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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

June 23, 2019                 10:00am 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

 
DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Living God, you call us to yourself so that we may live in wholeness with ourselves and 
our neighbors. Unchain your people and set us free to rejoice in your saving word, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Prelude: 
  
Call to Worship 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female: 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
We are children of God through faith. 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:  “As the Deer”      #626 
     (Prayer Concerns Collected)  

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin to God and to one another. 
 

*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
Merciful and gracious God, we walk in a way that is not good. We follow our own 
devices.  We ignore your image in ourselves and in our neighbors. Do not turn 
away from us, O God, but hear our cry for blessing. Lead us out of the tombs we 
inhabit. Guide us into your light so that we may walk in your way. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
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*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison 
Jesus Christ covers us with baptismal waters, so that our lives are hidden in him. 
This Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, is sovereign even over the powers of 
evil, so that his reign brings freedom and joy. Therefore, we declare by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen. 
 

*Passing of Peace 
Since God has forgiven us in Jesus Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

* Gloria: “Halle Halle Halle”  (refrain only)      #591 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 1 Kings 19:1-15a 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 2 Then 

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make 

your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for 

his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom 

tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than 

my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 

and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and 

a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7 The angel of the LORD came a second time, 

touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 8 He got up, and 

ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of 

God. 9 At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. 

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He answered, “I 

have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking 

my life, to take it away.” 

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now 

there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before  
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the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 

earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound 

of sheer ilence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He 

answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” 15 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness 

of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 

 

 Luke 8:26-39 
26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on 

land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not 

live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of 

his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment 

me”— 29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had 

seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds 

and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, 

“Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the 

abyss. 

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them 

enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the 

swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34 When the swineherds 

saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people came out to 

see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had 

gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36 Those who had 

seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37 Then all the 

people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with 

great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone begged 

that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how 

much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done 

for him. 

Sermon:   “Where Do You Think You’re Going?”  The Rev. Leslie Latham 
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RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:              
It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost; 
This is true: for God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone 
who believes in him shall not die, but have everlasting life. 
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, 
death and destruction; 
This is true: I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  
It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, and that war and 
destruction have come to stay forever; 
This is true: for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will 
rest, and whose name will be Prince of Peace. 
It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the 
world;  
This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo,I am with you 
always, to the end of the world. 
It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, 
who are the prophets of the church, before we can do anything;  
This is true: I will pour out my Spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters 
shall prophesy, your young people shall see visions, and your old folk dream 
dreams. 
It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, 
of human dignity, of peace, are not meant for this earth and its history; 
This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, 
that true worshippers shall worship God in Spirit and in truth. 
Iona Abbey Worship Book (Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 2007), p. 20.www.ionabooks.com. Used by permission. 
 

*Hymn of Response: “The Church of Christ in Every Age” vv. 1,3,5  #320 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 

 
 

5 
 

Invitation to the Offering: 
God gives us more than enough for our journey of faith. Let us present our tithes and 
offerings so that others may know their blessings and give thanks to God. 
 

Offertory:   
 

*Praising God’s Goodness – Doxology       #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
God of wisdom, may this offering serve as a powerful witness to this world in 
need.  Guide us as we administer the gifts that you have given us for the building 
of your kingdom. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”    #169 
 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.  Children’s 
Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
 

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office  
@ 692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  Sue Schurr – home recovering from being at DeGraff Hospital 
2.  
3.  
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:    Peggy Hess, Family of Ruth Weber,Bob Palfi, 
Sue Schurr, Shirley Hagle, Nadia and Dick Bishop.   
 

Continuing Prayers:  Scott Greenawalt, Tim, Pat & Bob Erisman, Kris Yettra, Ruth Gebera, 
Judy Geerkin, Paul Card,  Nadia,  Joey, Doris Carlson, Bonnie Bringhurst, Marlene Tyrrell, 
Deal Kowsky, Bentley, Drew, Peggy Hess, and Kyle Donovan. 
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 Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris 
Carlson; Alice Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; 
and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST:  Alvin Marohn 
GREETER:     Yurek Family 
USHERS:      Team 4 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Town Hall Meeting:  TODAY – right after worship service in the parlor. Refreshments 
will be served.  See you there.   
 
Reminder:  Church Parking Lot – Please, if you are able to walk, we would appreciate 
if you would park on the surrounding streets near the church and leave the spaces in our 
parking lot for our folks who need them most.  Thanks very much.   
 

Thursday, June 27 – Bible Study Class 
The Bible Study Class will meet the fourth Thursday of the month.  The next class will be 
held on Thursday, June 27 at 6pm.  Any questions, please contact Nancy Bassett.   All 
are invited. 
 

Respite Training for Volunteers:  Wednesday, July 10-4:30pm-7:30pm 
The Alzheimer’s Association will be presenting a training session for volunteers who 
would like to be a part of our Memory Lane Respite Program.  Memory Lane is a  
program that our church has been offering to people with dementia for almost a year.  
We currently have nine guests who attend regularly and have three more on our waiting 
list.  The program has grown in such a short time and we are looking for volunteers to 
assist in a variety of ways. You do not have to be available every month, but the training 
is mandatory.  Anyone who has been a part of this program knows how worthwhile and 
rewarding it is.  Won’t you consider becoming a volunteer?  For those volunteers who 
have already been trained, this may be a time for you to have a refresher course.  
Please RSVP to the church office by July 3 at 716-692-1319.    
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Mark your calendar for the Presbyterian Women’s Annual Summer Luncheon – 
Wednesday, August 7 at 12pm.  The Hide-A-Way Restaurant on Division and 
Rumboldt in N. Tonawanda.  The cost is $20.00 and payment is due by check no later 
than July 17.  Bring an item for the Silent Auction.  Proceeds to benefit the Twin Cities  
Community Outreach.   For more information, see Laura Marohn.  Sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex.   
 

 June  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
23  
Worship 10a 
 
Town Hall Meeting 
after worship - Parlor 

24  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

25  
 

26  
Circle II 9a 

27  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
Bible Study 6p 
 
 H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

28  
UFO 7p 

29  
 

 July  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
30 
 
Worship 10a 

1  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Office Closed 
 
 AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 
 
 

5  
UFO 7p 

6  
 

7  
Worship 10a 

8  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

9  
Mission & 
Outreach 7p 
 
 

10  
Respite Training 
4:30pm-7:30pm 
Parlor 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 

12  
UFO 7p 

13  
 

14  
Worship 10a 
(Outdoors) 

15  
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p  
 
 
 
 

16  
Memory Lane 
10:30a-2:30p 

17  
Healing Service 
6:30p 

18  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
 

19  
UFO 7p 

20  
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