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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
April 2, 2017                 11:00am 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

We Celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

  

Gathering Prayer:                                                          (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 God of all consolation and compassion, your Son comforted the grieving sisters, 

Martha and Mary; your breath alone brings life to dry bones and weary souls. Pour out 

your Spirit upon us, that we may face despair and death with the hope of resurrection 

and faith in the One who called Lazarus forth from the grave. Amen. 

 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups 

who stand in special need of God’s love.  

 

Prelude:  "Comfort Medley"                                                                       (Willard/Kaiser) 

 

Introit: "Living Bread"                                                                                           (Martin) 

The Choir 

 

Call to Worship: (From One Great Hour of Sharing materials) 

 Rain down on us your love and grace,  

 Fresh waters that refresh us and make us clean.  

 The Lord will satisfy your needs in parched places.  

 We shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters 

 never fail.  

 Let us call upon the Lord  

 And the Lord will answer.  

 Let us worship God! 

 

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "Live Into Hope"                                                          # 332 

 (Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Litany of Confession and Grace: (From One Great Hour of Sharing materials) 

Dear God, sometimes you need to shout at us to tell us what is wrong.  

We pray for our community.  

We can be busy, busy, busy, trying to be faithful, and we complain that you don’t even 

notice. We bicker and fight.  

We pray for our community.  

God, you call us to break the chains of injustice,  

May we be repairers of the breach.  

Get rid of exploitation in the workplace,  

May we be healers of the wounded.  

Free the oppressed,  

May we be fixers of the broken. 

Cancel debts,  

May we be restorers of fortune.  

Share food with the hungry,  

May we be providers of meals.  

Invite the homeless poor in,  

May we be welcomers of all.  

Put clothes on the shivering,  

May we be givers of warmth. 

Be available to our families.  

May we be present to those who know us best.  

God, you will turn our lives around and show us where to go.  

May we be followers of the light.  

We will be known as those who can fix anything, rebuild and renovate, make the 

community livable again.  

We pray for our community.  

And we will all be free to enjoy God!  

AMEN. 

 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  

 God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.  
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*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “Christ, the Healer”                                                         # 380 

 

Time with Young Disciples 

First Pres-birdies Puppets 

 

Anthem:  "Lest I Forget Your Love"                                                                   (Sorenson) 

The Choir 

 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Lessons: 

  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

37 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He 

said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4 Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 

of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to enter you, 
and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 

cover you with skin, and put breath[b] in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that 
I am the LORD.” 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I 

looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from 
the four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I 

am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I 
will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21403a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21404b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21407c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21407d


 

 

 

4 

 John 11:1-45 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a] “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 

heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then 
after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 

them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The 
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however, 

had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the 
Twin,[c] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 17 When 

Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[d] had already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles[e]away, 19 and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 

know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 

on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she had said 

this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get 

up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to 

the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he 
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came 
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away 

the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26516a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26519b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26529c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26530d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26531e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26538f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+11%3A1-45&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26540g
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if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 

that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

Sermon:  "Beyond Imagination"                                                     The Rev. Leslie Latham                                                                         

           

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith:   

 We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church 

as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 

another. We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the 

church of Jesus Christ.  We believe that, through the working of God’s Spirit, it is a 

binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and 

sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain.  
Adapted from the Confession of Belhar  

 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 With what shall we come before the Lord this day? We come with a love of justice 

and a passion for sharing Christ’s love. Let us walk in humble gratitude, offering to God a 

portion of the gifts that God freely shares with us, gifts for the healing of the world.   

 

Offertory:  "The Old Rugged Cross"                                                                   (Bennard) 

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                          Doxology # 592 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 God of grace, you have gifted us with life in Christ. Today we bring the gifts 

of our work and the gifts of our hearts. May all that we bring and all that we are 

be your means of grace in the world, that all people may encounter your good 

news. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

6 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

*Hymn before Communion:  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”                               # 316 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 “The Lord’s Supper for Lent”                                                                         Insert  

                                                                 

*Hymn of Sending:  “You, O Christ, Are Resurrection”                              See screen 

                                                       

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude:  "Lamb of God"                                                                                       (Paris) 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 
 

WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.  Bill Bearfield – knee replacement 

2.  Kathy Evans – complications after surgery 

3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Kogut family; Family and friends in the death of Mary 

Ferro’s daughter, Debbie; Holly Lynn Belz ~ meningitis 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt; Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Diane Eshelman; 

Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Judy Geerkin; 

Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie 

Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul 

Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ 

McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber; Joan 

Loeswick;  
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Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

 

LITURGIST: Linda Barry 

GREETERS: Andrea Tasevski 

USHERS: Randy Marohn, J. William Haley, Bonnie Zimmer, Linda Barry, Larry Rayner,  

                   John Greth 

COFFEE HOUR:  Diane & Dave Charsley 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if you 

or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Morning Prayers and Communion will be each Sunday during Lent in the parlor at 8:30am. Hope to see 
you there! 
 

Wednesday Soup Suppers: It’s long been a “church tradition” for folks to gather around a table on 
Wednesdays during Lent, to share food and fellowship. We’d like to revive that tradition, so at 6:00, we’ll 
gather in the parlor for homemade soup and bread. Pastor Leslie will offer a devotional or exercise, and 
we’ll be done in time for Peggy Brown’s Old Testament scholars to buckle down to their tasks. The 
remaining date is  April 5th at 6:00 pm. There will be a signup sheet in the narthex for those who would 
like to provide soup and bread each week. We hope you’ll enjoy this new/old Lenten practice. 
 

Attention High School Seniors: The Jack Haacker Memorial Scholarship Applications are available in 
the church office. The completed application should be returned to the office by April 9th. 
 

Easter Flowers ~ Assorted Easter Plants ~ Today is the last day to order the $9.00 plants to honor loved 
ones. 
 

“Welcome Spring Sale” April 5, 2017 ~ 10 am to 1:30 pm ~ Mini Boutique, Plant place, Thrift shop; 
Luncheon 11 am to 1 pm; Sloppy Joe Plate ~ Home Baked Pie; Coffee, Tea or Punch; Cost of luncheon is 
$6.00 and proceeds benefit local charities. 
 

Remember to put your spare change in the glass block bank for the handbells! 
 

Holy Week Services 
Thurs, April 13th – 6:00pm – Pot Luck dinner; Worship at 7:15p  

Fri, April 14th – Good Friday service from noon-3 pm at N. Presbyterian Church, NT 

Sun, April 16th – Easter Sunrise Service, 7:30 am at Gratwick Park  

Sun, April 16th - 10am – EASTER; Worship with Pastor Leslie; NO Sunday school 


