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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
  October 15, 2017                 11:00am 

19th  Sunday after Pentecost 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
Gathering Prayer:                                                                   
Holy God, you are light, and in you there is no darkness at all.  
Shift our focus today  
 from whatever is false to that which is true;  
 from whatever is vulgar to that which is honorable;  
 from whatever is corrupt to that which is just; 
 from whatever is inauthentic to that which is pure;  
 from whatever is detestable to that which is pleasing;  
 from whatever is insignificant to that which is commendable; 
that we may live in the light. Through Christ Jesus we pray. Amen. 
  
Prelude:  "The Lord is in His Holy Temple"       (Root) 
 
Call to Worship:  
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! 
Everything old has passed away;  
behold, everything has become new! 
For the promise is for you, for your children,  
and for all who are far away, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls. 
Let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Song of Praise:  "You Are Holy (Prince of Peace)"    (Imboten) 
                                       (Hearts 4 Worship)                                                    

(Ushers receive prayer concern requests) 
 

AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Let us come before the throne of God, the mercy seat, with all of our humanity,  
open to the peace of promised forgiveness. 
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*Prayer of Confession         Unison 
God who loves us, you have always given us what we need. You have taken care 
of us even when we could not care for ourselves. You have given us life and 
breath. Why is it that we still doubt you? Why do we still go on our own way, 
rebelling against you? Why do we persist in doing everything our own way? God, 
we have hurt ourselves and others by being so fiercely independent. Give us 
courage enough to place our trust in you. Through the constant presence of the 
Spirit, we pray, Amen. 
*Time of Silent Prayer 
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness:  
Beloveds, hear the good news: Jesus Christ came to stand in the breach to reconcile 
us to God. We are forgiven and freed! Amen. 
 
*Passing of the Peace: 
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
  
*Gloria Patri:   “Glory Be To The Father”      #579 
 
*Our Faithful Response:   “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” 
     ***See Words on Screen***  
 
Time With Young Disciples 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Exodus 32:1-14   
 32 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go 
before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do 
not know what has become of him.” 2 Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that 
are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to 
me.” 3 So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, and brought them to  
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Aaron. 4 He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold,[a] and cast an image of a calf; 
and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation 
and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to the LORD.” 6 They rose early the next day, and 
offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 

7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and 
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 
people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot 
against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

11 But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot 
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of 
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on 
your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to 
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of 
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he 
planned to bring on his people. 

 Matthew 22:1-14 

22 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to 
call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went 
away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+32%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2443a
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everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 
a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 
him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Sermon:       The Rev. Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 
*Affirmation of Faith   adapted from the Confession of Belhar 
We believe that God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry. 
We believe that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind. We believe 
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans and 
widows, and blocks the path of the ungodly. Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Response:   “Rejoice, the Lord is King”     #155  

      
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but  
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering: 
Because God has given you a great banquet, let your thanksgiving overflow with joyous 
giving for the sake of others.  
 
Offertory:   "Lord, You Have My Heart"        (Smith) 
 
*Praising God's Goodness:    Doxology                                                           # 592 
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*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                             Unison 
Creator God, you are our provider. We offer all that we have and all that we are to 
you, because we belong to you. Bless these gifts, and empower us, your church, 
that through the work of your Spirit we may be a refuge for the needy in their 
distress, a shelter from the storm, and a shade from the heat. Through Christ, our 
shield and our stronghold. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
*Hymn of Sending:   “The Summons”                 #2130 
                            
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude:  "Holy Is the Lord"         (Tomlin) 

* Those who are able, please stand 
WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  The Wert Family, Scott Greenawalt’s surgery, and Jack 
Shepler’s surgery. 
 
Continuing Prayers: Father Michael Ubeler;  Bill Carney; Scott Greenawalt; Melissa Haacker; 
Paul Stuermer; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty 
Kolnacki; Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; 
Willie Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael 
Grant; Paul Rayner; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ 
McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 
 
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
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Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 
LITURGIST: Alvin Marohn 
GREETERS: Alvin and Laura Marohn and Nathan Harrington 
USHERS: Randy Marohn, Bill Haley, Bonnie Zimmer, John Greth, Larry Rayner 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of need. Simply call 
Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if you or a loved one are 
ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
Hunger Sunday:  Today, Oct 15.  The Deacons are continuing to collect Food for the Hungry on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month.  Food and cash donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities 
Community Outreach.  Many thanks to Donna and Bruce Blinston for delivering the food to TCCO.  Thank you 
to everyone for your continued support.   
 
