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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 

 
October 7, 2018                 11:00am 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Day 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Gathering Prayer:                                                              
God, sometimes we do not understand why bad things happen to good people. 
Sometimes all we can do is lift up our eyes and hearts to heaven, and scream out loud, 
Why? Sometimes we do not want to persist in our integrity; we allow our suffering to 
lead us into despair. Yet wisdom comes from listening to your Word. Enable us to see 
the life you have given us through the laughter, joy, trial, and tribulation of your son 
Jesus Christ, who lived, suffered, died, and was raised for us. In his name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Prelude:    
 

Call to Worship 
All who are hunting for God, 
All who are angry with God, 
All who are arguing with God, come— 
We are welcome to contend with the Holy One. 
Bring your suffering and complaining and your terror. 
Come—God will not hide. 
All emotions are embraced in God’s gentle darkness of power. 
Come worship a God who gives life meaning, a God whose grace and love know 
no boundaries. Amen! 
  
*Opening Song of Praise:   “Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome)”  
        (See insert or screen)        
       (Prayer Concerns Collected)                                              
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Call to Confession: 
Friends, the invitation list to the Lord’s Table is larger than any of us could ever 
imagine. Let us confess the ways in which we have sought to limit that invitation. 
 
*Prayer of Confession        Unison  
God of Hospitality and Wonder, you welcome us to a table that invites those who 
are different than us. This invitation has made us uncomfortable, unsettled, and 
defensive. Our discomfort comes from an unwillingness to see other peoples’ 
perspectives. Our unsettledness comes from a dependence on the status quo. Our 
defensiveness comes from a belief that our image of you is the only one that 
matters. Help us to surrender ourselves to the abundance of your invitation. 
Inspire us to embrace the fact that diversity is strength, not weakness. Gather us 
to welcome the stranger, care for the oppressed, and feed the hungry. Forgive us 
for our short-sightedness and open us to your Gospel that we might better 
embody the Beloved Community you call us to be. In the Wild and Wonderful 
name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.  
 
*Time of Silent Confession 
 
*Declaration of Forgiveness        Unison  
Friends, we are ALL invited to this table. Whatever we think disqualifies us from 
God’s love has been washed away by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ! Believe that our sins have been forgiven. Alleluia!  Amen. 
* (This Confession and Pardon were written by The Rev. Stephen M. Fearing) 
  
*Passing of the Peace: 
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” As a sign of that peace, let 
us share it with one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Gloria Patri:  “Glory Be to the Father”       #579 
                              
*Our Faithful Response:  “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”     #2200 
  
Time with Young Disciples 
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LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Job 1:1, 2:1-10 
There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was blameless 
and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 
 
One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 The LORD said to 
Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the LORD, “From going to and fro 
on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 3 The LORD said to Satan, “Have you 
considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, 
although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason.” 4 Then 
Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save their 
lives. 5 But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse 
you to your face.” 6 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only spare 
his life.” 

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 Job took a potsherd with which to 
scrape himself, and sat among the ashes. 

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and 
die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we 
receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin 
with his lips. 

 Mark 10:2-16 
2 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses allowed 
a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said to them, 
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6 But from the 
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall 
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two shall become one 
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined 
together, let no one separate.” 
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10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11 He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and if 
she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

13 People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 
Sermon:  “Healing the Divided Community”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 

 
RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith ~ from A Brief Statement of Faith    Unison 
     (See insert) 
 
*Hymn of Response:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”     #276 
 
Invitation to the Offering 
In gratitude for all God has done, and so we are invited, we bring our offerings and 
tithes for the building up of God’s kingdom. 
 
Offertory:     
 
*Praising God’s Goodness - Doxology       #592 
 
*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Blessed are you, our Comfort. You have given Jesus, your only son, who was made 
lower than the angels, for our sake. With thanksgiving, we give of what you have 
provided, that your will may be done in this world. Give us the wisdom and 
courage to do so. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

*Hymn Before Communion:  “I Come With Joy”     #507 
 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
 “World Communion Sunday “ (see insert) 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup  
(The congregation will walk down the center aisle, take the bread, dip it into the cup and eat.) 
 

