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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

GATHERING 

WELCOME AND CANDLE LIGHTING 

PRAYER  St. Catherine of Siena 
from Imaging the Word: An Arts and Lectionary Resource, Vol. 2 

© 1995 United Church Press, Cleveland, OH  

 

PRELUDE  “Come, Thou Almighty King” Felice de Giardini  
 Emma Haupt, piano Arr. Cindy Berry 

CALL TO WORSHIP    

God, whose imagination saw all that is good, beautiful, and loving, 

 continues to see us as beloved children in the divine family. 

The Word which called forth the stars in every universe, 

 speaks to us of giving ourselves through the baptismal life. 

The Spirit, which moved over creation, breathing life into all things, 

 fills us with peace and patience, with hope and healing to share. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

HYMN (page 6) “Morning Has Broken” BUNESSAN 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION  

PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

We have been created for goodness by you, Artist of all things,  

 but we continue to be filled with bitterness.   

Your Word would enable us to speak of joy to others,  

 but we offer only judgment.   

The Spirit which breathes hope into us could be shared with everyone we meet,  

 but we are tempted to hold our breath until we turn blue,  

 rather than giving peace to those around us. 
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PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS 

But you have said that everything created is good,  

 even we foolish children of yours, God of wonder and grace.   

With the Spirit as our sister,  

 we know we can bring healing and hope to those who need it most.   

With your Word, Jesus Christ, as our brother, 

 we know we can tell others of your mercy  

 and of our love for them in every moment.  

SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

By God’s grace,  

 our chaotic choices become creative grace for others;  

 our foolishness can be transformed by God’s goodness;  

 our lives can become new by the Spirit of our God.  

The good news is as true as it was on creation’s first morning:  

Creator God is the redeeming Word who is the Breath of life for all people,  

 even us.   

Thanks be to God for forgiveness and grace in our lives.  Amen. 

THE PEACE 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT READING:   Genesis 1:1-2:4a  

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  Rev. Rebecca Chaffee 

PSALM                          Psalm 104:24-35  
1 O LORD, our Sovereign,  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

  You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark  

  because of your foes, 

  to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

  mortals that you care for them? 
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5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
  and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

  you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 

  and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

  whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

ANTHEM “Blessed be the Tie that Binds ”  John Fawcett  
 Naomi Boyle, piano arr. Anna Laura Page 

GOSPEL READING:   Matthew 28:16-20  

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Rev. Dorothy Pearman  

HYMN (pages 7-8) “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” NICAEA 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 RESPONSE: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  Traditional 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY “Simple Gifts”  Trad. Shaker Melody  
 Emma Haupt, piano  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Like the gifts of creation, we are but stewards of all we possess.   

And like the gifts of creation, they are not to be hoarded,  

 but shared with the hungry, the lonely, the lost, the struggling.   

As we offer our gifts, receive our thanks and praise  

 in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

THE EUCHARIST (THANKSGIVING) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 by Michelle Torigian (michelletorigian.com) 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

I pray God in Community be with you! 
 And also with you! 

May the Holy Three who are One be in your hearts. 
 May we be filled with imagination, with words, with life itself. 

Let us sing our praises to God who makes us one with all people. 
 We join all creation in singing glad songs to our God. 

You poured your imagination into chaos, 

stirring all your dreams and hopes and, 

placing them on that palette called your heart, 

began to paint on the blank canvas of creation… 

...With those who see and worship, as well as those who doubt and despair, 

we offer our songs of praise to you:  

Holy, holy, holy are you, Majestic Name. 

All creation joins in praising your goodness and wonder. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the One who is with us to the end. 

Hosanna in the highest!  
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Word of justice and love, you pointed to the Holy One in every word and deed,  

 even as God blessed your every step and breath... 

...As we struggle to understand such a gift, as we seek to live such faithfulness, 

 we live in that mystery called faith:  

Christ died, your Word silenced by the world; 

Christ was raised, your Word singing of resurrection joy; 

Christ will come, the Word which will call us home to you. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 Please partake together now.   

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

SENDING 

HYMN (page 9) “The Play of the Godhead” PERICHORESIS  
   

CHARGE  

Created and called to be faithful stewards,  

 we are sent forth by our God. 

We will take all that is good to places of brokenness, 

 all that is beautiful to those who live in despair. 

Called and commissioned to be faithful disciples, 

 we are sent forth by Jesus, Word of hope. 

We follow Jesus to every place he would lead us, 

 to every person who will bless us. 

Called and filled with the very breath of peace, 

 we are sent forth by the Spirit, God’s grace. 

We will join the Spirit in bring life where there is fear, 

 in offering love where hate seeks to take hold. 

. 

BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE “Toccata” Giovanni Battista Martini  
 Emma Haupt, organ  

Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted by permission of: 

Westminster/John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word ® Worship Companion. © 2015. 

Thom M. Shuman (lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com) 
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