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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
February 16, 2020                 11:00am 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Holy God, by your Word and Spirit, come and transform your church to be a living sign 
of your love for the world — where the poor are filled with good things, the dividing 
walls are broken down, and the dead are raised to new life; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 
 

Prelude: 
 

Call to Worship:   
Creator of the world, eternal God, 
We have come from many places for a little while. 
Redeemer of humanity, God-with-us, 
We have come with our differences, seeking common ground. 
Spirit of unity, go-between God, 
We have come on journeys of our own to a place where journeys meet. 
So here in this shelter house, let us take time together. 
For when paths cross and pilgrims gather, there is much to share and celebrate. 
In your name, Three-in-One, pattern of community, 
Let us worship our God! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:   “Come Now, You Blessed, Eat at my Table” #186 
         (Prayer Concerns Collected)   

 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
*Call to Confession 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin. 
 

*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
Merciful God, we confess that we have wandered from your way of truth and life. 
You call us to share all that we have and work together for the common good, 
but we hoard up treasures for ourselves and deny others their daily bread. You  
call us to set the captives free and seek justice for the oppressed, but we live in  
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fear of our neighbors and hide ourselves from our own kin. You call us to walk in 
newness of life and to be witnesses to the resurrection, but we dwell in the valley 
of dry bones and keep silent about your saving love. Forgive us, God of grace. Set 
us free from sin, death and fear so that we may serve you with gladness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison  
Hear the good news: God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gloria:    “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”       #591 
 

*Our Faithful Response:  “When the Poor Ones”     #762 
 
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Psalm 95 
O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving;      

let us make a joyful noise with songs of praise! 
For the Lord is a great God,  
 and a great Ruler above all gods, 
in whose hands are the depths of the earth 
 and also the heights of the mountains. 
The sea belongs to God who made it, 
 and the dry land, because God formed it.  
O come, let us worship and bow down,          
 let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For the Lord is our God,  
 we are the people of God’s pasture, the sheep of God’s hand. 
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 Matthew 25:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the 
king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous will 
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty 
and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick 
or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ 41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and 
you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of 
you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

Sermon:   “Unseparated”       The Rev.  Leslie Latham 

 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:   from The Brief Statement of Faith    Unison 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
   Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the love of God, 
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
   we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
      whom alone we worship and serve.  
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We trust in Jesus Christ, 
      Fully human, fully God. 
   Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
      preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
      teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
      healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
      eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
      and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
   Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
   Jesus was crucified, 
      suffering the depths of human pain 
      and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
  
  God raised Jesus from the dead, 
      vindicating his sinless life, 
      breaking the power of sin and evil, 
      delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 
With believers in every time and place, 
   we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
   can separate us from the love of God  

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer      Unison 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 
People of God, the Lord has given us everything we have. Let us praise the Lord and 
give back. 
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Offertory: 
 

*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have filled us with your life and love. 
Now send us out to share these gifts with others; in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “The Church of Christ in Every Age,” vv. 1,3,5 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  
2.  
3.  
 
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Bruce Gillette – diagnosed with Leukemia and recently 
had a bone marrow transplant;  people, plants and wild life in Australia; Mike Donovan; and 
people affected with the Coronavirus.   
 
Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin;  
Paul Card; Nadia; Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie 
Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga, Michael, Maras Family, Katie, 
DeSain & Fluellen Families, Brett, Diane and Bob Eshelman and family, Mary and Norma 
Bender, Nancy Bassett, Humphrey Family,  Kay Knight, Michael Harrington, and family and 
friends of Cheryl Yurek.  
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 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; 
Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.  
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 
LITURGIST:  Sue Schurr 
GREETER:    Jane Crossan 
USHERS:      Team 3 
 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
The flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in memory and 
honor of Elizabeth Crossan for her birthday on February 20.  
 
 

Adult Bible Study:  Sunday, February 16 – 12:15pm 
The Adult Bible Study with Nancy Bassett will meet right after worship on February 16.  The class will 
be discussing the last lesson in the book about God being with us.  The next book is Carved in Stone, 
about the Ten Commandments.  All are welcome to attend.  Call Nancy Bassett (716-648-0581) if you 
wish to join the class and have not let her know.  Feel free to bring a lunch or snack for yourself.    
 
Hunger Sunday:  February 16 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash donations are 
welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach.  Drop off box is in the 
Narthex.  There is a list posted of the things that the food pantry is in need of most;  please check the 
list.  Many thanks to Donna and Bruce Blinston for dropping off  all the donations each month.  Thank 
you for your support.   
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Memory Lane Respite Program:   Tuesday, February 18 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held from 10:30am-2:30pm. There are many opportunities 
for you to help in volunteering and no monthly commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly 
appreciated.  If you know of someone that may benefit from this program, please contact one of the 
Respite team members. If you would like to volunteer, stop by and see what the program is all about 
or contact Mike Donovan.  Fun for all! 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:   Wednesday, February 19 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm.  
This is a “come as you are” service, includes communion, is open and welcoming to all who seek 
wholeness in their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 

Ash Wednesday Potluck and Worship Service:  Wednesday, February 26 
There will be a Potluck Dinner on Wednesday, February 26 at 6pm; so bring a dish to pass and enjoy 
some fellowship.  The dinner will be followed by a communion/worship service at 7:15pm.   
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation:  Sunday, March 1 – 12:00pm 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 1 – The Annual Meeting will take place right after worship.  
Copies of the Annual Report will be available on February 16 and February 23.  Please take one copy 
per family and don’t forget to bring it back with you on March 1.   
 

Church Women United of the Tonawandas:  Friday, March 6 at 1pm 
All women are invited to attend the “World Day of Prayer Celebration” on March 6th at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church, 61 Payne Avenue, N. Tonawanda.  The topic is:  “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” in 
honor of the country of Zimbabwe.  Contact Donna Blinston with any questions.   
 

Morning Prayers and Communion Service:  Sunday mornings at 8:30am in the Parlor 
Sunday mornings during Lent, Pastor Leslie will hold a worship service with communion beginning on 
March 1st at  8:30am.  All are invited.  (March 1, March 8, March 15, March 22, March 29, and April 5.)   
 

Potluck and Putt Putt:  Sunday, March 8 at 12:15pm 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 8th for a fun time.  Bring a dish or dessert to share and your 
own place setting.  Then try your hand on our 9 hole indoor Putt Putt at “The Links at 1st Pres.”  Bring 
a friend or better yet, a whole foursome!  Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.   
 

Deacons Tonawanda School Mission Project 
The Deacons are continuing to partner with the Tonawanda Elementary Schools to provide much 
needed clothing to the children in need.  This is an ongoing mission project and the Deacons would 
like to thank the people that have donated so generously.  With the cold weather here, the schools 
would appreciate the warmer clothes suitable for the winter months.  There is a designated tote in the 
Narthex to place your donation.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on how you can 
donate and what items are needed.  Cash donations are also appreciated.   


