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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
December 10,  2017                 11:00am 

Second Sunday in Advent 
 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 
 

Prelude:   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”      (Koerts) 

 

Gathering Prayer:                                                                   
Loving God, you sent your prophet John to prepare your way among us,  

to call us to repentance and make our pathways straight. 
Strengthen us to live lives of steadfast love and faithfulness  

as we await the Messiah’s return, that all may see your reign of peace  
through your just and gracious rule. Amen. 

      
Call to Worship:  
Listen— 
God invites us to prepare the way. 
Watch— 
Signs appear in the wilderness. 
Prepare— 
Good news is on the way. 
Rejoice— 
Our hard times will end. 
Be at peace— 
We rest in God’s promises, and rejoice in God’s coming. 
Come let us walk in the light of God! 
 

*Opening Song of Praise:     “Everlasting God”  (Brown) 
                                                 (Hearts 4 Worship) 
  
Prayer of the Day 
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candles:  Marla Maertin, Cheryl, Kathryn, and Timmy 
Yurek.    
                                 
Gathering Song  "The Candle of Hope" (Tune: “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”) v.2)  

 The candle of peace shines bright with God's plan; 
 The wolf will lie down and dwell with the lamb. 
 Our guns and our weapons, our hatred and war, 
 Will give way to gardens that heal and restore. 

 

Advent calls us to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. All around us people 
prepare for parties, dinners and presents. These events could distract us from the real 
reason for our anticipation.  
  
On the other hand, they also could prepare us; they could be the voice crying in a 
wilderness of materialism: "Prepare the way for the coming of what is really important." 
 

Rather than get lost in the wilderness of distractions, we will let the music and 
lights make us sensitive to the voice that is even now calling our name. We will 
listen for the Word in the words and even in the noise. 
 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 40, verses 1-11. 
The Word of the Lord. 
 

In this season of hustle and bustle we are tempted to get frantic and join the 
panic to shop our way into the holiday spirit. In this moment, we resist that 
temptation, and choose instead to be at peace with who we are and where we are 
on this path. We will let this time prepare us, and we will hear God's call to be 
those who prepare the world. 
On this second Sunday of Advent we choose to be a peaceful presence in the midst of 
a frantic season. So today, we light the second candle as an act of preparation and call 
it Peace. 
 

Song of Praise and Response:  “Angels, We Have Heard on High”   #23 
       (chorus only) 
 

Time with Young Disciples 
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LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
Scripture Lessons: 
 Mark 1:1-8 
The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 

3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 
 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the  
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river  
Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather  
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who  
is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie  
the thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you  
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Hymn:   “Comfort, Comfort You My People”     #3 
 
 
Sermon:  “In the Wilderness”     The Rev.  Leslie Latham 

 
RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

*Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into  
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy  
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection  
of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: “O Day of God, Draw Nigh”        #452 
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Pastoral Prayer 
 

Invitation To The Offering  
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. May your 
righteousness go before God and prepare a pathway for the Lord. Let us offer our lives 
and labor to God and fulfill our vows to the Most High, as we give our tithes and 
offerings. 
 

Offertory:  “I Wonder As I Wander”       (arr. Aaronson)     
 

Doxology            #592 
 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                       Unison 
Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of Christ, your steadfast love and 
faithfulness have met and your righteousness and peace have kissed. May the gifts 
we offer this day lift up those in need and prepare the way of your salvation. Amen. 
 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 
 

*Hymn of Sending:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”    #10 
 

Benediction 
*Postlude:    “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”     (arr. Berry) 

 *Those who are able, please stand 
 

WORSHIP AIDS: 
Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 
Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  
Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 
Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Judy in the church office @  
692-1319. 
New Prayer Concerns or Joys 
1.   
2.   
3. 
 
Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Judy Geerkin; Marlene Tyrrell; Caitlyn Erisman; 
Jessica (Janet Haacker’s daughter-in-law) 
Continuing Prayers: Father Michael Ubeler;  Scott Greenawalt; Sid Tyrrell; Irving & Alice 
Hils; Patricia Seelbech; Kellee Horn; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Ruth 
Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie Day;  
Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul Rayner; 
Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Peggy Hess; Russ McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 
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Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 
Fay Tag; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 
We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 
seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 
no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 
would like more information,   please call Judy in the church office @ 692-1319 
 

LITURGIST: Alvin Marohn 
GREETERS:  Judy Geerkin, Kelsey & Kaitlyn Burns 
STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 
need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 
REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Judy in the office @ 692-1319 if 
you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
 

The Flowers on the Communion Table are to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of Russell Harrington, Rosemary Harrington-Deuser, and Charles Deuser on their 
birthdays; given by Laura & Alvin Marohn and Nathan Harrington.   
 
The Flowers on the Pedestal are to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Michael 
Neubauer and George Neubauer on the anniversary of their birthdays on December 11; 
given by Bonnie Sibley (sister).   
 
Christmas Flowers:  The Deacons will be selling Memorial Christmas flowers on 
December 10 in the Narthex. This will be the last day to purchase your memorial 
flowers.  The cost is $9.00.   
 
Advent Communion Worship:  A short Advent Communion Worship will be held at 
8:30am every Sunday morning before Christmas in the Parlor ~ Dec 10, Dec 17, and 
Dec 24. 
 
Angel Tree Gifts: There are extra Angel Tree Tickets in the office if you are looking for 
one.  Attach the ticket to the unwrapped $15.00 gift and place it under the Charlie 
Brown Tree no later than Dec 17.  Monetary donations are also welcome and can be 
given to Billy Welch.   
 
