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Welcome to our Ash Wednesday service. 
 
As we gather silently, we invite you to pray: 
Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made and you forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that 
truly repenting of our sins, and acknowledging our brokenness, we may 
obtain from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Music for Gathering   
 
God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through him. 
 
God’s love endures forever. 
 
God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though the waters 
roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 
God’s love endures forever. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Reading  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
 
Hymn  #2138  Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes 
 
Scripture Reading  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
Meditation 



Invitation to the Observance of the Lenten Discipline 

 
Responsive Reading:   Psalm 51 (please see insert) 
  
Litany of Penance 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
    
Let us pray: 
Converting God, whose face is turned toward us in Jesus Christ: we 
come this night to be turned: 
 
Turned from the ways, barren and desolate, on which we have spent 
our lives, turned from the ways of self-gratification that have sold our 
souls to the idols and images of a materialistic world, turned from the 
ways of exploitation that have destroyed our relationships with others 
and with the good creation you have given us. In dust and ashes, we 
confess our sin and our complicity in the sins of our society, and we 
come to be turned: 
 
Turned to follow the other road that leads to Jerusalem, to 
Gethsemane, to Golgotha, and to Joseph's garden, turned to follow 
with Jesus the way of the cross, that we may share also with Christ in 
the new life of resurrection's dawn. 
 
Lord, hear my voice!  
 
O Israel, hope in the Lord!  For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and 
with God is great power to redeem.  
 
Lord, hear my voice!  
 
Silence 
 
Sung Response  2169  God, How Can We Forgive 



The Imposition of Ashes 
 
Creator God, who fashioned us from the dust of the earth, bless these 
ashes that they may a sign of our mortality, and a reminder of your 
forgiving grace through the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Those who desire may come forward for the imposition of ashes.  The 
pastor dips her thumb into the ashes and makes a sign of the cross on the 
forehead of each person. 
 
Anthem  “Ashes” Marilee Mathias, soloist   Joncar 
 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 
By the cross and passion of our Savior, 
 
Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. 
 
Sung Response #2164  “Sanctuary”   
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
  Please see insert 
 
Blessing and Charge 
 
May the God of peace make you holy in every way and keep your whole 
being—spirit, soul, and  body—free from every fault at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude    
 
Please depart quietly from the service this evening. 



Psalm 51 
 
1   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; 

in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2   Wash me through and through from my wickedness 

and cleanse me from my sin.  
3   For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 
4   Against you only have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight. 
    And so you are justified when you speak 

and upright in your judgment. 
5   Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, 

a sinner from my mother’s womb.  
6   For behold, you look for truth deep within me, 

and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 
7   Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; 

wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 
8   Make me hear of joy and gladness, 

that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
9   Hide your face from my sins 

and blot out all my iniquities.  
10   Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 
11   Cast me not away from your presence 

and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
12   Give me the joy of your saving help again  

and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
13   I shall teach your ways to the wicked,  

and sinners shall return to you. 
14   Deliver me from death, O God,  

and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
O God of my salvation.  

15   Open my lips, O Lord,  
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

16   Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, 
but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 

17   The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

  



The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
The Sanctus 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
Now and forever. Amen.  
 
Breaking of the Bread 
 
Communion of the People 

 
 

 


