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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

October 27, 2019                 11:00am 
 REFORMATION SUNDAY 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
God of Life, may your light shine on your people today, as it shone in each moment of 
history.  May the light of your presence inspire this celebration, and inspire our lives, to 
praise you and recognize you, as source of all creation, as strength that sustains, as sap 
that nurtures, as wisdom that foresees, as clarity that discovers, as love that 
understands, as mercy that forgives.  May the light of your presence, eternal and 
inextinguishable, shine on us now and forever till the dawn of your Kingdom, present in 
each day. 
 
Prelude: “The Lighthouse”  -  Hearts4Worship 
 

Call to Worship:   
Today is Reformation Sunday, a day when we think about the sacrifices made and the 
risks taken by Martin Luther and other reformers in the 15th and 16th centuries. 
We celebrate the Church that was, the Church that is and the Church that will be. 
We give thanks for living in a time and place where we experience the freedom of 
religious belief, gathering and expression. 
Help us, O God, to strengthen our own faith, and to strengthen our acceptance of 
those who think differently than we do. 
The differences that exist among us only prove the extravagant mosaic beauty of God’s 
creation. 
We are all children of God, creatures of a creator that knows and loves each and 
every one of us. 
History has proven that we may never be able to predict where our journey through life 
may take us, but that our journey will always be filled with God’s grace. 
Let us journey together. Let us worship God! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:  “Gather Us In”  (Here in this Place)   #401 
     (Prayer Concerns Collected)  
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Call to Confession 
Our God is merciful and compassionate,  
slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
God is close to all who call on the Lord in truth 
listening to their cries for help and offering them salvation. 
So, let us bring our confessions to a loving and forgiving God. 
 

*Prayer of Confession          Unison 
Merciful God, we have not been humble. We have discouraged others from 
seeking you. We have not sought your wisdom. Forgive us, O God, and teach us 
to boast only of you. Help us to celebrate when others seek after you. Give us the 
light of Your wisdom and ways, Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*Time of Silent Confession 
 

*Declaration of Forgiveness  
Be still and know the good news: God has not forsaken nor forgotten us but redeems 
us. 
Why should we be afraid? God is in our midst - forgiving, restoring, sending. 
Thanks be to God! 
  
Passing of the Peace: 
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 
And also with you. 
 

* Gloria: “Halle, Halle, Halle”        #591 
 

 

Time with Young Disciples 
 
*Our Faithful Response:   “As the Deer”      #626  
   
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
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Scripture Lessons: 
 Sirach 35:12-17 

12 Give to the Most High as he has given to you, and as generously as you can afford. 
13 For the Lord is the one who repays, and he will repay you sevenfold. 
14 Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it; 15 and do not rely on a dishonest 
sacrifice; for the Lord is the judge, and with him there is no partiality. 16 He will not show 
partiality to the poor; but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. 17 He will not 
ignore the supplication of the orphan, or the widow when she pours out her complaint. 
 
 Luke: 18:8-14 
8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?”  

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13 But 
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to 
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 

Sermon:  “Did You Really Mean To Do That?”   Elder Mark Aquino 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith:            Unison 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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*Hymn of Response:   “Let Us Build a House”      #301 
 

 Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
 will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but  
 deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
 Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering: 
God’s ancient, steadfast love is not a love that simply waits for us to stop wandering 
and return home.  God’s love comes seeking us, and gives us the gift of Jesus, so that 
we might have life abundant.  Our giving this morning, whether we have been lost and 
wandering, or secure and safe, expresses our firm conviction that God is with us, no 
matter what we face. Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in 
gratitude, heartfelt commitment, and praise. 
 

Offertory:   
 

*Praising God’s Goodness – Doxology       #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:            Unison 
God, thank you, thank you, thank you – for your grace, for this community of faith, for 
the gifts of our lives. Bless these offerings today that they might be used to further 
your reign of righteousness here and now. Work through each of us and through the 
ministries of this congregation that we might glorify you in all we do. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “The Lighthouse”  (words on screen)   
 

*Benediction:   
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers.   
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church.   
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319. 
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New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.   
 

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  
 

Continuing Prayers: Scott Greenawalt; Pat & Bob Erisman; KrisYettra; Judy Geerkin; Paul Card; Nadia; 
Doris Carlson; Bonnie Bringhurst; Marlene Tyrrell; Deal Kowsky; Bonnie Zimmer; Mary Jo; Shirley Hagle; 
Jackie; Denis Luzuriaga, Michael, Maras Family, Katie, DeSain & Fluellen Families and Brett.    
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; Fay Tag; Doris Carlson;  Alice 
Weber; Bob Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; Peggy Hess, and Sue Strasser.   
 
Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, seeking to learn 
what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, no matter where you may be on 
your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you would like more information,   please call Judy in 
the church office @ 692-1319 
 
LITURGIST:   Nathan Harrington 
GREETER:   Nancy Dietrich 
USHERS:       Team 2 
 

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. Simply 
call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a loved 
one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

We would like to thank Elder Mark Aquino for leading us in worship today.   
 
Church Women United 2019 World Community Day:  Friday, November 1 
Everyone is invited to attend the World Community Day on November 1st at 1pm at OLC 
Church at 34 Center Avenue, N. Tonawanda.  The speaker will talk about Habitat for 
Humanity.  See Donna Blinston with any questions.   
 

“Happy Holiday Sale” and Luncheon:  Wednesday, November 6  
Circle II Women’s Group will hold their “Happy Holiday Sale” and Luncheon from 10am-
1pm.  Lunch will be served from 11am-12:30pm featuring Chicken and Biscuits, fresh 
baked pie and a beverage for $6.00.  Get an early start on your holiday gift giving and 
then relax and have a delicious lunch.  Shop the Mini-Boutique, Thrift Shop, Plant Shop, 
and Crafts.  Proceeds to benefit local charities.  Take-out is available for $6.50.   
 
All Saints’ Day:  Sunday, November 3 – As in the past, members and friends of our 
congregation are invited to list the names of loved ones who have joined the Church 
Triumphant.  The forms are on the table in the Narthex and are due back in the church 
office by October 27.   
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Adult Bible Study Class:  Sunday, November 17 at 12:15pm 
The Bible Study Class will now be held right after worship on the THIRD Sunday of the 
month at 12:15pm.  The next class will be on November 17 at 12:15pm.  Feel free to 
bring a lunch or something to snack on.  Any questions, contact Nancy Bassett.   
 

Hunger Sunday – November 17 
Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  Food and cash 
donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community 
Outreach.  Drop off box is in the Narthex.  Thank you for your support.   
 

Memory Lane Respite Program:  Tuesday, November 19 
The Memory Lane Respite Program will be held on November 19 from 10:30am-2:30pm.  
There are many opportunities for you to help in volunteering and no monthly 
commitment.  Monetary donations are greatly appreciated.  If you would like to 
volunteer, stop by and see what the program is all about or contact Mike Donovan; we 
can always use more volunteers. 
 

Service of Healing and Blessing:  Wednesday, November 20 at 6:30pm 
A service devoted to healing and wholeness is held the third Wednesday of every month 
at 6:30pm.  This is a “come as you are” service, is open and welcoming to all who seek 
wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise.  Please join Pastor Leslie in the 
sanctuary.   
 

Thanksgiving Baskets:  The Deacons will be assembling fruit baskets for our 
homebound folks on Saturday, November 23 at 9:30am.  All are welcome to come and 
help assemble the baskets.   Baskets will be available for delivery on Saturday, 
November 23 and Sunday, November 24.  Please consider signing up to deliver a 
basket.  Contact Jane Crossan if you are interested in helping in any way.      

 

 October  2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
27  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
 
Worship 11a 
 
 

28  
AA 9a 
 
CE Mtg 6p 
Session 7p 
 

29  
 

30  
Circle II 9a 

31  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 
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 November  2019  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  
Church Women 
United 2019 World 
Community Day 
1pm at OLC Church 
 
UFO 7p 

2  
 

3  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
All Saints’ Day 
Remembrance 
 
Worship/Communion  11a 
 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

4  
AA 9a 
 

5  
Deacons 1p 

6  
“Happy Holiday 
Sale” 
10:00a-1:00p 

7  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p  
Worship Team 6p 
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

8  
UFO 7p 

9  
 

10  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
 
Worship 11a 

11  
Office Closed 
AA 9a 
 

12  
 

13  
Circle II 9a 

14  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p  
 

15  
UFO 7p 

16  
 

17  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a  
 
Hunger Sunday 
 
Bible Study 12:15p 

18  
AA 9a 
 
CE Mtg 6p 
Session 7p 
 
 

19  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30am-2:30pm 

20  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

21  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
6:30p  
 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p 

22  
UFO 7p 

23  
Assemble Thanksgiving 
Baskets for  
Shut-ins  -  9:30am 
All are welcome to help.   

24  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
 
Deacons sell Memorial 
Flowers 

25  
AA 9a 
 

26  
 

27  
Circle II 9a 

28  
Office Closed  
AA 9a 
 
 

29  
Office Closed 
 
UFO 7p 

30  
 

 
November 3, 2019 
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