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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

 
March 4 ,  2018                 11:00am 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Gifts of Women Sunday 
 

We Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the mercy you so freely offer us through the 
grace of our baptism—safe passage through the sea, justice rolling down like water, 
deliverance from sin and death forever. By the power of your Holy Spirit, poured out 
upon us in baptism, teach us to love and serve you faithfully and reconcile us to you 
and to one another as members of one, living body; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Prelude:   "Room at the Cross"         (Stanphill) 
         
Call to Worship:  
God invites us to see the presence of the Holy in all the earth.  God invites us to see 
sacred signposts in our own lives. God tells us: 
In my foolishness, find your wisdom. In my weakness, find your strength. 
God tells us: 
In my laws, find freedom. In my anger, find justice. 
God tells us: 
In dying, find life. In endings, find new beginnings. 
Let us worship God. 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:   “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens”  #268        
      (Prayer Concerns Collected)                                              
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Call to Confession: 
Despite all that God has taught us, we still act foolishly; we are still weak. In the cross of 
Christ, we find forgiveness and grace. We confess our sins, trusting in God’s wisdom 
and strength rather than our own. 
 

*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 
Eternal God, from the beginning of time, you have called your children into 
communion with you. Yet we confess that like all the rest, we have turned to our 
own way and refused your love and grace. Restore us to the joy of knowing you, 
and of recognizing your reign among us, through Jesus Christ, bringer of your 
good news. Amen. 
*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
Brothers and sisters, in Jesus Christ, crucified, risen, and coming again, we are 
forgiven and set free to live in faithfulness with God and with one another! 
Thanks be to God! 
 

*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                                       
*Our Faithful Response:  “The Heav’ns Unfold Your Glory, Lord” 
  Sung to the tune, Ellacombe, (I Sing the Mighty Power of God) 
     (words on screen)  

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Anthem:  "I Am Not Alone”         (Sorenson) 
         (The Choir) 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Exodus 20:1-17 
Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3 you 
shall have no other gods before me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that 
is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  
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5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth  
generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But 
the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11 For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore 
the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder. 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
 John 2:13-22 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found people 
selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins 
of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the doves, “Take 
these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered 
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can 
you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Sermon:  “Jesus, You’re Making Me Uncomfortable”  The Rev.  Leslie Latham 

 
RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he  
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into  
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he  
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy  
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection  
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering 
The house of God is not a marketplace for buying and selling. It is a house of prayer, a 
place of healing and restoration, a place where we bring before God our provisions to be 
used for present needs. Let us bring our tithes and offerings to God.  
 

Offertory:    "The Old Rugged Cross”      (Bennard) 
 

*Doxology 
 Praise God who comes to seek the lost. 
 Praise God who comes to heal and mend. 
 Praise God who comes to pay the cost. 
 Praise Father, Son and Holy Friend.        

    

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
O Lord our God, we want to follow all your commandments—to love only you, not 
worshiping the things of this world; to love our neighbor freely, not desiring for 
ourselves something they possess. Accept these offerings, we pray, and teach us to 
be generous, giving fully of ourselves that we may truly be the body of Christ in 
this world. Amen.  
 

 The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper      
 

*Hymn before Communion:  “We Come as Guests Invited”   #517 
 
 The Great Thanksgiving   (Liturgy can be found on p. 13 of the blue hymnal) 
 

 The Lord be with you 
 And also with you 
 Lift up your hearts 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Minister says: Therefore we praise you, joining the song of the universal church and 
the heavenly choir: 
 

 Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts, 
 Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts! 
 The whole earth is full of his glory, 
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 The whole earth is full of his glory,  
 The whole earth is full of his glory,  
 Holy is the Lord! 
 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical version) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 
(The Congregation will walk down the center aisle, take the bread, dip it into the cup and eat) 
 
Prayer after Communion  
Holy God, we give you thanks that you have claimed us as your own and nourished 
us in this meal as members of Christ’s body. By the work of your Spirit within us 
give us the grace to glorify you as one, living body in the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending: "I Sing a Song of the Saints"     #364  
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:   "At Calvary”        (Warriner) 
* Those who are able, please stand 

 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2. 
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:   
 



 7 

 

 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Jessica Haacker; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; 
Gerry Tyrrell; Father Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; 
Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally 
Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie 
Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy 
Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Nathan Harrington 
GREETERS:  John Faux 
USHERS:  Team 3 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

The flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in memory of 
Isabelle Smith for her birthday on March 3rd given by her daughter, Mary.  Isabelle was 
a member of Circle II and a founding member of the Mini-Sale and Boutique.   
 
Annual Congregational Meeting:  TODAY, Sunday, March 4, right after worship.  
Copies of the Annual Report are on the table in the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Morning Prayers and Communion:  A short worship will be held each Sunday 
morning at 8:30am in the Parlor during Lent –  March 4, March 11, March 18, and March 
25.  
 
Soup and Study Night:  Starting on Wednesday, February 21, there will be a Soup and 
Study time in the parlor every Wednesday during Lent beginning at 6:00pm.  Sign-up in 
the Narthex to bring a soup or bread to share and plan to come for fellowship and  
Lenten study.  These sessions will continue to meet – March 7, March 14, and March 21.   
 
Deacons Tonawanda School Project:  Would you like to help with this Mission 
Project?  The Deacons will be collecting various clothing items for children in the 
Tonawanda School District.  See Jane Crossan or Leslie Dugan for more details on how 
you can donate.   
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Memorial Easter Flowers:  The Deacons will be selling assorted Easter Plants before 
and after worship on March 11 and March 18.  The cost is $10.00. 
 
Church Directory Time:  Gather your whole family, including your pets, (or not, 
whatever your preference) and sign-up for a time to have your photograph taken. This is 
not restricted to church members, we want your friends of the church also.  This is being 
offered completely free, but there will be an opportunity (no pressure) to purchase 
additional pics if you choose.  The available times for sign-up are:  

April 26 – 2pm-9pm 
April 27 – 2pm-9pm 

 April 28  - 10am-5pm 
or you can sign-up on line at: 

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y9m26hz8/ 
If you need more information or have questions, check with Betsy Crocker.   
 
Informational Town Hall Meeting:  Come to the Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, April 
22 at 12:30pm in the parlor.  Learn about the free respite program for people with 
dementia our church is considering as a community ministry.  Lauren Ashburn from the 
Alzheimer’s Association will present information, with time for questions.  Find out how 
you can use your gifts as a volunteer.  SAVE THE DATE. 
 
 
 March  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1  

AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Choir 7:30p 

2  
UFO 7P 
 
Church Women 
United World Day 
of Prayer 
1:00p 

3  
 

4  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
 
Annual Congregational Mtg 12:15p 
 
FH Bells Rehearsal 1:00p 

5  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

6  
Deacons 1p 
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 
 

7  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 

8  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

9  
UFO 7P 

10  
 

11  
Lenten/Communion Worship 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
FHB Rehearsal 12:30p 

12  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

13  
 
 
Adult Bible 
Study 7p 

14  
Circle II 9a 
 
Soup & Study 6p 

15  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p(cake) 

16  
UFO 7P 

17  
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