Matt’s Music Vocal Ensemble Recital:  Tonight, October 15 at 7pm in our sanctuary. 
 
Christian Education Meeting:  Note change in date and time:  Monday, Oct 16 at 5:30pm.   
 
Service of Wholeness and Healing: Oct 18 @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, 
Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. 
This is a "come as you are" service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian 
or otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Youth Led Worship Service – The Youth will be leading us in worship on October 22.  Following worship the 
Deacons are sponsoring a Sub Sandwich Luncheon.  Please sign up so we have enough lunch for everyone.  
Bring a can of beef stew, chili, baked beans, or hearty soup which will be donated to Hearts for the Homeless.   
 
Hearts and Hands Fall Craft:  Sunday, October 29 – Calling all Sunday School Kids, come and make a fun 
craft during Church. Meet in the back in the Children’s Sanctuary right after “Time With Young Disciples” to 
make a fun fall craft involving “Real Pumpkins”.   
 
Circle II Happy Holiday Sale:  Wednesday, Nov 1 from 10am,-1:30pm.  Luncheon served from 11am-1pm 
featuring Chicken and Biscuits, fresh baked pies, coffee, tea or punch for $6.00.  Shop the Mini-Boutique and 
Thrift Shop for the upcoming holidays. 
 
Youth Chowder Sale:  Sale will be on Sunday, Nov 5 right after church.  Cost will be $5.00 for all you can eat 
or $5.00 a quart to take home.   
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 October  2017  

15  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
Bell Ensemble 
12:30p 
FHB 6:30p 
Matt’s Music Vocal 
Ensemble Recital 7p 

16  
A.A. 9a-11a 
 
CE Mtg-5:30p 
 
Girl Scouts 6-7:30p 
TOPS 6:30p 
Session 7p 

17  
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 
 
 
 

18  
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Healing service 
6:30p 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30p 

19  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
H4W 6p 
Bell Quartet 7p 
Choir 7:30p 
 

20  
UFO 7p 

21  
 

22  
H4W 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Youth Led 
 11a 
Sub Sandwich Lunch 
12:15 
Bell Ensemble 
12:30p 
FHB 6:30p 

23  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6-7:30p 
TOPS 6:30p 

24  
Presbytery Mtg 4p 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 
 
Adult Bible Class  
7-8:15p 

25  
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30p 

26  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
H4W 6p 
Bell Quartet 7p 
H4W & Choir 7:30p 

27  
UFO 7p 

28  
 

29  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Choir 10:30a 
Worship 11a 
Bell Ensemble 12:30 
Bell Quartet 12:50p 
FHB 1:10p 
H4W 1:30p 
H4W & Choir 1:50p 
Choir 2:15p 
500th Anniversary 
Reformation Concert 
& Reception 3p 

30  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6-7:30p 
TOPS 6:30p 

31  
Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30p 
 
 
 

Notes: 
Mark Your Calendars for a special musical event: 
 

Sunday, October 29 at 3pm 
500th Anniversary Reformation 

Celebration Concert 
 

Featuring All Of Our Talented Musical Groups 
With Reception to Follow 

 
 
 November  2017 Dec 2017 ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

Happy Holiday Sale 
10a-1:30p 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30p 
Girl Scouts Leader 
Mtg 8p 
 
 

2  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
Bell Quartet 7p 
Choir 7:30p 

3  
UFO 7p 

4  
Chowder Prep 

5  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 
11a 
Youth Chowder 
Sale12:15p 
Bell Ensemble 
12:30p 

6  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 

7  
Girl Scouts 6:30p 
 
Deacons 1p 
 
Adult Bible Study 7p 

8  
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Girl Scouts 6:30p 

9  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
Bell Quartet 7p 
Choir 7:30p 

10  
UFO 7p 

11  
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