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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
April 29,  2018                 11:00am 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. –Book of Common Prayer, adapt. 
  

Prelude:   “O Worship the King!"      (Gardiner/Doerksen)  
         
Call to Worship:  
In the wilderness, water brings life. 
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water. 
In the Word of God, the good news gives light. 
Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 
In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior nourishes everyone. 
Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 
Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 
Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness. 
Come, let us worship God. 
 
(All Hymns will feature the Kazoos For Christ Band) 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:  “His Name Is Wonderful”        #230                                                
                                            (Prayer Concerns collected) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Psalm 22:25-31 
From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
  I will pay my vows before those who 
 worship the Lord. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 
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 those who seek the Lord shall praise the Lord: 
 “May your heart live forever!”  
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
  and the families of the nations shall worship before the Lord. 
For dominion belongs to the Lord who rules over the nations. 
All who sleep in the earth shall bow down to the Lord. 
All who go down to the dust shall bow down 
 before the Lord, and I shall live for God.  
Posterity shall serve the Lord; 
 each generation shall tell of the Lord, 
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,  
 the saving deeds that God has done.   
 

Passing of the Peace 
The peace of God be with you always 
And also with you. 
 

*Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be To The Father”       #579 
                                       
Time with Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Acts 8:26-40 
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was 
an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to  
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him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized? 38 He commanded 
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip 
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself  
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
 
 1 John 4:7-21  The Message  
 My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves is born of God and experiences a relationship with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t 
know the first thing about God, because God is love—so you can’t know him if you don’t love. This is 
how God showed his love for us: God sent his only Son into the world so we might live through him. 
This is the kind of love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins and the damage they’ve done to our 
relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love each other. No one has 
seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God dwells deeply within us, and his love becomes 
complete in us—perfect love! 

This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in him, and he in us: He’s given us life from 
his life, from his very own Spirit. Also, we’ve seen for ourselves and continue to state openly that the 
Father sent his Son as Savior of the world. Everyone who confesses that Jesus is God’s Son 
participates continuously in an intimate relationship with God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced 
it heart and soul, this love that comes from God. 

God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we live in God and God lives in 
us. This way, love has the run of the house, becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of 
worry on Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ’s. There is no room in 
love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear 
of judgment—is one not yet fully formed in love. 

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, now we love. He loved us 
first. 

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, 
he is a liar. If he won’t love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can’t see? The 
command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve got to love both. 
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The Canticle of Zechariah 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for you have looked favorably on your people and redeemed them.  
You have raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of your servant David, as you 
spoke through the mouth of your holy prophets from of old, 
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  
Thus you have shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, the oath that you swore to 
our ancestor Abraham, 
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve you 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before you all our days.  
And your child will be called the prophet of the Most High; for he will go before you 
to prepare your ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to your people by the forgiveness of our sins.  
By your tender mercy, O God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.    –Luke 1:69-79, paraphrased 

 
RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Hymn:     “The Church’s One Foundation”      #442 
 

Invitation to the Offering 
Offering what we have for the sake of others is a discipline of pruning—letting go of 
our possessions, our time, and even ourselves—to extend the gospel witness into the 
world. Be generous in your ministry of giving. You need not fear; you abide in the 
vine. 
 

Offertory:    "Lord, Be Glorified"        (Kilpatrick) 
 

*Doxology           #592 
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*Prayer of Dedication:                 Unison 
Through our offerings, O God, give your loving Spirit to a world in need of comfort.  
Make our many gifts one offering for the world; in the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen.                          

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”     #276 
 

*Benediction 
  

*Postlude: "Be Thou My Vision, Be Glorified"      (arr. Tornquist) 
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Rick C (heart transplant list); Carrie F. & her 
children(house fire); and house explosion in N. Buffalo. 
 

