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Please respond with those portions of the liturgy printed in bold italics. 

GATHERING 

WELCOME  

PRELUDE  “We Three Kings” John Hopkins, Jr.
 Naomi Boyle, piano  Arr. Patti Drennan 

 CALL TO WORSHIP   

We meet to worship God and to remember, tell, and show God’s love. 

Like a bright star in the night sky, the life of Christ lights up the whole world. 

The star of hope shines on, and no darkness will overcome it. 

The light of Christ shows us who we are and what we can be, 

 where we have been and where we should go. 

Let us walk in the light and give thanks to God . 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

GATHERING SONG (page 5) “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” (vs. 1) FESTAL SONG 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, Light of the world,  
 we confess that we have not resisted the darkness of sin. 
You deliver the poor and the helpless, but we have ignored their cry.  
You take pity on the weak and the destitute, 
 but our hearts are hard in the face of their need. 
You heal the wounded and save the oppressed 
 but we have placed our trust in the callous violence of war.  
Forgive us, we pray. 
Awaken in us sincere repentance  
 that we may shine with the light of your saving grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SILENT CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

GLORIA PATRI (page 5) “Glory Be to the Father”  GLORIA PATRI 

THE PEACE 

THE WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6  

This is the Word of the Lord.   

 Thanks be to God.  

TIME WITH CHILDREN   Debbie Katz 
  Center for Christian Growth 

ANTHEM  “As with Gladness Men of Old” Conrad Rocher
 Naomi Boyle, piano Arr. Tedd Smith 

GOSPEL READING Mark 2:1-12 

This is the Word of the Lord.   

 Thanks be to God.   

SERMON  “Gift of the Magi” Rev. Leslie Latham 
  by O. Henry (1905) & Rev. Dorothy Pearman 

HYMN 679 (page 7)  “Let the Whole Creation Cry” SALZBURG 

CALL TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” French Canadian Carol 
 Performed by Kurt Ebsary 

DOXOLOGY (page 6) “Praise to God the Father” DA N’ASE 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION & BLESSING OF STAR GIFTS  

May we not keep our blessings, but give them away:  

 so that others might learn new dance steps,  

 so children might be fed, so bridges might be built  

 and so grace may flow to all in your world.  

Bless the Star Gifts we offer one another this day.  

This year, lead us to deepening our understanding of the gifts you give us,  

 and quicken our response to share those gifts with others. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
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THE EUCHARIST (THANKSGIVING) 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

This is the joyful feast of the people of God. 

 We have come from east and west. 

We have come from north and south 

 To feast at our Lord’s table. 

When our risen Lord was at table with his disciples,  

 he took bread and blessed it and broke it,  and gave it to them. 

 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him. 

Who can come to this table? 

 Our Savior invites all those who trust him to come to this table. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.     

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.     
 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Why do we give thanks at this table? 

 We give thanks for God’s creation,   

 and for making us in God’s image.  

 We give thanks because God never gave up on us,   

  even when we were not faithful to God.  

 We give thanks because when it was time,  

  God sent the only Son, Jesus,  to show God’s love for us. 

How do we praise God for all this? 

 With all the faithful of every time and place,  we sing to God’s glory: 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

  Heaven and Earth are full of your glory,   

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

What do we remember at this table? 
 We remember God’s Son, Jesus. 

He healed the sick and restored sight to the blind. 

 He welcomed strangers and ate with outcasts. 

 Dying on the cross, he saved us from our sin;  

 risen from the dead, he gives us new life. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND COMMUNION 

Why do we eat bread at this table? 
 Jesus took bread, blessed it, and gave it to his friends. 

Why do we drink from the cup at this table? 
 Jesus gave them the cup as the promise that our sins are forgiven. 

But this just everyday bread and juice. 
 Let us pray that the everyday bread and juice will become holy: 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us  
and upon these your gifts of bread and wine, 

that the bread we break and the cup we bless  
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 

By your Spirit unite us with the living Christ,  
that we may be one in ministry in every place.  

As this bread is Christ’s body for us,  
 send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 RESPONSE: God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.                        

LORD’S PRAYER  Ecumenical 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

CHORAL AMEN (page 6) “Raise a Song of Gladness”  JUBILATE DEO 

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  

May this food strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen. 

SENDING 

HYMN 4 (page 8)  “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” GROSSER GOTT  

CHARGE  

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” TEMPUS ADEST 
 Performed by Kurt Ebsary FLORIDUM 
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Portions of today’s liturgy are reprinted by permission of: 
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year B, Volume 1 

 Edited by Kimberly Bracken Long 
 © 2015 Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY 
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