*Prayer after Communion         Unison 
Holy God, we thank you for this meal that proclaims the peace and healing of the 
nations. We thank you for this meal where a little is enough to change our lives; 
where a little is more than enough to feed those whose hearts yearn for 
communion in community. May this bread and fruit of the vine nourish us so that 
we may grow in the faith and knowledge that in you, we are one. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “O, For a World”       #386 
 

*Benediction 
 

*Postlude:    
* Those who are able, please stand 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.  Kris Yettra – Pastor Leslie’s sister-in-law 
2. 
3.  
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week:  Bonnie Sibley (prayers for good test results); John 
Faux ( coping with new living arrangements); Alice Hils (prayers for healing;) Tullio Adamo 
(prayers for upcoming back surgery); Ruth Weber (prayers for healing-at Kenmore Mercy 
Hospital); Hannah Vecchio (birth of Gianni Vecchio-Machado); and Cyndi Gabrys (upcoming 
surgery).   
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Continuing Prayers: 
  
Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ruth Weber; Richard Weber; Alice Weber; Bob 
Palfi; Lillian Simon; Joy Welch; Wilma Bender; Margaret McBride; and Sue Strasser 
 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Lynette Ryan 
GREETERS:  Nancy Dietrich 
USHERS:  Team 2 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 
The Flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in memory of 
Tom Geerkin on his 79th birthday with much love from the Geerkin Family.   
 
Congratulations to Hannah Vecchio and Gabriel Machado on the birth of their 
son, Gianni Armando Vecchio-Machado born on September 29, weighing  
7 lbs-9 oz and 21 inches.  Many blessings to all of you! 
 
Congratulations to Paul and Lindsay Rayner and Lily on the birth of their baby, 
Oliver Malcolm Rayner born on October 2, weighing 8 lbs-8oz and 20.5 inches.  
Many blessings to all of you! 
 
Service of Blessing and Healing:  Wednesday,October 17 @ 6:30pm  at First 
Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted 
to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" 
service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or 
otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon:  Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14 at 12:15pm. 
The Deacons are sponsoring a Sub Sandwich Luncheon right after church.  Bring a can 
of beef stew, chili, baked beans or hearty soup for donation to Hearts For The Homeless.   
Monetary donations are also welcome and will be used for the Mission Trip to Puerto 
Rico.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.   
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New Bible Study Class:  The Christian Education Committee is offering a Bible Study, 
“God’s Promise, I Am With You,” beginning October 28 right after church. Any questions, 
contact Nancy Bassett. 
 

Hunger Sunday:  Don’t forget that the third Sunday of the month is Hunger Sunday.  
Food and cash donations are welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities 
Community Outreach.  Next one is October 21st.  Thank you for your support!  

Adopt-A-Chair:  The church is collecting funds to purchase new, comfortable folding 
chairs to be used in the parlor with the round tables.  The cost is $20.00 each and 
checks can be made payable to 1st Presbyterian Church and indicate on the memo line, 
“chairs.”  Tom and Leslie Dugan have graciously offered to pick up the chairs at Sam’s 
Club.  Any questions, see Laura Marohn or Leslie Dugan.   
 
 October  2018  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
7  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Communion 11a 
World Communion Day 

8  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
Office Closed 

9  
 

10  
Circle II 9a 

11  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

12  
UFO 7P 
 
 

13  
 
 

14  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Sub Sandwich Luncheon 
 12:15pm 

15  
 AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p  
 
CE Mtg 6p 
 
Session 7p 

16  
 
Memory Lane 
10:30a-2:30p 

17  
Circle II 9a 
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

18  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

19  
UFO 7P 

20  
 
 

21  
Sunday School 9:30a 
 
Sunday School Teacher 
Meeting 10:30a 
 
Worship 11a 
Hunger Sunday 

22  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

23  
 

24  
 
Circle II 9a 

25  
AA 9a 
Yoga 6:30p 
Hardcore 30 Fitness 
Class 6:30p 
 
H4W Rehearsal 
6:30p 

26  
UFO 7P 

27  
 

28  
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
Reformation Sunday 
 
Bible Study 12:15pm 

29  
AA 9a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 

30  
 

31  
Circle II 9a 
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