Charlie Brown Mitten Tree:  Our Charlie Brown Mitten Tree will be accepting your 
beautiful handmade or purchased hats, mittens, or scarves.  Half of these warm items 
will go to Juliana Haacker’s Girl Scout Troop for distribution to needy children and the 
other half will go to needy children in Tonawanda. 
 
The Peanut Butter & Jelly Drive:  Our church is one of the drop-off sites for jars of 
peanut butter, jelly and marshmallow fluff in Tonawanda.  Please help the families in the  
Twin Cities who don’t even have this simple sandwich maker.  There are dedicated boxes 
in the Narthex for the donations. 
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Hearts and Hands Christmas Craft:  TODAY - Sunday December 10.  Calling all 
Sunday School kids, come and make a fun Christmas craft during church.  Meet in the 
back in the Children’s Sanctuary right after “Time With Young Disciples” to make this fun 
craft. 
 
Presbyterian Women’s Tea:  TODAY - Sunday, December 10 at 12:15pm.  You 
are invited to attend the Annual Christmas Tea in the Parlor.  Come and have some 
delicious appetizers and cookies right after worship.  (Men are always welcome too).   
 
Presbytery Youth Christmas Party and Lock-In:  Friday, December 15 at 7pm at 
Kenmore Presbyterian Church.  Lock-in from 9pm-9am. Bring a $5.00 wrapped gift.  
Food, games and fun for all.   
 
VBS is back  -  Saturday, December 16 from 10am-12pm.  Christmas VBS will be 
offered at Vive Jericho Road Ministries.  Please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex if you 
wish to help with this wonderful ministry of teaching the story of Baby Jesus to children  
who may have never heard about him!  If you interested in being a Helper, please 
attend the meeting on Friday, December 8 at 7pm in the Adult Sunday School room.    
 
Sunday School Pageant:   Sunday, December 17 at 11am.  Come and watch our 
Sunday School kids as they perform, “A Very Opinionated Christmas Tree.”  An 
additional rehearsal will be held on December 10 during the last 20 minutes of Sunday 
School.  Dress Rehearsal will be December 17 during Sunday School.  Snacks will be 
available between Sunday School and the Pageant.   
 
Blue Christmas Worship:  December 17 at 4pm.  For some, Christmas is the most 
difficult time of the year.  Whether because of depression, the loss of a loved one, 
addiction issues, divorce or plain old loneliness, it can be hard to find ways to live with 
grief, anger, numbness or sadness.  Comfort may feel like it is almost impossible to find.  
As an antidote, we’ll gather for a Blue Christmas worship service.  The tone will be more  
somber but hopeful.  We’ll light candles, sing and pray.  Please feel free to invite 
family/friends, or come in solidarity and support for those who need it.   
 
Food for the Hungry Sunday: December 17 – The Deacons are continuing to collect 
Food for the Hungry on the 3rd Sunday of the month.  Food and cash donations are 
always welcome and proceeds are donated to the Twin Cities Community Outreach. 
 
Service of Wholeness and Healing: December 20, 2017 @ 6:30pm First 
Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, will hold an evening service devoted 
to healing and wholeness, which will include communion. This is a "come as you are" 
service, open and welcoming to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or 
otherwise. Please join us in the sanctuary. 
 
Meeting for Usher/Servers:  December 24 at 10am - There will be a meeting in the 
Sanctuary for the ushers/servers involved in the 8pm Candlelight Communion Christmas 
Eve Worship.   
 
Christmas Eve Worship Services:  Advent Communion Worship at 8:30am in the 
Parlor; 4th Sunday in Advent Worship at 11:00am; and Candlelight Communion Worship 
at 8:00pm. 
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 December  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
10 Advent Worship 
8:30a in Parlor 
H4W 9a 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship 11a 
 
Presbyterian Women 
Tea 12:15p 

11  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 

12  
 
 
CE Mtg 7p 
 
Adult Bible Class 7p 
 

13  
 

14  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
H4W 6p 
Choir 7:30p 

15  
UFO 7p 
 
Youth Christmas 
Party & -7p-10p 
Youngstown 
Presbyterian Church 

16  
 
Meet at Church at 9a  
VBS@ VIVE 
10a-12p 

17 Advent Worship 
8:30a in Parlor 
Sunday School 9:30a 
Worship/Sunday 
School  Christmas 
Pageant  11a 
FHB 12:30p 
 
Blue Christmas 
Service 4p 

18  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Girl Scouts 6p 
TOPS 6:30p 
 
 

19  
 
 
 
Adult Bible Class 7p 

20  
 
Healing Service 
6:30p 

21  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
H4W 6p 
Choir 7:30p(Cake) 

22  
UFO 7p 

23  
 

24 Advent Worship 
8:30a in Parlor 
H4W 9a 
Ushers/Servers Mtg  
10a 
Worship 11a 
FHB 12:30p 
FHB 7:15p Warm-up 
Choir 7:30pWarm-up 
Christmas Eve 
Service 8p 

25  
 
Office Closed 

26  
 
 
 
 

27  
 

28  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
 
 
GS Leadership Mtg 7p 
 

29  
UFO 7p 

30  
 

31  
Worship 11a  
 “12 Days of 
Christmas” - 
 Lessons & Carols 
Service 

Notes: 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR JANUARY 7, 2018 at 6pm 
                 EPIPHANY CONCERT at St. Francis Church 
Featuring vocal and instrumental music from local churches 
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