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Come, Worship the Lord, Our God 
 

May 14, 2017                 11:00am 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Mothering Sunday 

 

DRAWN INTO GOD'S PRESENCE 

 

Welcome and Greeting                                                (Please complete Prayer Concerns) 

 

Gathering Prayer:                                                                   

 Almighty God, in Christ you have shown us the way, revealed to us your truth, 

and offered to us everlasting life. Keep our eyes upon him, that we may see your path 

more clearly, know your truth more fully, and receive your life more abundantly; 

through Christ who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit in eternal glory. Amen. 

 

As the acolyte lights the Christ Candle, take a moment to pray for people or groups who 

stand in special need of God’s love. 

 

Prelude:  "Holy Ground"                                                                                           (Davis) 

 

Call to Worship: Adapted from Psalm 31, the Psalm of the Day 

 O God, you are our refuge in time of need. 

 We come, O God, with praises on our lips for your power to redeem those 

 who put their trust in you. 

 O God, let your people not be ashamed for long. 

 Be for us a living stone of strength, a solid rock of faith, to save us from the 

 hidden snares of life that now enfold us. 

 Into your hand we place our spirit’s span of days. 

 Do not keep from us our hope; let your face smile upon us, your people of 

 faith, who turn to you for help. 

 

*Opening Hymn of Praise:  "One Thing Remains"  

Hearts 4 Worship 

(Ushers receive prayer concern slips) 
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AWARE OF GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Passing of the Peace 

 May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all; 

 And also with you. 

 

*Gloria Patri: “Glory Be to the Father”                                                          # 579 

 

*Our Faithful Response:  “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”                     STF # 2050 

 

Time with Young Disciples 

 

Anthem: "Beautiful Savior"                                                                              (Townend)  

Hearts 4 Worship 
 

LISTENING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Responsive Reading   Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your 

 righteousness, deliver me! 

 Incline your ear to me, rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a 

 strong fortress to save me! 

 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide 

 me; 

 take me out of the net which is hidden for me, for you are my refuge. 

 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 

 I trust in you, O Lord, I say, “You are my God.” 

 My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 

 persecutors. 

 Let your face shine on your servant, save me through your steadfast love!  

 

Scripture Lessons: 
 Acts 7:51-60 
51[Stephen said,]”You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are forever opposing 

the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do.52Which of the prophets did your ancestors not 
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persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 

become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones that received the law as ordained by angels, 

and yet you have not kept it.” 54When they heard these things, the [religious authorities] became 

enraged and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, and 

with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began 

to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out 

in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

John 14:1-14 

14 Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 

house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 

place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 

way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have 

seen him.”8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”9Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has 

seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who 

dwells in me does his works.11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 

not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in 

me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going 

to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 

Sermon:  “A Strange Peace”                                                           The Rev. Leslie Latham 
 

RESPONDING IN GOD'S PRESENCE 
 

*Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

           I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.                                           
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*Hymn of Response:  “The Church’s One Foundation”                                                # 442 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer:  

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy  

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  

forever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering: 

 As people of God, let us offer ourselves and the fruit of our labor for God’s work in 

the world. 

 

Offertory:  "Oh How He Love You and Me"                                                               (Kaiser) 

 

*Praising God's Goodness:                                                                         Doxology # 592 

 

*Prayer of Dedication:                                                                                                Unison 

 Almighty God, receive the gifts we bring in gratitude for your astounding 

goodness. Make our lives to be an acceptable offering in union with our risen Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you forever. Amen. 

 

ABIDING IN GOD’S PRESENCE IN THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Sending:  "The Trees of the Field"         STF # 2279 (sing 3 times ~ each time faster) 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Postlude: "Down At the Cross"                                                                          (arr. Berger) 

 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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WORSHIP AIDS: 

Large Print Bulletins, Hymnals & Hearing Devices – available from ushers. 

Children’s Sanctuary - at the rear of the church  

Baby Changing Tables - in both rest rooms of Church School Building. 

Deacon’s Prayer Chain - To activate Prayer Chain call Kathy in the church office @  

692-1319. 
 

New Prayer Concerns or Joys 

1.   

2.   

3.  

Prayer Concerns or Joys Last Week: Father Michael Ubeler ~ brain tumor; John Faux ~ 

cataract surgery 

 

Continuing Prayers:  Bill Carney; Scott Greenawalt; Melissa Haacker; Paul Stuermer; Sid 

Tyrrell; Irving & Alice Hils; Holly Mazurek; Marge Klinger; Betty Kolnacki; Judy Geerkin; 

Ruth Gebera; Aron; Wilma Bender; Wally Frech; Rosemary Taber; Jack Greenawalt; Willie 

Day; Sue Klein; Mike Crowell; Larry Rayner; Jackie Rexford; Gail Schurr; Michael Grant; Paul 

Rayner; Sid Tyrrell; Anthony Dragone; Adehlia Kowsky; Leola Mitchell; Peggy Hess; Russ 

McClure; Mike Klinger; Bob Erisman 

Prayers and caring for our homebound: Lillian Manning; Marge Klinger; Georgia Anson; 

Fay Tag; Lee Mitchell; Doris Carlson; J. Robert Weber; Ann Thorpe; Ruth Weber 
 

 

Because God’s love is for all - everyone is always welcome. 