Continuing Prayers: Alvin Marohn; Rick C.; Gail Schurr; Kathy Evans; Gerry Tyrrell; Father 
Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Irving & Alice Hils; Joan Cantonese; Holly Mazurek; 
Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary 
Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Michael 
Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike 
Klinger; Bob Erisman; Kris Yettra ; and Judy Geerkin 
 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 
Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, seeking to learn 
what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, no matter where you may be on 
your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you would like more information,   please call Judy in 
the church office @ 692-1319 
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LITURGIST: Cheryl Yurek 
GREETERS:  The Yurek Family and Marla Maertin  
USHERS:  Team 3 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

Care Sunday Service – TODAY:  We’ll assemble personal care bags for our friends at 
Hearts for the Homeless.  After worship, we’ll gather downstairs for a potluck dinner.  
Bring a dish to pass and your own table service. 
 
Month of May Sale:  Wednesday, May 2 from 10am-1:30pm.  Lunch will be served 
from 11am-1:00pm featuring Chicken Salad Plate, fresh baked pie and a beverage for 
$6.00.  Come and shop the Mini-Boutique, Thrift Shop, and Plant Place and then relax 
and have some delicious lunch.   
 
Church Women United of the Tonawandas – May Friendship Day 
Friday, May 4, 2018 at 9:30am at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ – Shawnee, 3921 
Mapleton Road, N. Tonawanda.  The theme will be “Reaching for Wholeness in Gratitude 
for God’s Presence.”  The Least Coin offering will be collected at this celebration.  For 
more information, please contact Donna Blinston.   
 
Service of Blessing and Healing: May 16 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church 149 
Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing and 
wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open and 
welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please 
join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Sunday School Celebration:  On Sunday, May 20, we will celebrate with our Sunday 
School kids during worship.  Everyone is invited – Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
friends, neighbors, etc.  Last day of Sunday School until Rally Day on September 9, 
2018.   
 
Memory Lane Respite Program:  Volunteers Needed  -  Our church is going to offer 
a respite program for family caregivers of people with memory impairment (dementia, 
Alzheimer’s) to get a much needed break.  Our program will run once a month, (the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month from 10:30am-2:30pm beginning Aug 21) and we are looking for 
dedicated volunteers to help out in various ways:  1 on 1 companion for guests, 
setup/clean up, crafts, food preparation, food serving, games, music, making phone 
calls, etc.  You do not have to volunteer every month; we will have sign-up sheets.  
There will be a 3-hour required training done at church by the Alzheimer’s Association. 
More information is on the table in the Narthex and any questions can be directed to the 
team: Kathy Greenawalt, Marilee Mathias, Janet Haacker, Judy Winters or Pastor Leslie.   
Why not consider helping out with this exciting mission project? 
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**Worship Service:  Please note, beginning on Sunday, May 27 we will switch 
to our summer worship time and begin at 10am from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day.  We will switch back to the 11am worship time on Sunday, September 9.   
 
 April  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
29  
 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Kazoos For Christ Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
Care Sunday and Potluck Dinner 
 

30 
 AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p  

 

 
 May  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1  

Deacons 1p 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7p 

2  
Circle II  
“Month of May Sale” 
10a-1:30p 

3  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Choir rehearsal 
7:30p 

4  
Church 
Women 
United 
Meeting 
9:30a 
 
 
UFO 7P 

5  
 

6  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir Warm-up 10:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 

7  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

8  
 
God Talk at 6:30p 
Buffalo Tap Room 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7p 

9  
Circle II 9a 

10  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Worship Mtg 3p 
H4W rehearsal 
6:30p 
Choir rehearsal 
7:30p 

11  
UFO 7P 

12  
 

13  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
“Happy Mother’s Day” 

14  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

15  
 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7p 

16  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

17  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
H4W rehearsal 
6:30p 
Choir rehearsal 
7:30p 

18  
UFO 7P 

19  
 

20  
H4W warm-up 8:30a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
Sunday School Celebration 
Pentecost Sunday 
Outdoor Worship (weather pending) 

21  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
CE Mtg 
Session 7p 

22  
 

23  
Circle II 9a 
 
 

24  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
Choir rehearsal 
7:30p 

25  
UFO 7P 

26  
 

27  
Choir Warm-up 9:30a 
Worship 10a 

28 Memorial Day 
 
AA 9a 
 
TOPS 6:30p 

29  
 

30  
Circle II 9a 
 
 

31  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
 
No Rehearsals 
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