope and love which will never end. 

We will sing and dance on this day!   

We will rejoice and give thanks to the God who saves us.  Amen.  

THE PEACE 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT READING   Jeremiah 31:1-6 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God.  

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

PSALM                          Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1  O give thanks to the LORD,  for he is good;  

  his steadfast love endures forever! 
2  Let Israel say,  

  "His steadfast love endures forever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my might;  

  he has become my salvation. 



Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020   3 

Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
  "The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16 the right hand of the LORD is exalted;  

  the right hand of the LORD does valiantly." 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,  

  and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me severely,  

  but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

  that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD;  

  the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me  

  and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected  

  has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing;  

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the LORD has made;  

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

ANTHEM “What Wondrous Love is This” American Folk Hymn
 KenTonVale Virtual Choir 

SERMON  Rev. Leslie Latham 

HYMN (page 7) “This Easter Celebration” AURELIA 
   Lyrics by Carolyn W. Gillette 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Philippians 2.5-11:  

I believe 

       I awaken to 

Jesus Christ,  

       the one who walked our earth, and whose God-light shone through,  

God’s only son 

       the one whose life came from the very life of God, 

our Lord, 

       our guide, our teacher, our friend, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

       whose life was an intent of God’s creative imagination, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

       who sang love’s song at his beginning and was blessed, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

       rejected by the powers of the world, 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

was crucified, 
       executed by those same powers, 

died 

       sharing the same death of us all, 

and was buried; 

       love had been killed; 

he descended to the dead, 

       and they thought this the end, 

but on the third day 

       nothing could contain, bind or hold the life Jesus began, 

he rose again 

       and the story continues to be believed 

        of renewal, transformation and life again. 

I believe in 

       I awaken to Jesus! 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER                       Traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

WAYS YOU CAN RESPOND 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

As we offer our gifts on this joyous morning,  

may we bring light to those in the shadows, laughter to all who mourn, 

and hope to those longing for life anew.   

In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

THE EUCHARIST (THANKSGIVING) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

May resurrection’s God be with you! 

 And also with you! 

This is the day to offer yourselves to God. 

 We open our hearts to the One who fills them with grace. 
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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

When only emptiness stretched out, you spoke at that time, Joyous God, 

 and goodness and beauty sprang forth:... 

...With those who see and believe, with those who stand and question, 

 we lift our Easter songs to you: 

Holy, holy, holy are you, God who has made this day! 

All creation celebrates your constant love.  

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the One who is revealed on this morning.  

Hosanna in the highest! 

When he could have clung to your glory, God who alone is holy, 

 Jesus chose to become human at that time, so we might be filled with your grace... 

As we stand before the empty tomb,  celebrating the great news of this day, 

 we would have that faith which is a mystery: 

Christ died, so sin could not hold on to us; 

Christ was raised, so death could not hold on to him; 

Christ will come, to hold us in steadfast love and hope. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 

HYMN (page 8) “Because He Lives” RESURRECTION 

CHARGE  

Let us go with God into the world. 

We will offer healing and hope to all who wander in the shadows of life. 

Let us go with Jesus to serve others. 

We will listen to the ignored; we will speak out for the forgotten. 

BENEDICTION 

The God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus,  

 make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,  

working among us that which is pleasing in God’s sight,  

 to whom be the glory forever and ever!  Alleluia! Amen.  

POSTLUDE “Trumpet Tune in C” David Johnson  
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OPENING HYMN 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today”   
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SERMON HYMN 
“This Easter Celebration”  



Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020   8 

CLOSING HYMN 
“Because He Lives”   