We pray that God may bless you with peace, inspiration, and strength.  We are a community, 

seeking to learn what it means to follow Jesus.    No matter what you may be going through, 

no matter where you may be on your faith journey – you are most welcome here!   If you 

would like more information,   please call Kathy in the church office @ 692-1319 

 

LITURGIST: Sue Schurr 

GREETERS: Janet, Sue, Jessica Schurr 

USHERS: Youth ~ William Welch, Jessica Schurr, Kelsey Burns 

COFFEE HOUR:   

STEPHEN MINISTERS: are always available to provide confidential support in times of 

need. Simply call Janet Haacker @ 694-4290. 

REMINDER: Please call Pastor Leslie @ 490-0420 or Kathy in the office @ 692-1319 if 

you or a loved one are ill, hospitalized or in need of a visit.  
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Thank you~ 

We've been overwhelmed and deeply humbled by the love and support you've 

shown through your calls, cards, sacrifice of time, gifts, monetary support, 

and most of all, by your spoken words of love. Please know how very much we 

appreciate you, and that your acts of kindness will always be held in our 

hearts." Love, Scott & Amy Greenawalt, Jack & Kathy Greenawalt 

 

Service of Wholeness and Healing  

May 17th @ 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, 

will hold an evening service devoted to healing and wholeness, which will 

include communion. This is a "come as you are" service, open and welcoming 

to all who seek wholeness for their lives, Presbyterian or otherwise. Please join 

us in the sanctuary. 

 

Celebration Sunday ~ May 21st 

Is just around the corner, and we’re putting together another inter-

generational song entitled, "Joseph Had a Rainbow Coat”. Rehearsals will take 

place the last 15 minutes of Sunday school time, and are as follows:  

May 21, Celebration Sunday, Time TBA 

It's upbeat and fun - a song we're sure you'll enjoy!  Kathy & Marilee 

 

Celebration Sunday Is May 21 

Last day of Sunday school until Rally Day, September 10, 2017 

 

Central Branch Meeting 

Wednesday, May 31 - 6-8 PM @University Presbyterian Church of Buffalo 

3330 Main Street, Buffalo; Gather for light supper, then enjoy a presentation 

from Kathleen Oczek from Hearts and Hands regarding transportation 

partnerships for seniors. There will also be an update on refugee assistance 

opportunities. RSVP by May 24 to Leslie Latham at leslie@firstprestona.org. 

 

Church Women United 

June 2, 2017   1:00 p.m. @ First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 ~ June Social Awareness – Mission 

 

MUSIC 4 MEALS   

concert is HERE on June 4 at 7:00PM. Come and support our Food Pantry and 

TCCO (Twin City Community Outreach)! 

 

Joyful June Sale 

First Presbyterian Church 149 Broad Street, Tonawanda, NY 14150; June 1, 

2016; Our 45th Anniversary Sale Celebration ~ Thrift shop, mini boutique and 

plant place open 10 am to 1:30 pm; Special Summer Buffet Luncheon ~ @  

11 am – 1 pm; cost $7.00; proceeds to benefit local charities. 

mailto:leslie@firstprestona.org
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Are You Interested in Becoming a Member of First Pres.? 

We are going to offer a membership class soon. Please contact Pastor Leslie if 

you are interested. Thanks! 

 

Staff Evaluation input Forms 

If you have not already received a form, they are available in the narthex. 

 

 May  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

14  
H4W 9a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Joseph rehearsal 
10:15a 
 
Worship 11a 
Joseph bell 
w/narrator 12:30p 

15  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
Session 7p 
 
Newsletter articles 
due 

16  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

17  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Healing service 
6:30p 

 

18  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Music4meals 
reahersal 7:30p 

19  
UFO 7p 

20  
 

21  
Joseph bell 9a 
Sunday school 9:30a 
Celebration Sunday 
11a 
 
Matt’s vocal team  
6-8p 

22  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

23  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

24  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 

 

25  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
H4W 6:30p 
Choir 7:30p cake 
night 

26  
UFO 7p 

27  
 

28  
Choir 10:30a 
 
Worship 11a 

29 office closed 
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

30  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

31  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
 
Branch mtg. @ 
University Pres. 6p 
 

 

Notes: 

 June  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 
Worship mtg. 6p 

 

2  
CWU social 
awareness here 1-2p 
 
UFO 7p 

3  
 

4  
Worship/communion 
10a 
 
Music 4 Meals 7p 

 

5  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 

 

6  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

Deacons mtg. 7p 

7  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Joyful June sale 
 10-1:30p 

 

8  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

9  
UFO 7p 

10  
 

11  
Worship 10a 
 
Matt’s vocal team 
2:30-5:30p 

12  
A.A. 9a-11a 
TOPS 6:30p 

Girl scouts 6-7:30p 
CE 7p 

13  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 

 

14  
Girl scouts 6:30-8:30p 
Circle II 9:30a 
Work day and lunch 

15  
A.A. 9a-11a 
Yoga 6:30-7:30p 

 

16  
UFO 7p 

17  
Bag Sale 10-12p 

 


