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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
January 7,  2018                 11:00am 

 
 

Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord 
DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 
Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
   
 God of every nation, by the light of a wondrous star you led wandering magi to the 
humble infant Jesus, revealing to them your salvation for the world. In the miraculous 
and the mundane, in union with all who have glimpsed the light of your grace, lead us 
to Christ, that we may offer our worship and serve him with sincerity of heart; for he 
lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. Amen. 
 

Prelude:   "And the Glory of the Lord”        (Handel) 
         
Call to Worship:  
 

All God's people—boys and girls, women and men: 
Come and worship! 
Shepherds, Magi, saints and angels: 
Come and worship! Come and worship! 
All who need the Savior; all who long for comfort: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:   “Out of Deep, Unordered Water”   #494                                                      
                                            

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
 

A prophet appeared in the wilderness, calling the people to repent, be baptized, and 
prepare the way of the Lord. We return to the water to confess our sins, giving thanks 
for the grace of Jesus Christ, the one who has come to save us. 
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*Prayer of Confession:                                                                                                         Unison 
In the waters of baptism, O God, you have cleansed and claimed us. Forgive us for 
resisting your grace and for denying your name. We have followed our own paths, 
and they have led us far from you. Help us to live into our baptisms, to trust that all 
we need is you, for you have marked us as your own, loving us without limit. Wash 
us with your love again, so that with clean hearts, we may go in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
*Time of Silent Prayer 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
Hear the good news of the gospel: As a voice from heaven said to Jesus, so God 
says to each of us: You are my beloved child, and with you I am well pleased.  In 
Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                                       
*Our Faithful Response:  “When Jesus Came to Jordan”    #72  
 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Anthem:  "Calypso Christmas”         (Sleeth) 
   (The Choir) 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 
    and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
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4 Lift up your eyes and look around; 
    they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
    and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
    your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
    the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
    the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
    all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
    and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
 Mark 1:4-11 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who 
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with[b]water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Sermon:  “Star Light, Star Bright!”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith  
In life and in death we belong to God. 
   Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A4-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24221b
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   we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
      whom alone we worship and serve.  
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
 everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
 sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
 and binds us together with all believers      
 in the one body of Christ, the church. 
The same Spirit 
 who inspired the prophets and apostles 
 rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
 engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
 claims us in the waters of baptism, 
 feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
 and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
 to pray without ceasing, 
 to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
 to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 
 to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
 and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
 we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
 and to live holy and joyful lives, 
 even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, 
 praying, Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

Invitation To The Offering 
The magi brought gifts to Christ at his nativity and offered their lives in worship. With 
thankful hearts, let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 
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Offertory:    "Morning Star”         (Wells) 
        
Doxology           #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
We give you thanks, O God, for every blessing and spiritual gift you have poured 
out upon us.  Let the gifts of our lives be a source of blessing in your world, all to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
 

 The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper      
 

Hymn before Communion:  “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”  #68 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “We Three Kings”       #66 
 
*Benediction 
  
*Postlude:   "Joy to the World!”       (Peterson) 
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  Joan Catanese (recent eye surgery – Theresa Rayner’s sister) 
2.  Delene Larew (Possible Hospice placement-Connie Holovic’s mom) 
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Gail Schurr (Jessica’s mom) 
 
Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Jessica Haacker; Gerry Tyrrell; Father Michael Ubeler;  
Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty  
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Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack 
Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael 
Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike 
Klinger; Bob Erisman 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Billy Welch 
GREETERS:  Judy Geerkin & Family 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Epiphany Concert:  TONIGHT at St. Francis of Assisi Church at 6:00pm.  Join us for 
an evening of vocal and instrumental music from local church choirs, handbell choirs, 
and musical ensembles.  All are welcome to the free concert and reception.   
 
Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday, January 17 @ 6:30pm First 
Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted  
to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" 
service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or 
otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Presbyterian Women’s Soup & Bread Luncheon:  Sunday, January 21 at 12:15pm.  
You are invited to attend the PW Soup & Bread Luncheon.  Come and have some hot 
homemade soup right after worship.   More details to follow.   
 
Lost and Found:  There’s still a pair of glasses and a cross pin that were found in the 
pews after the Christmas Eve worship service.  They can be picked up in the Church 
Office.   
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 January  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1  

 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
 
All Choirs 
Rehearse for 
concert 7:30p 

5  
UFO 7P 

6  
 

7  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
FHB Warm-up at St. Francis 3:00p 
Choirs Warm-up at 1st Pres 4:30p 
 
Epiphany Concert 6p at St. Francis 

8  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

9  
 
Deacons 1p 
 
CE Mtg 7p 

10  
 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
 
Worship Team 3p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30p 

12  
UFO 7P 
 
Presbyterian 
Women’s Soup & 
Bread Mtg 
6:30p 

13  
 

14  
H4W Warm-up 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

15  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 
 
 
 

16  
 

17  
 
 
Healing 
Service 
6:30p 

18  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 
Choir Rehearsal 
(Cake)  7:30p 

19  
UFO 7P 

20  
 

21  
H4W Warm-up 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
PW Soup & Bread Luncheon 12:15p 
 
 

22  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Session Mtg 7p 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:30p 

26  
UFO 7P 

27  
 

28  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 

29  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

30  
 

31  
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